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Crown Prince receives 
ICC delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan received at the Royal Conn Saturday a 
delegation representing the International Coordina- 
tion Committee (ICO comprising prominent religious 
personalities, academics and researchers and stressed 
the need for respecting the diversity of the followers 
of the vanous religions. The Crown Prince also 
stressed the importance of dialogue in developing a 
code of conduct to build on the common values 
among the various monotheistic faiths. Prince Hassan 
outlined to the delegation from more than 10 countries 
Jordan’s endeavours to enhance dialogue among the 
various religions and the construction of a durable and 
comprehensive peace that can guarantee the rights of 
all parties in the Middle Hast. 
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Beirut court sentences seven 
for trade with Israel 

BEIRUT (R> — Lebanon’s military court has sen- 
tenced seven Lebanese Christians to jail terms of up .to 
15 years for commercial dealings with Israel, judicial 
sources said Saturday. The permanent military court 
announced the sentences late on Friday, the sources 
said. Five men received sentences of up to IS months 
imprisonment, and two, both residents of the self- 
declared Israeli “security zone" in south Lebanon, 
were sentenced in absentia for 15 years' jail with hard 
labour, they added. "The seven people were found 
guilty of making contacts with the Israeli enemy and 
its clients and for making commercial deals with res- 
idents in Israel,” the sources said. 
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2 Palestinians hurt in West Bank 
protests over prisoners in Israel 


BETHLEHEM (R) — Israeli 
troops wounded two Pales- 
tinians on Saturday during 
West Bank protest inarches in 
support of Arab prisoners 
held in Israeli jails, witnesses 
said. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
marched in Palestinian 
National Authority fPNA.) 
ruled cities across die West 
Bank and in Arab east 
Jerusalem in simultaneous 
demonstrations c alling on die 
Jewish state to free jailed 
Palestinians and improve 
their prison conditions. 

In Bethlehem, Israeli troops 
fired tear gas at some 500 
marchers as they approached 
an Israeli checkpoint near a 
Jewish shrine on the outskirts 
of the PNA-ruled city, draw- 
ing a hail of stones and bot- 
tles from Palestinian youths. 

Witnesses said soldiers 
then fired rubber bullets to 
disperse the stone-throwing 
youths, wounding two. 

The Israeli army said it was 
checking the report 

In downtown Arab east 
Jerusalem, Israeli police said 
they forcefully dispersed 
some 50 protesters in a 
demonstration they said took 
place ‘'illegally.” 

In PNA-ruled Nablus, pro- 
testers wrapped themselves 
in duck iron chains, and 
mothers and wives of prison- 
ers held photographs of their 
jailed family membere while 


demonstrators chanted “no 
peace without prisoners’ free- 
dom.” 

Protesters from ah Palestin- 
ian political factions were 
present and representatives of 
the PNA and Hamas 
addressed the Nablus rally. 

“We want to put the focus 
on the prisoner issues, and to 
potest their harsh conditions 
in Israeli jails, and to put 
pressure on the Israeli side to 
release them,” said Raid Amr, 
chairman of the Prisoners 
Association in Nablus. 

Demonstrators delivered 
protest letters to International 
Red Cross offices in the West 
Bank. 

There are about 3,700 
Palestinians in jails in the 
Jewish state, according to 
Israeli figures. Israel has 
freed some 7300 prisoners in 
peace gestures since it signed 
its historic 1993 interim 
peace deal with the PLO. 

Only about 50 of that num- 
ber, mainly women, have 
been released under the 
administration of right-wing 
Prime Minis ter Benvamin 
Netanyahu. The rest were 
freed under the centre-left 
government Mr. Netanyahu 
ousted in May 1996. 

Mr. Netanyahu was com- 
pelled this month to free 
Israel’s number one prisoner, 
Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, and 20 other 
Arab inmates to secure the 



Armed Israeli border police push back Palestinian demonstrators in Arab east 
Jerusalem Sunday (Reuters photo) 

release of two Israeli Mossad 
assassins caught in Amman 
in a bid to kill a top Hamas 
leader. 

Israel also promised to free 
about 50 more prisoners in 
the swap. 

Long-stalled Israeli-Pales- 
tinian committee talks on 
Israel’s peace pledge to free 
Arab prisoners resumed this 
month alter seven months of 
deadlock. 


Australian tourist wounded 
in Jerusalem knif e attack 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An Australian tourist 
was lightly wounded Saturday in a knife attack in the Old City 
of Arab east Jerusalem, Israeli police repotted The tourist was 
struck in die back with a knife by an unknown attacker while 
walking on A1 Alam street in the Old City, the police said 
The assailant fled immediately after the attack. The police, 
who did not give the identity of the victim, said no motive was 
known for the attack. 


Arafat calls for European 
Union pressure on Israel 


BONN (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat urged 
Europe on Saturday to put 
“constructive pressure" on 
Israel to break a deadlock in 
Middle East peace talks. 

President Arafat told a news 
conference with Germany’s 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
that Israel could not expect to 
benefit from trade with Europe 
without accepting that the 
European Union (ELI) had a 
political role to play. 

“Sixty per cent of Israel's 
economy is bound up with 
Europe," the Palestinian presi- 
dent said “How can it expect 
to play the economic card 
without having the political 
card played too?’ 

The Palestinian leader, on the 
final day of a visit to Germany, 
accused Israel’s right-wing 
Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu of blocking peace 
with his policy of settling Jews 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and halting Israeli troop 
redeployments. 

The 1993 Oslo agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule has been 
stalled since Mr. Netanyahu 
broke ground on a Jewish set- 
tlement on the hilltop of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem in March. 

“We are calling for construc- 
tive pressure on the Netanyahu 
government to continue the 
peace process and implement 
the agreements that it has 
made,” President Arafat added 

He acknowledged that the 15 
ELI states could not impose 
economic sanctions on Israel. 
The pressure should be politi- 
cal. 

The EU is the biggest aid 
donor to the Palestinians but 


Israel lias shut it out of the 
diplomatic arena fearing what 
it regards as a sympathy for the 
Palestinian cause. The Jewish 
state insists only its ally the 
U.S. can mediate. 

Mr. Kinkel said he would 
convey President .Arafat’s mes- 
sage to a meeting of EU for- 
eign ministers in Luxembourg 
this weekend 

But he said Germany had 
only limited ability to influ- 
ence Israel “because of our 
past.” 

Germany has flexed its 
diplomatic muscle in the Mid- 
dle East since its 1990 unifica- 
tion and the Oslo accords but it 
has shielded Israel in debates 
within the EU. Jt is the biggest 
European aid donor to the 
Palestinians. 


Sharon in Jordan Wednesday 
for water talks with Haddadin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Israeli 
Minister of Infrastructure 
Ariel Sharon is expected to 
visit Jordan on Wednesday 
to follow up discussions on 
water issues with Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin, accord- 
ing to informed diplomatic 
sources here quoted by A1 
Ra’i daily Saturday. 

The sources said that the 
two ministers will also dis- 
cuss joint projects for the 
development of the Jordan 
Rift Valley, adding that Mr. 
Sharon will meet with a 
number of Jordanian offi- 
cials to discuss the Aqaba- 
Eilat airport project and 
other outstanding issues 
during his two-day visit. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
Hamas bureau in Amman 
Khaled Misha’ al Saturday 
denied that Dr. Haddadin 
broughr Hamas a message 
from the Israeli government 


about a dialogue between 
the two sides, stressing that 
nothing of this has hap- 
pened. 

Mr. Misha'al was quoted 
by Al Arab Al Yawn daily 
emphasising that his move- 
ment's stand towards the 
Israeli enemy is unchanged. 
“There will be no dealing 
directly or indirectly or 
through mediators with 
Israel," said Mr. Misha' al. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment has welcomed the 
visit to Jordan by Russian 
Foreign Minister Yvgeny 
Primakov who will arrive 
here Monday as pact of his 
Middle East tour. Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh said Jordan was 
looking forward towards 
this visit during which a 
comprehensive evaluation 
of the peace process will be 
made. 



Tafileh governed more by tribal 
infl uence than political affiliation 


By Ghafia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff" Reporter 

AMMAN — Former Islamic 
Action Front (1AF) Deputy 
Abdullah Akaileh, former 
Deputy Raieb Saoud and 
Arab Land Party Secretary 
General Mohammad Oran, 
appear poised to capture the 
three seats allocated to the 
Tafileh District in the upcom- 
ing elections, analysts say. 

In this tribaliy dominated 
city of 60,000 people, 225 
kilometres south of the capi- 
tal candidates are largely 
dependant on their tribal and 
family votes to rake them to 
the 13th Parliament- 

On Akaileh, a prominent 
but moderate Islamist leader, 
told die Jordan Times Satur- 
day that he was sure of win- 
ning and he did not need to 


use any conventional cam- 
paigning. 

“1 did not put up any ban- 
ners or slogans since I am 
sure of people's confidence in 
my platform" he said. 

^th God’s grace. I know 
I will get votes from each 
family and tribe in Tafileh,” 
said Dr. Akaileh, who comes 
from the town of Aimak 
north west of the southern 
district 

Observers expect Dr. 
Akaileh to win 800 votes 
from his own hometown, and 
an additional 300 from three 
other tribes including Al 
Hmeidat to which Dr. Oran 
belongs, a s well as the 
Baharat and Qtaifat tribes. 

In the last elections. Dr. 
Akaileh won with 2,398 
votes. 

Dr. Akailek who was 
recently expelled from the 
Muslim Brotherhood for 
defying their boycott of the 


elections, can still count on 
the Islamist vote bank 
because analysts believe that 
tribal bonds are stronger than 
ideological affiliations in this 
town. 

He is also expected to 
receive another 800 votes 
from other towns in Tafileh, 
such as Al Hamaideh and 
Qada’ Bsetra as well as Al 
Hassa where no local candi- 
dates are in the race. 

Meanwhile, Rateb Saoud, 
an Aimah folk fellow of 
Akaileh, who observers in 
Tafileh think will gamer 
1 300 votes from his tribe and 
an additional 1600 votes 
from his hometown, is con- 
sidered one of the winners in 
this constituency. 

Dr. Saoud, who won with 
1,931 votes in die last elec- 
tions, is one of the 11 candi- 
dates countrywide running 
under the National Constitu- 
tional Party's tickeL 


Mr. Oran, another forerun- 
ner in this campaign is tipped 
by observers to win a total of 
around 1,700 votes. 

In Tafileh District, where 
32,111 voters are registered, 
the 17 candidates pledged 
efforts to alleviate poverty 
and unemployment which are 
the most prominent problems 
in the southern town. 

The candidates’ banners 
promised the establishment 
of colleges and universities as 
well as the construction of 
dams and the creation of 
industrial zones. 

Also strong candidates for 
the three seats are Qussai 
Mahasnek Yahya 

Khawaideh, Ibrahim Jfout 
and Sidqi Shbatat 

One of the candidates, 
Mousa Mas'adeen, withdrew 
from die race in support of 
his fellow tribesman, 
Mohammad Zidaneen. 

Candidate Odeh Sawalqa 


of Hamaideh tribe, Friday 
gathered about 3,000 people 
outside the Grand Mosque in 
Central Tafileh after the mid- 
day prayers and addressed 
them about his electoral pro- 
gramme. 

Tafileh Governor Nayef 
Njadar described Mr. 
Sawalqa’s move as violating 
the Election Law which bans 
electioneering in mosques. 
However, the candidate 
vowed to repeat the same 
move next Friday. 

Until yesterday evening, a 
total of 25,930 vote cards 
were distributed in Tafileh so 
far compared to a total of 
24,366 in the 1993 elections. 

Al Ra’i correspondent in 
Tafileh. Ghazi Amreen, con- 
tributed to this store. 


Russia’s Primakov in Syria 
on Middle East peace tour 


DAMASCUS (R) — Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister Yevge- 
ny Primakov arrived in 
Damascus Saturday on the 
second leg of a tour intend- 
ed to revive the Middle East 
peace process, the official 
Syrian news agency, 
SANA, said. 

Foreign Minister Pri- 
makov, who arrived from 
Lebanon, is also to visit 
Israel, Egypt, Jordan and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority ruled areas on his 
trip through the region. 

“Russia insists that the 
peace process in the region 
resume on the basis of [the 
1991] conference in Madrid 
and the Iand-for-peace prin- 
ciple,” SANA quoted Mr. 
Primakov as saying. 


“...There would be no 
peace without [achieving] 
progress on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks.” he added. 

Russia's ambassador in 
Damascus said earlier that 
the Russian foreign minis- 
ter intended to discuss a 
resumption of talks 
between Syria and Israel 
when he met President 
Hafez Assad. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
elected last year, has vowed 
not to return the Golan 
Heights it has occupied 
since 1967, a stand con- 
demned by the Damascus 
government. 

It has insisted thar no 
talks will be held until Mr. 
Netanyahu changes his 


policies and accepts the 
principle of trading land for 
peace. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Sharaa said his gov- 
ernment wanted Russia to 
join a committee set up in 
1996 to monitor an under- 
taking by Hizbollah and 
Israeli forces not to attack 
civilians in south Lebanon. 

The committee groups the 
U.S., France. Syria, 
Lebanon and Israel. 

“From the beginning we 
■wanted Russia to be one of 
the members of the... com- 
mittee. We tried our best for 
that and if the issue should 
arise, we would support 
Russia’s presence.” Mr. 
Sharaa said. 


Hizbollah wounds two Israeli 
soldiers in southern Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (R) — 

Hizbollah guerrillas wound- 
ed rwo Israeli soldiers, one 
seriously, in an overnight 
rocket attack in Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” in 
south Lebanon, pro-Israeli 
militia security sources said 
Saturday. 

An Israeli officer was seri- 
ously injured and a- soldier 
lightly wounded when the 
guerrillas attacked their posi- 
tion in Kassaret Al Uroush in 
the eastern sector of the self- 
declared zone with rockets, 
the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia sources said. 

They said the officer was 
taken to Israel by helicopter. 

The Israeli army issued a 
statement confirming the 
attack. “An officer was seri- 
ously wounded last night and 
another soldier lightly hurt in 
a clash with terrorists during 
operational activity near Rei- 
han Post in the eastern sector 
of the security zone in south 
Lebanon,” it said. 

It said the Israeli forces 


came under fire from mortar 
bombs and missiles during 
die incident. 

In Beirut, Hizbollah 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack . 

“Late after midnight, our 
fighters succeeded in enter- 
ing Kassaret AJ Uroush posi- 
tion after fierce fighting with 
a Zionist force. One Zionist 
tank was destroyed and many 
soldiers fell wounded or 
killed," Hizbollah said in a 
statement faxed to Reuters. 

The security sources said 
that after the attack Israeli 
warplanes raided suspected 
Hizbollah positions in the 
hills of Iqlim Al Tbffah, just 
north of the “security” zone. 

They also struck at suspect- 
ed positions of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) in Na’amek a 
coastal town 20 kilometres 
south of Beirut. 

The sources said two Israeli 
planes fired six rockets at the 
hills of Iqlim Al Tuffah and 


one plane fired two rockets at 
the entrance to Na'amek No 
casualties were reported in 
the attacks, which bring to 69 
the number of air raids on 
Lebanon this year. 

The PFLP-GC said in a 
statement faxed to Reuters 
that die Israeli raids bad hit 
civilian targets. 

“The Zionist warplanes tar- 
geted PFLP-GC’s centres of 
social and health care in 
Na'ameh where a civilian 
house was partly destroyed 
but caused no casualties,” the 
statement said 

Hizbollah guerrillas are 
fighting to drive Israeli troops 
and their local militia allies 
from the 15 kilometres wide 
self-declared “security” zone 
in south Lebanon. 

Israel has suffered heavy 
losses in south Lebanon this 
year, with 39 of its soldiers 
killed and SI wounded Fifty- 
one guerrillas, mostly 
Hizbollah fighters, have died 
and 19 been injured in the 
fighting. 


Rival Iraqi-Kurd factions continue 
fighting; Turkish air raids reported 


ANKARA (AFP) — North- 
ern Iraq's rival Kurd factions 
reported heavy fighting Sat- 
urday near the Iraqi-lranian 
bonder, with one side accus- 
ing Turkish warplanes of 
bombing its positions to tip 
the balance against it. ; 

The Patriotic Union of Knf-i 
distan (PUK) accused Tlukey 7 - 
of launching new air attacks 
on its positions as it contin- 
ued two days of fighting with 
arch-rival the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). 

A spokesman for the PUK, 
Shazad Saib. told Agence 
France Presse in Ankara that 
'Turkish planes on Saturday 
bombed PUK positions east 
of Rawanduz [near the Iraqi- 
Iranian bonder].- to support 
the KDP.” 

No immediate comment on 
the reported Turkish attacks 
was available from Ankara. 

The radios of the PUK and 


KDP issued conflicting 
reports of casualties from the 
renewed fighting which start- 
ed Thursday, with each 
claiming heavy losses among 
enemy ranks. Turkey’s Ana- 
tolian news agency reported. 

PUK Radio said that 100 
= fighters from the KDP were 
" killed in clashes in northern 
Iraq. 

But KDP Radio denied the 
death toll and said thar 16 
members of the PUK wen- 
killed in the fighting, the 
agency reported. 

Both sides also blame each 
other for shattering a week- 
long truce brokered by the 
U.S„ Great Britain and 
Tlirkey. 

KDP Radio accused anoth- 
er faction, the Turitish-Kurd 
separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), of supporting 
PUK units in the fighting. 

The KDP broadcast said 


the PUK and PKK suffered 
“at least 16" dead in the 
Guman region east of 
Rawandoz, and “heavy loss- 
es" in the region of Kou Sen- 
jag, ro the southeast of the 
main Kurdish city of Ebril. 

The PUK and KDP have 
fought sporadically since a 
peace-sharing agreement 
between them broke down in 
1994. Baghdad lost control 
over the north of Iraq follow- 
ing the end of the Gulf war in 
1991. 

. More than 2,500 people 
have been killed in fighting in 
northern Iraq since 1994. A 
first ceasefire negotiated 
between the rival Kurd 
groups by Washington. Lon- 
don, and Ankara in October 
1996 was largely observed 
before breaking down earlier 
this month. 


Syria assails Turkish zone in north Iraq 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syri- 
an Foreign Minister 
Farouq Sharaa said Satur- 
day that a Turkish securi- 
ty zone in northern Iraq 
would not be legitimate 
and would lead to tension 
in the region. 

"This security zone has 
no legitimacy within the 
framework of the 
international law..” the 
official Syrian news 
agency, SANA, quoted 
Mr. Sharaa as saying at 
the arrival of Russian For- 


eign Affairs Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov in 
Damascus. 

“Anything that contra- 
dicts international law 
and violates the integrity 
and sovereignty of coun- 
tries leads to tension in 
the region.” Mr. Sharaa 
added, in comments that 
SANA said Mr. Primakov 
agreed with. 

When Turkey withdrew 
its forces after its recent 
incursion into northern 
Iraq against Kurdish 


Labour Party forces, it 
said it would leave around 
8.000 troops in the area to 
protect its southeastern 
region against the rebel 
Kurds. 

Baghdad lost control 
over the north of the 
country after the 1991 
Gulf war, and the area is 
now divided among feud- 
ing Kurdish factions, pro- 
tected from Baghdad by 
an air umbrella provided 
by the Gulf war allies. 
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Two days on, voting fraud still haunts Algeria vote 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Cries 
of voting fraud continued to 
ring out in Algeria on Satur- 
day, following Thursday's 
sweeping victory for allies 
of President Liamine Zer- 
oual in local-level elections. 

The venerable opposition 
Socialist Forces Front (FFS1 
spoke of an “electoral hold- 
up." joined the newer Rally 
for Culture and Democracy 
(RCD) in alleging massive 
fraud in this North African 
nation, scene of a particu- 
larly violent Islamic insur- 
gency. 

Criticism was also heard 
from the National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN), once 
Algeria’s sole political 
party, while the moderate 
Islamist Movement of Soci- 
ety for Peace (MSP) was 
less strident. 

Thursday’s elections saw 
the National Democratic 
Rally (RND) clinch more 
than 55 per cent of seats in 
commune-level councils, 
according to official results. 

The RND was only found- 
ed last February by allies of 
Mr. ZerouaL including 
Prime Minister Ahmad 
Ouyahia. 

It led a victory by secular 
forces in last June’s national 
assembly elections that was 
supposed to help mark the 
end of an Islamic uprising 
that has claimed more than 
60.000 Eves. 

Instead the nation — 
plagued by a chronic lack of 
jobs and housing despite 
rich oil and gas reserves in 
the Sahara — is going 
through another round of 
bomb attacks and village 
massacres. 

Since the June election the 
FLN and the MSP have 
joined with the RND in 
Ouyahia’s government, but 
the local elections has 
brought some rift to then- 
unity. 

Overall, the allegations 
from opposition parties ring 
similarly — stuffed ballot 
boxes, misuse of proxy 
votes, ballot-counting in the 
absence of scrutineers, and 
threats against candidates. 

Speaking on Europe 1 
Radio, Algeria’s first post- 
colonial President Ahmad 
Ben Bella said the local 
elections would do nothing 



A child walks in the Sid! R’izine cemetery near Benthala in the Mitidja plain near 
Algiers on Saturday. More than two hundred people have been murdered by terror- 
ists in this area controlled by the Algerian army in the past (Reuters photo) 


to resolve the crisis in his 
homeland. 

“The problem in Algeria 
is not a problem of an insti- 
tutional void,” he said. “The 
problem is political. In fact 
Dever was this dealt with in 
a serious way." 

“Violence has only 
grown," he added, calling 
for the government to ease 
off its use of military force 
against Islamists and give 
more attention to dialogue. 

MSP leader Mahfouz 
Nahnah told Barcelona’s La 
Vanguardia newspaper Sat- 


urday that “elements in 
power" were conspiring to 
continue a crisis that Alge- 
ria was otherwise now 
ready to end. 

“Those co mmi tting (elec- 
toral) fraud are not the ter- 
rorists. but the administra- 
tion." he said. 

In Algiers on Friday 
police were deployed out- 
-side Mr. Zeroual’s offices to 
halt a protest called by the ^ 
FFS, RCD. FLN and MSP.. : 
No incidents ofviolence 
were seen. 

Undeterred, the FLN and 


RCD were trying Saturday 
to mount two other demon- 
strations in Algiers. 

RCD leaders, quoted in 
the Algerian press, vowed to 
“tun) Algiers into Belgrade" 
by organising daily protests 
in front of their headquar- 
ters in the centre of the cap- 
ita^ 

While opposition parties 
were expected to try to find* 
sofne jwgfe .of .■cooqiiflating 
their outrage on the national 
level, it was hard to predict 1 
if a genuine common front 
might emeige. 


Ben Bella 
unaware of 
chemical 
tests 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
Algerian president Ahmad 
Ben Bella Saturday denied all 
knowledge of a secret deal 
between Algiers and Paris 
allowing France to test chem- 
ical weapons in Algeria. Tests 
were carried out over 1 6 years 
at a covert military base in the 
Sahara under a secret annexe 
to the 1962 accord which 
ended Algeria's war of inde- 
pendence with France, the 
French magazine die Nouvel 
Observateur reported Thurs- 
day. 

“I never knew of experi- 
ments which were done under 
die chemical programme," 
said Ben Bella, who became 
the first president of an inde- 
pendent Algeria in 1963, but 
was in prison in 1962 at die 
time of die deal after his cap- 
ture during the war. 

The existence of die 2^00- 
square-kilometre base — 
codenamed “B2-Namous” — ■ 
was revealed in an interview, 
carried by the magazine, with 
Pierre Messmer, then armed 
forces minister under Presi- 
dent Charles & Gaulle. 

The 1962 Evian indepen- 
dence accords stipulated dial 
France would retain four 
nuclear and space test sites in 
the central Sahara. These 
would be handed back to the 
Algerian authorities in 1967 
as agreed 

However a secret annexe 
covered a chemical weapons 
base founded in 1935 near 
Ben-Wemf in die northern 
Sahara, some 100 kilometres 
from the Moroccan border, 
the magazine said. 

Mr Ahmad Bella said be 
had opposed nuclear tests 
^aUcrwed under '-'the -Evian ■ 
agreement when he became 
.president: 

According' to the magazine.' 
the 1962 deal was secretly 
renewed in 1967 and 1972. 


Iraq’s parliament to discuss U.N. 
Security Council travel ban threat 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
parliament will meet on 
Saiurday to discuss the 
United Nations Security 
Council threat to tighten 
sanctions on Baghdad, a 
senior Iraqi official said. 

“...The national assembly 
will hold a session today to 
discuss the resolution and 
adopt suitable recommen- 
dations," Saad Qasim Ham- 
moudi, head of the assem- 
bly’s Arab and international 
relations committee, told 
Renters. 

The revolutionary com- 
mand council, at a meeting 
chaired by President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Friday asked 
the assembly to consider 
how to respond to the U.N. 
resolution threatening to 
impose a travel ban on Iraqi 
officials who die U.N. con- 
sidered to have obstructed 
visiting U.N. weapons 
inspection teams. 

“The discussions are 
expected to continue for 
today and tomorrow before 
the assembly submits its 
recommendations to the 
[Iraqi] leadership" Mr. 
Hammoudi said. 

He declined to say what 
the recommendations 
would be, but said the 
assembly's Arab and 
international relations, law 
and oil and energy commit- 


tees had submitted to the 
parliament a study on the 
resolution. 

A divided U.N. Security 
Council Thursday issued a 
resolution threatening Iraq 
with new travel sanctions in 
the future, after the U.S. 
and Britain failed to win 
agreement to impose the 
travel curbs at once. 

The council voted 10 to 0 
with five abstentions — 
France, Russia. China, 
Egypt and Kenya — to 
express its “firm intention" 
to impose measures to pre- 
vent travel abroad by Iraqi 
officials responsible for 
blocking U.N. weapons 
inspection teams. 

The resolution called for 
a list of Iraqis who have 
blocked U.N. inspections 
and threatened to ban them 
from travel abroad. 

The council would have 
to take another vote before 
any action was taken. 

The resolution was a 
response to an October 
report by Richard Butler, 
chairman of the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission 

(UNSCOM) set up by the 
Security Council to disarm 
Iraq under the terms of the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire. 
He said Baghdad had 
blocked U.N. inspectors 
from several weapons sites. 


The Iraqi press Saturday 
condemned the resolution 
and one paper said Iraq 
should change its attitude 
toward the Security Coun- 
cil. 

“...The Security Council 
issued a bad resolution,” the 
government newspaper A1 
Jumhouriya said in a front- 
page editorial. 

“Our patience with the 
contradictory performance 
of the Security 
Council. ..has reached a 
stage when every thing 
[with the Security Council] 
should be reviewed,” the 
paper said. 

Iraq’s most influential 
newspaper. Babel, urged 
Arab countries to adopt a 
firm stand against the U.N. 
resolution. 

“The new Security Coun- 
cil resolution is worth an 
immediate Arab meeting to 
reject such a decision and 
adopt another which calls 
for ending sanctions on 
Iraq,” said Babel, owned by 
the president's eldest son 
Uday. 

Scrapping Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction and 
making sure they are not 
replaced is a key require- 
ment for lifting the embar- 
go on exports, such as oil 
according to a 1991 Gulf 
war ceasefire resolution. 


S. Lankan in Kuwait faces 
the gallows for murder 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
A Sri Lankan car cleaner in 
Kuwait has been sentenced 
to hang for killin g his lover 
after she threatened to 
expose their affair, the offi- 
cial news agency KUNA 
said Saturday. 

The Sri Lankan confessed 
to killing his lover, another 
Sri Lankan who was 
already married, after she 
.threatened to expose their 
relationship to his compa- 
ny, KUNA said. 

The criminal coun con- 
victed him of premeditated 
murder and sentenced him 


to death, which was upheld 
by the first court of appeal, 
it said. 

The Sri Lankan has one 
more chance to appeal 
against his conviction, and 
if unsuccessful the sentence 
must be approved by Emir 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad Ai 
Sabah before it is carried 
out 

A total of 21 people have 
been banged in Kuwait 
since 1964. The last hang- 
ings took place on Sept. 21 
when two Egyptians con- 
victed of murder were exe- 
cuted. 


Faced with record population growth Oman campaigning to ‘nationalise’ labour pool 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman, 
which is experiencing 
record population growth, 
is leading the way among 
Gulf countries in slashing 
the foreign -dominated 
labour pool to secure jobs 
for its own people. 

Oman, like its neigh- 
bours threatened with 
unemployment of its own 
citizens whom the public 
sector can no longer 
absorb, began setting quo- 
tas in 1984 for private-sec- 
tor employment of Oman- 
is. 

Banks, the first to be tar- 
geted. must employ nine 
Omanis for every 10 staff 


members, while insurance, 
trade, industry, construc- 
tion and hotels have mini- 
mum quotas for Omanis 
ranging from 15 to 60 per 
cent. 

Employers are threatened 
with denials of visas for 
importing labour, loss of 
public sector contracts and 
fines if they fail to fill their 
quotas by the end of 1997. 

Other countries in the 
region where milli ons of 
Asians work are beg inning 
to imitate this policy but 
are meeting resistance 
from employers. 

“I believe that ‘Omanisa- 
tion" cannot be based on 


converting the private sec- 
tor into charitable institu- 
tions, forcing it to absorb 
nationals said Khamis 
Hashar. a businessman 
from Muscat. 

Omani Chamber of Com- 
merce Vice President Jamil 
Sultan said: “We are asking 
for time. The negative part 
is productivity: the private 
sector is looking for prof- 
it.” 

However, he said it is less 
expensive to train an 
Omani to perform a task 
than to import a qualified 
technician for whom the 
employer must pay hous- 
ing, food, transportation. 


children’s education and a 
roundtrip ticket home 
every year in addition to a 
salary. 

The employer aLso has to 
pay a five per cent tax on a 
foreigner's salary and 
cover his medical expens- 
es, while medical care is 
free for Omanis. 

“You have to create peo- 
ple who are creative who 
put in more than they 
-receive rather than sitting 
on their backsides," said 
Mr. Hashar. 

“I’ve had to .absorb peo- 
ple who didn’t fit in or 
whose production is below 
requirement," he said. 


Because Oman’s popula- 
tion of 22 million resi- 
dents is increasing at a rate 
of 3.7 per cent per year, the 
highest growth rate on the 
Arabian Peninsula, and 
more than half of the popu- 
lation is under the age of 
20, the country faces the 
worst potential unemploy- 
ment problem in the 
region. 

O manis m ake up only 30 
per cent of the country’s 
workforce, with most of 
them employed in the pub- 
lic sector including the mil- 
itary. 

The government, which 
no longer can guarantee its 


people civil-service jobs, is 
frying to get the youth into 
the private sector. It has 
increased training courses 
for Omanis and training 
centres have opened across 
the country for technicians, 
accountants and nurses. 

Sultan Qaboos last month 
asked the university, which 
admits 1,800 students 
every year, to take another 
500 for the 1997 academic 
year. The move “created 
havoc'" as the university 
does not have the facilities 
or the staff to cope, a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

The university and tech- 
nical schools together can 


barely take half of the 
18,000 to 20,000 young 
people who graduate from 
secondary school every 
year, diplomats say. 

Omani youths without 
qualifications must com- 
pete with the 400,000 Indi- 
ans, Pakistanis and Fil- 
ipinos who get paid less 
than O man is for doing the 
same work. 

The Asians average 
monthly salaries of $157 
while an Omani can com- 
mand $525. 

“The businessmen are 
hooked on cheap labour,” 
the Western diplomat said. 


TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:50 

15:00 

—The Magic School Bus 

15:30 

1630- 

— American Chart Show 

17:00 

19:00 


19:30 . 


1935 

Fresh Prince-of-Eelair 



V rtS-y 


De la Salle Church TeL 661757 . jw iidjr becoming southwesterly 
TferraSancta Church Td. 62236fr^Sa»te tf active, in Aqaba, 
A n glican Church TeL 652826*.^? j&KB will Be northerly moderate 
Armenian Catholic Church yjgHr*w* fseas calm. 

771331. 


Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WalklHaJaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy -985417 


20:00 .Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 
2<h30The straggle for Democracy 


zi:iu 

22:00 - 

2230 

23:15 - 

- — Renegade 

.-News in English 
..One West Waikiki 

23:59 

__ find nf TV 

PRAYER TIMES 

Al-75 c.- 

05:43 


11:20 — 


14:28 

— ‘Asr 

16:56. 

.——.....Maghreb 

18:14 

- ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the A nm mi ration 
Tel. 637440. 


Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 77175 1 . 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 6S8404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by ihe Depart - 
mem of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures rising 
slightly becoming four degrees 
centigrade above average and 
winds southwesterly moderate. On 
Monday, clouds are expected to 
build up with a chance of rain and 


MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 


Aqaba. 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley. 


.-..1308 

19/33 

— 12/30 
— 1 9/33 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27, Aqaba 32 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent, 
Aqaba 28 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr Yousef Rashid 875792 

Dn WaDdAlMasri 675485 

DcKhafflAIJmali -740740 

Dr. Jnm’aAbu Dhiab -.758848 

Hras pharmacy 661912 

FenJows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 637660 

Najib phannacy — -....847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2814S4 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Depanmert — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

—630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 

Rescue Rafioe 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 


Blood Bank 

Highway Police — 
Traffic Police. 


....775121 
-*843402 
...896390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Wiet & Sewercge Oorepfafas -89H67 
A mman Municipality Complaints 
; .787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — 813813/32. 

Kbalidi Maternity 644281/6 

AJdJeh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity —642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 6661 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajreea —777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Array, Marim .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

20:30 

21:10 - 

23^n 

— Frankfurt (RJ) 
Vienna (RJ) 

AO: 15 





FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL 

airport 

Other Flights 
m-w 


10 -no 



1705 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 

1 V4Y> 


15:00 - 

Doha(QR) 

17:45 

TpHHih f QXA 

International Airport TeL 

(08)53200-5. where it should 

20:00 - 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10 


always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 

phone 08 (52700) 

20:40 — 


23:10 

Istanbul (TK) 


.(09)900560 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..-.—.7741 1 1 

..680100 


Ibn Sina Hospital.... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
..... (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess : Basma Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


Water Authority — 

J. Electricity Authority — S15615 

Elec tric Power Co—— 636381 (02)272275 

RJ Flight Information „OS-532QQ Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
Queen Alia Info Airport 08-53200 (02)2471 00 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

09-.50 -Larnaca (RJ) 

09^0 .--Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:40 -Beirut (RJ) 

15:15 .Brussels (RJ) 

16:05 Paris (add) (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:05 Pans (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 -London (RJ) 

I&IO Athens (RJ) 


Royal Wings (KW) 

07:45 - —Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 —Amman (QAIAURW) 
09-50 Amman (Maika Airport) (RW) 

17:20 -Tel Aviv iRW) 

18:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 - Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Maria Anport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:25 -Paris (add) (RJ) 

06 JO -J-araaca (RJ1 

07:15 Beirut (RJ) 

10:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:50 - -Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 


Crash 
kills 48 
in Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Forty- 
eight people burned to death 
in a collision between a 
tanker lorry and a coach in 
southern Turkey overnight. 
Anatolian news agency said 
Saturday. 

It said 46 coach passengers 
were killed when their vehi- 
cle crashed into the tanker 
and burst into flames, as they 
were travelling on a main 
road between the towns of 
Kayseri and Konya. 

Two people in the tanker, 
which was not carrying fuel, 
were also killed in the acci- 
dent at 10 JO p.m. local time 
Friday evening, the agency 
said. 

The bodies were badly 
burned, making identification 
difficult and emergency' 
workers said they bad identi- 
fied four people among the 33 
male and 15 female victims. 

Three people were injured 
in the accident, but were not 
in a serious condition, Anato- 
lian said. Earlier it had report- 
ed that five people had been 
hurt 

Coach driver Muammar 
Cicekyurt who survived the 
crash with slight injuries, 
blamed the lorry driver. 

“ I wanted to warn the driver 
of the tanker in my lane but he 
kept cm corning towards us,” T 
he said. 


11 JO — Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:15 — -...London (RJ) , 

12-JO Athens (RJ)| 

12:55 Aqaba, Rome (RJ) i 

17:15 Amsterdam, New York (RJ ) ' 
18:00 -Jeddah. Dhaka (add) (RJ) I 

20 JO - -New Delhi (RJ), 

20-.50 Jeddah (RJ) ! 

21:10 -Cairo (RJ ) ' 

21:30 Damascus (RJ) [ 

21:45 — -Aqaba iRJ): 

22:30 Bangkok (RJ) J 

22:40 -.-Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) ■ 
23 JO Abu Dhabi. Kuala Lumpur j 
(add) (RJ) ! 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) | 

00:15 - Jakarta (RJ) j 

Other Flights ! 

03:00 Athens (OA) I 

04:20 RotnefAZ) 

06:15 Beirut (ME) 


06:40 — 
07:50 

-.-Beirut, London (BA) 
T.nndon-fBA) 

11:00 


13:15 -... 

Doha(GF) 

14:50 .-... 

....Moscow (SO) 

15:55 ..... 

Doha (OR) 

19:15 
21:20 ..... 

Jeddah (SV) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

21-40 

..-Cairo (MS) 

- - 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (MatkaAitpcrt)!®^ 

0S:15 _ ___ Aqaba (RW) 


V^n/V ruuuwu ri 

16:45 Amman (Marfa Airport) (J™ , 

17:55 Tel Aviv 

20J0 Amman (QAIA) fl™ 
21.50 — 
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PRINCESS ATTENDS GRADUATION: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Sat- 
urday attends the graduation ceremony of the 79 teachers who completed a coarse 
at the Centre for Learning Difficulties at Princess Sarvath College. Princess Sar- 
vath, president of the Young Muslim Women Association (YMWA), distributed 
diplomas to the graduates fPetra photo) 


Health care strike set to continue; 
minister threatens legal action 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special Jo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After a meet- 
ing yesterday with Minister 
of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi, public sector 
health professionals said 
they will continue with 
their strike programme 
tomorrow, with a six-hour 
work stoppage scheduled to 
take place between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

The strikers announced 
that they will hold a press 
conference tomorrow at 
1:30 p.m. at the Profession- 
al Associations Complex. 

As the strike entered its 
second week Saturday. Dr. 
Kunii threatened to take 
legal measures against 
“those who decline to offer 
medical care to the public.” 

Dr. Kurdi was quoted by 
the Ionian News Agency, 
Petra,* as**' Saying patients 
who seek medical service 


but are denied it due to the 
strike should submit com- 
plaints to the directors of 
hospitals, health centres, 
and health departments in 
their regions. 

He said requests for med- 
ical treatment at public hos- 
pitals can be made in writ- 
ing or by telephone and the 
concerned health officials 
will be ready to respond. 

Medical care at these hos- 
pitals and centres is consid- 
ered a national and human- 
itarian duty, be added. 

Dr. Kurdi also appealed to 
all health professionals at 
these centres and hospitals 
to carry out their duty to the 
sick. 

Public sector health pro- 
fessionals observed a six- 
hour work stoppage yester- 
day, stating that they will 
not break their strike except 
in emergency cases. 

The minister, said lit his 
statement that the govern- 


ment is ready for a respon- 
sible and constructive dia- 
logue but would not suc- 
cumb to blac kmail or 
strikes that entail neglect- 
ing humanitarian duty. 

The dialogue can only 
start once the strike ends, 
and if the discussions fail, 
the professionals can take 
the matter to court, he said. 

Dr. Kurdi warned that the 
ministry will use legal 
means against all those fail- 
ing to carry out their duty 
and will prosecute the insti- 
gators of the strike. 

The minis ter described 
the associations’ demand 
that their members 
employed in government 
hospitals be given 60 per 
cent of the fees paid by the 
public for medical treat- 
ment, in addition to the 
other allowances, as an 
unfair and ‘ impossible 
demand that cannot be met 


Tenders announced for hospital, 
youth centre in Wadi Mousa 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing Saturday 
announced plans to construct 
a 50-bed hospital in the Wadi 
Mousa district of the Ma’an 
govern orate and has pre- 
pared a tender for the project 
which will be carried our 
within two years. 

Nasser Madadha, bead of 
die tendon department said 
the hospital will cover 
13399 square metres in area 
and will be located between 
Wadi Mousa and the village 
of Taybet 7a man. 

The land appropriated for 
the project is 70344 square 
metres in area, he stated. 


He said the location of the 
project was chosen to be 
away from the main high- 
way, adding that residential 
quarters for nurses, a power 
station, a parking lot and 
other utilities will be con- 
structed on an adjacent plot 
of land. 

The hospital complex will 
include an outpatient clinic, 
emergency and X-ray unit 
laboratory, pharmacy, a 
blood bank, and other basic 
facilities, according to Mr. 
Madadha. 

A tender was floated for 
the construction of a road 
linkin g Wadi Mousa with 
Taybet Taman at a cost of 


JD4.13 million, also to be 
completed within two years, 
he said. 

Another tender was 
announced for the improve- 
ment and modernisation of 
die infrastructure services 
within tiie Petra region, a 
project which wffl start next 
July and will take 189 days 
to finish, at an overall cost of 
JD87.900. 

The tenders department 
also floated a tender for the 
construction of a JD400,000 
youth centre at Wadi Mousa, 
to be finished within 300 
days, and a tender for sup- 
plying water to Wadi Mousa. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New production centre to open in 
Northern Shuneh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rania Al Abdullah and Director of 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop- 
ment (USAID) in Jordan Lewis Lucke will 
inaugurate the latest JRDP (Jordan River 
for Development Projects) proj 601 ’ 

Wadi Rayan Production Centre in Northern 
Shuneh, according to a U.S. Information 
Service press release. 

This project is funded by USAID and 
aims at providing jobs for the area’s resi- 
dents in the Jordan Valley. During the inau- 


gu ration ceremony, Mr. Lucke is expected 
to deliver a speech, the statement conclud- 
ed. 


Voter card counterfeiters arrested 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security 
Department (PSD) sources Saturday said 
PSD forces recently apprehended two per- 
sons who forged 10,000 voter cards for a] 
candidate in the Fourth District The two 
persons, ..identified as Majed M.S. and 
Mohammad YJF., were referred to the 
appropriate authorities. 


LUHflTS GOING ON 


vV 


FILM 

* Silent German film “Die Austeraprinzessm 
at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 730 pjn 

JEWELRY/DESIGN SHOW 

** Jewelry show from Lebanon’s “Sabika” work- 
shop and shew of designs by Lebanese artist May 
Rishani at Dart A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh at 6:00 
p<QL (TfeL 643251/2), until Oct. 29. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Graphics exhibition by Abdul Wabab Abdul 
Mobsen at Baladna Art GaDeiy, Gardens Street 
Ott. 5537598). until Nov. 5. 

Plastic (abstract), art by Iraqi artist Maha 
Isma’il at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Oct 30. 

* Ceramics exhibition at the Silsal Ceramics 
Workshop; Jabal Amman between 4 th and 5th 
Qrcles, until Oct 30 fltt- 680128). 

*Pa h n m gs by Dutch artist Jamal Kbmais at the 


Royal Gdtuid'Gem j 1 ; , . 

L -* Works by BahrnE^§£^'^^^lu^d At. 
Khalifa aiDarai AlTaMn, Jabal'Wabdeb, until 
Nov. 15. Also displaymg^a ; nw ^collection of 
works v by twntemporary-VArab artistsi r (TeL 
643251/2).: . 


Hammourabi Art Gallay'Ganiens SDreetj Wil 

OcL 28.. • ■ . • ' •" .-■•-t V. 

+ Paintings by^ Abdul Qado'Bakheet at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman; uht0Pcfc 30. v • 

* Exhibition of paintings ^ waving entitled 
“Murmurs of Our Land" 

Bam HaraTda at Bani ■ HamSaa Souse (IhL 
658896/7), umfl.Oct 30. J -.y 

* Exhibition of Catalan mtisfeotthe 20lh cc& 

jury entitled “Aura fte Jortto 
National GaU^ of Pn^’ A^^Hntil ’ Oct 218 
(except Tuesdays). 5 - * i ; r' ; 


Religious leader decrees voting is 'sacred service' 

Fatwa issued to support government’s position — IAF 




By Yousef Rafay’h 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom’s acting Mufti (top 
religious leader) has issued 
a religious legal opinion 
(fatwa) emphasising that 
Islam requires each citizen 
to exercise his or her right 
to vote in the parliamentary 
elections, as “it is a sacred 
service to the nation.” 

Sheikh Saad Hijjawi said 
voters must elect only those 
they believe are dedicated 
to upholding and working 
for the public interest. 

Sheikh Hijjawi, who was 
responding to numerous 


requests from the public on 
the religious ramifications 
of boycotting or participa- 
tion in the elections, said in 
his legal ruling that failure 
to vote is bound to cause 
damage to public interest 
and the country as a whole. 

He said that in Islam, 
“Shura** (consultations) 
requires citizens to take 
part in electing local coun- 
cils and in voting for and 
electing candidates to serve 
as representatives of (be 
nation. 

The elections are in reali- 
ty an authorisation to repre- 
sentatives to act for the 
public, and Islam calls for 
every citizen to choose the 
right person to represent 
the people, according to 
Sheikh Hijjawi. 

Responding promptly to 
the fatwa, spokesperson 
Mohammad Oweida of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
party, which is boycotting 
the elections, expressed 
regret that die sheikh has 


involved the Mufti’s office 
in such a matter, saying that 
the election boycott repre- 
sents political differences 
between the government 
and die opposition groups. 

He said Muslims are well 
aware of the meanings of 
sharia (Islamic law). 

‘This fatwa was intended 
to support the government's, 
views and improve its"* 1 / 
image at a time when the . 
people are denied true rep- 
resentation in Parliament. A , 
true fatwa and sharia lav^/” 
would call for boycotting 
such elections and putting .- 
an end to the government’s- 
disregard of the people's 
will,” Dr. Oweida said. 

“We in Jordan are not liv- 
ing in a true shura or true 
democracy, because the 
successive governments 
have been intent on render- 
ing shura and democracy 
void of their meaning. This 
state of affairs has motivat- 
ed the opposition groups to 
boycott the upcoming elec- 


tions and call on people to 
join the boycott as a means 
of pressuring the govern- 
ment to reconsider its posi- 
tion ” he continued. 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment Saturday announced 
the appointment of an offi- 
cial spokesperson for elec- 
tion-related matters. The 
appointment was made 
jupon the recommendation 
l>f Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi to meet national 
requirements and provide 
the public with accurate 
information. 

The announcement was 
made by Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali, who 
said Mazen Armouti will, 
as of Oct. 27, assume the 
cole of spokesperson, 
adding that his mission 
covers the period before the 
elections, the elections, and 
the conclusion, when he 
will announce the results 
on Nov. 11, 1997. 

According to the 


announcement, Mr. 

Armouti will report to the 
Council of Ministers during 
its regular sessions. 

Mr. Armouti, who will be 
assisted by a special team, 
will have an office at the 
prime ministry, provide 
ministers and concerned 
officials with a daily bul- 
letin on the elections, and 
receive daily reports from 
the Ministry of Interior on 
elections news. 

The announcement also 
noted that the official 
spokesperson is the only 
person who can provide the 
media with news on the 
flections, both at the prime 
ministiy and at Jordan Tele- 
vision, and directors of 
television, radio, and the 
news agency, and the direc- 
tor of elections at the Min- 
istry of Interior will have to 
attend daily meetings with 
the official spokesperson 
for coordination purposes. 


Turkish 
business 
expo set 
for next 
year 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jor- 
danian and Turkish busi- 
nesspeople agreed at a 
meeting in Istanbul to 
organise a four-day Turk- 
ish economic exhibition 
in Jordan in May of next 
year. 

.. .The decision, which. was 
taken during the. fourth 
Jordan- Turkey business 
council meeting, followed 
a study by the two sides of 
a Jordanian proposal for 
the establishment of a 
permanent Turkish com- 
mercial centre in Amman 
and a Jordanian centre in 
Istanbul, whose tasks 
would be to promote the 
sale of the two countries’ 
national products. 

The council also agreed 
to hold the council’s fifth 
meeting in Amman during 
the projected Turkish eco- 
nomic exhibition. 

During the meeting, the 
business council members 
held numerous interviews 
with the public and local 
businesspeople, visited 
several projects, and dis- 
cussed scopes of econom- 
ic and trade cooperation. 

Fakhri Bilbeisi, a mem- 
ber of the Jordanian Busi- 
nessmen Association 
(JBA), presented an out- 
line of Jordan's economic 
development and pointed 
out the positive trends in 
the economy, which he 
said achieved success as a 
result of the implementa- 
tion of economic reforms 
and the government’s 
endeavours. 

According to Mr. Bil- 
beisi, last year Jordan 
achieved a 5.2 ! per cent 
economic growth, while 
inflation ' did not exceed 
5.1 per cent, and unem- 
ployment dropped two per 
cent from the 1995 figures 
to reach 13 per cent last 
year. 

Jordan has liberalised its 
monetary policies at a 
time when the central 
bank maintains a stable 
dinar and allows the pub- 
lic to bring into or take 
out of the country any 
amounts of foreign cur- 
rency, he said. 

The monetary policy in 
Jordan has contributed to 
boosting the country’s 
foreign currency reserves, 
while per capita income 
rose to $1,680 in 1996, 
according to Mr. Bilbeisi. 

He also outlined Jor- 
dan’s privatisation pro- 
grammes, its laws encour- 
aging investment in the 
country, and areas in 
which foreign investors 
can launch joint projects 
with Jordanians. 


Cabinet examines Kingdom’s information strategy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Sat- 
urday, during its regular 
session, discussed the 
Kingdom's information 
strategy and a working 
plan for the various infor- 
mation services presented 
by Minister of State for 
Information Affair s Samir 
Mutawi. 

The strategy. Dr. Mutawi 
said in his presentation, 
aims at building & bridge 
for . interaction between 
the government and the 
public, guaranteeing the 
flow of information on 


Jordan’s modern, cultural, 
and democratic image to 
the world, and enhancing 
the country’s role at the 
regional and international 
levels. 

The country’s present 
information policy hinges 
on basic principles reflect- 
ing the government's pro- 
gramme on domestic and 
external issues as directed 
by His. Majesty King Hus- 
sein, according to Dr. 
Mutawi. 

The- strategy entails 
detailing the government’s 
endeavours in administra- 


tive and economic 
reforms, the country's leg- 
islation, and the changes 
required to adapt to the 
challenges of the modem 
age and international and 
regional developments, he 
said. 

Dr. Mutawi noted that 
the strategy includes the 
development of radio and 
television, the Jordan 
news agency, and the 
Press and Publications 
Department. 

Tne heads of these 
departments attending the 
meeting, which was held 


at the Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation, 
submitted plans for their 
respective departments, as 
included in the strategy. 

Several Cabinet mem- 
bers requested that issues 
of concern to the public be 
discussed openly via the 
information services. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali said the 
strategy should help the 
various information 
departments become inde- 
pendent financially and 
administratively. 


NCP denounces U.N. resolution 
threatening further Iraq sanctions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Constitutional 
Party (NCP) Saturday 
strongly condemned a 
UN. Security Council res- 
olution that threatened to 
impose further sanctions 
on Iraq on the grounds that 
it failed to release infor- 
mation on its weapons pro- 
gramme. 

Awad Khaldi, bead of the 
party’s political commit- 
tee, said the resolution 
does not hinge on any 
humanitarian or moral cri- 
teria but reflects the world 


powers’ intention to con- 
tinue killing Iraqi children. 

The American and 
British stands at the coun- 
cil are totally rejected, 
since they do not portray a 
genuine desire to respect 
international Legitimacy 
and U.N. resolutions, 
according to Mr. Khaldi. 

The resolution expressed 
the council’s intention to 
impose a ban on Iraqi mil- 
itary and intelligence offi- 
cials from travelling 
abroad unless Baghdad 
cooperates fully with the 


U.N. weapons inspectors. 

Mr. Khaldi said 

Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
practices and policies and 
his recent terrorist act 
against Hamas leader 

Khaled Misha’ al in 
Amman call for a firm 

British and American 

stand, but the two nations 
only take firm stands 
against the Iraqi people, 
disregarding their human 
rights and their basic right 
to food, medicine, and 
security. 

He urged the Arab 


Nation and Arab leaders to 
take a national and brave 
humanitarian stand in sup- 
port of Iraq, adding that 
Arab weakness tempts the 
world powers to continue 
committing their crimes 
against Iraqi women and 
children. 

Mr. Khaldi also 
denounced Turkish and 
Iranian incursions into 
Iraqi territory, stressing 
that such acts are hostile to 
Arab and Islamic nations 
and would not benefit 
either Turkey or Iran. 


Local actresses find common ground 
after dramatic performance in Beirut 


By Htnd-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Words Sus- 
pended in die Air,” a dra- 
matic rendition of the edu- 
cational drama workshop 
at Al Ahliyeh School for 
Girls, was performed last 
week in Lebanon upon the 
invitation of the pan-Arab 
theatre artist and political 
activist Nidal Ashkar. 

“After witnessing die 
performance of our play in 
Amman back in April, Ms. 
Ashkar invited all 22 girls 
and one male actor from 
the Bishop School to per- 
form at her theatre in 
Beirut,” director Sammar 
Dudin told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to Ms. Dudin, 
this invitation was signifi- 
cant since Ms. Ashkar has 
fought all her life for the- 
atre and sustaining this ait 
form. 

“To have "oar first perfor- 
mance outside Jordan on 
this stage in Beirut was a. 
meaningful invitation for 
all of us,” she said. 

“Words Suspended in 
the Air” is a play that rais- 
es questions about sexual- 
ity, freedom, and the fight 
against discriminative bar- 
riers and tradition in Jor- 
danian society. 

The group gave three 
performances in Beirut to 
a mixed audience of uni- 
versity professors and stn- 
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Two of the actresses in the play ‘Words Suspended in the Air’ rehearse before 
their performance in Beirut The group was invited by Nidal Ashkar, a Lebanese 
theatre artist 


dents. Since the play deals 
with problems relevant to 
Jordanian society, the 
team was hesitant and 
feared that die audience 
would not identify with 
the issues. 

“But they did! There was 
a great degree of identifi- 
cation, as die interaction 
between the actors and the 
audience was highly emo- 
tional and charged,” Ms. 
Dudin stated. 

Symbolism was a major 


technique employed in 
this dramatic piece, and 
the audience in Beirut felt 
that these symbols also 
applied to them, she said. 

“In this workshop, the 
girls stepped out of the 
frame of listening superfi- 
cially to each other and 
became critical thinkers,” 
Ms. Dudin explained. 

The team went to Beirut 
expecting to see a beauti- 
ful and emancipated soci- 
ety, “but they saw destruc- 


tion. something that did 
not look as polished as 
Amman” Ms. Dudin 
remarked. 

Ms. Dudin said she 
believed that the students 
worked collectively and 
that there was a sense of 
great support and harmo- 
ny. 

“Only a creative drama 
experience has the power 
to give this sense of unity,” 
she concluded. 
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Commonwealth airs 



divisions over economy, trade 


EDINBURGH (R) — 

Disagreements over the 
pace of change in the glob- 
al economy hung over the 
Commonwealth summit 
Saturday as rich countries 
urged small members not to 
duck the challenge of open- 
ing up their markets. 

As leaders of the 54- 
nation group sought to 
thrash out an ‘'Edinburgh 
declaration” of economic 
principles, British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair 
acknowledged that not 
everyone was happy with 
the headlong rush towards a 
global market with no barri- 
ers. ! 

“Liberalisation is never * 
easy but is essential for 
long-term global growth. 
We must therefore face up 
to the challenge of how to 
achieve it,” a spokesman 
quoted Mr. Blair as saying. 

‘“Members have different 
perspectives but they have a 
common interest, which is 
to build global prosperity 
for the benefit of all our 
countries and all our peo- 
ple, and die 

Commonwealth has a con- 
structive role to play in 


that,” he added. 

The backlash against 
unbridled capitalism has 
been led by some of the 
Commonwealth's biggest 


countries. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif 
said the triumph of eco- 
nomic and political liberal- 
ism marked by foe end of 
the cold war might prove to 
be short-lived unless foe 
playing fields of the new 
economic order were made 
level. 

“Free markets might be 
the rage of our times, but its 
rules are strangely way- 
ward. Market access is not 
readily given to the exports 
from developing countries," 
he told foe meeting. 

Malaysia’s outspoken 
prime minister, Mahathir 
Mohamad, described the 
globalised economy as 
“anarchic.” 

“This is an unfair world. 
Many of us have struggled 
hard and even shed blood in 
order to be independent. 
When borders are down and 
foe world becomes a single 
entity, independence can 
become meaningless,” Mr. 


Mahathir told foe .summit 

The belief that global 
trading rules are tilted 
against developing coun- 
tries has been thrown into 
especially sharp relief by 
Caribbean countries angry 
over a World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) ruling 
that threatens to decimate 
their important banana 
exports to the European 
Union. 

Antiguan Prime Minister 
Lester Bird said foe finding 
that - EU quotas for 
Caribbean producers dis- 
criminated against Latin 
American exporters would 
wreak havoc Mid hit out at 
the belief in purely free 
markets underpinning foe 
WTO’s rule book. 

“The wisdom behind the 
theory of immediate adjust- 
ment is the wisdom of 
economists who do not 
have to stand in the dock of 
democratic judgement 
called ‘general elections’, 
nor do they have to face the 
people who have been 
deprived of jobs,” he said. 

Britain, which is sympa- 
thetic to foe plight of 
Caribbean banana growers, 


announced it would con- 
vene a regional forum next 
spring with the Caribbean 
community (Caricom) to 
tackle problems of econom- 
ic development and diversi- 
fication. 

Mr. Blair acknowledged 
that foe private sector alone 
could not assure that the 
fruits of growth were fairly 
shared but he was adamant 
that no Commonwealth 
country could not turn its 
back on foreign investors if 
it wanted to prosper. 

His spokesman played 
down divisions over eco- 
nomic issues, saying there 
was no great ideological rift 
but rather serious discus- 
sion on how best to reap foe 
benefits of increased trade 
and investment. 

Mr. Blair also urged fel- 
low leaders to send out a 
strong message from the 
meeting on the importance 
of firm action at 
December’s climate 

change conference in 
Kyoto, Japan, to curb glob- 
al warming, which he 
called one of foe greatest 
threats to sustainable devel- 


opment. 


Danish court rejects bid to lock 
up alleged nursing home killer 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Danish police said Saturday 
they had failed in a court bid 
to lock up a former nursing 
borne assistant charged with 
murdering 22 elderly people. 

De nmar k’s Court of Appeal 
Friday confirmed an earlier 
lower court decision to 
release the 32-year-old 
woman, who is accused of 
killing IS women and seven 
men with lethal doses of tran- 
quillisers between .1994 and 
this yean 

The woman was released 
from custody Tuesday, a day 
after being arrested, on the 
grounds that the evidence 
was not strong enough to jus- 
tify her detention and that she 
was unlikely to flee. 

The decision caused out- 


rage in Denmark, with 
Copenhagen municipal 
authorities saying foe release 
would provoke more fear 
amongst elderly people. 

Police lodged an appeal 
and gathered more evidence 
to use against her. The officer 
in charge of foe case, Kurt 
Jensen, said powerful new 
proof had been presented to 
foe Coart of Appeal but it 
rejected foe police request. 

Ml Jensen believes foe 
woman, who cannot be 
named, under Danish law, 
may have had more victims 
and is studying the cases of 
64 residents who died at the 
Copenhagen nursing home 
dunng her time there. 

A 50-year-old female doc- 
tor in charge of medical con- 


trol at the home has also been 
Charged with manslaughter 
and serious professional mis- 
conduct, bat has not been 
arrested. 

After being suspended 
from the hospital she has 
continued to work at foe 
surgery of a general practi- 
tioner; the public health office 
said 

The doctor has told police 
foe nursing assistant acted on 
her own initiative to replace 
foe patients’ regular medica- 
tion with the tranquilliser 
ketogan, which is lethal in 
large doses. 

That conflicts with state- 
ments given try the suspected 
killer, who said she followed 
doctors’ orders except in iso- 
lated emergency cases. 


1 killed in 
N. Ireland 
blast 


Diana’s photo removed as 
Charles visits landmines stand 


BELFAST (AFP) — A 
man was fatally wounded 
Saturday when a bomb 
blew up his car at Bangor, 
northeast of Belfast, 
Northern Ireland Minister 
Adam Ingram said. 

The blast took place in a 
Protestant area known as 
Kilcooley. 

The car caught fire after 
foe blast, which was 
believed due to a device 
placed under foe vehicle. 

The man suffered serious 
leg injuries and died from 
his wounds in hospital. 

There was no claim of 
responsibility, but security 
force sources said the inci- 
dent was believed to be a 
settling of scores within 
the Unionist (pro-British) 
camp. 

“We have some indica- 


EDINBURGH (AFP) — 
Charity bosses at a Red 
Cross anti-landmine exhibi- 
tion here ordered a poster of 
foe Princess of Wales to be 
taken down when Prince 
Charles made an unsched- 
uled stop at foe stand. 

Red Cross workers were 
still upset about tire move 
Saturday. “It's a shame, she 
did a lot for landmines. It 
was very disrespectful,” one 
said. 

The order to take down foe 
poster came from the 
London headquarters of the 
charity. Prince Charles mq de- 
the unscheduled stop late 
Friday during a tour of the 
centre for non-governmental 
organisations in Edinburgh 
at foe Commonwealth heads 
of government meeting. 

The poster, which was 
made from a photograph 
taken while Diana was on 


her high-profile visit to 
Angola in January, showed 
her caressing foe cheek of 
an Angolan girl whose leg 
had been amputated. 

It said her work in raising 
awareness of the devastation 
caused by landmines was a 
lasting tribute to Diana. 

Some workers at the exhi- 
bition said privately they 
were dismayed at the 
removal of foe poster but 
cheered by foe Prince’s 
decision to stop off at their 
staff 

Frank Ryding, an anaes- 
thetist working in the field, 
said foe prince did not refer : 
to the impact of Diana’s 
public support for foe cause, 
but that be showed himself 
knowledgeable on the sub- 
ject of mines. 

“He asked about the work 
in the field with mine vic- 
tims and asked about foe 


butterfly mine. It’s the one 
that chil dren think is a toy 
because it’s green and plas- 
tic,” he said. 

Prince Charles, who is 
attending his first 
Commonwealth s ummi t, 
said during his tour of the 
centre that he did not know 
whether he would succeed 
his mother as head of the 
Commonwealth. 

‘T have no idea, it depends 
cm the people,” he said 

But in a later speech to a 
Commonwealth youth 

-forum the prince hinted that 
. he would like to have a role 
!ih the organisation. 

Speculation about foe 
Commonwealth’s future 

links with the royal family 
has surfaced, with one offi- 
cial saying future British 
monarchs would not auto- 
matically become head of 
foe 54-nation organisation. 


non it was not sectarian. 
Mr. Ingram said 

The Kilcooley area has 
already been the scene of 
incident between rival 
paramilitary groups. 

In a separate incident, 
the Protestant Loyal 
Volunteer Force militia 
threatened Saturday to 
attack a building near the 
site of multi-party talks on 
Northern Ireland’s future 
unless Irish officials left it 
within 48 hours. 

In a coded statement sent 
to Northern Ireland televi- 
sion station, the Unionist 
LVF said the building 
would be considered a 
“legitimate target," 

The talks have brought 
together moderate 

Unionists and Sinn Fein, 
political wing of the out- 
lawed Irish Republican 
Army. Informed sources 
said the statement was not 
related to foe Bangor blast 


Judges, prosecutors to testify about court failures 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Top judges, prosecutors 
and defence lawyers will tes- 
tify to foe Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
from Monday about foe 
country’s apartheid-era legal 
system, which some say con- 
tributed to human rights abus- 
es. 

The General Council of foe 
Bar of South Africa has 
blamed judges of systemati- 
cally failing to oppose state- 
sponsored rights abuses 
under white-minority rule, 
which ended in the historic 
1994 all-race elections. 

Magistrates, meanwhile, 
have disagreed about foe level 
to which the court system 
upheld racist legislation and 
aided foe state in its war 
against anti-apaitbeid groups, 
including President Nelson 
Mandela’s now r uling 
African National Congress 
(ANQ. 

In a thick submission made 


public last week, the bar 
argued that judges were over- 
ly conservative, and presided 
over an “unjust” legal system. 

Police and military officers 
detained, tortured and killed 
thousands of activists during 
apartheid, often justifyin g 
their actions by citing emer- 
gency legislation. 

Some perpetrators have 
applied to foe truth panel for 
amnesty in exchange for a 
full confession of their politi- 
cally motivated acts. 

Many of foe appointees to 
foe country’s appellate divi- 
sion were hand-picked by the 
ruling National Party (NP), 
which sought to uphold 
sweeping stale of emergency 
powers, the lawyers said. 

“We do not subscribe to foe 
view that judges were power- 
less in foe face of foe doctrine 
of parliamentary sovereign- 
ty,” foe group said. “South 
African courts were slow to 
respond to the blatant abuse 


of administrative power 
which characterised the 
apartheid era.” 

At least five top judges, 
including former Chief 
Justice Michael Corbett, have 
admitted to failings of foe 
court system, but say they 
were often not permitted to 
do more. 

“For all foe deep injustices 
perpetuated by law, there 
remained a real sense in 
which (he techniques and 
procedures of law remained 
independent from foe gross 
manipulation of the executive 
and in which justice was 
sometimes seen to be done,” 
the five said in a written sub- 
mission. 

“No account of these years 
would be accurate if it were 
not accepted that justice was 
done and seen to be done in 
some cases,” foe statement 
added. 

Four other judges, however, 
said “bad decisions” by the 


courts were foe exception 
rather than the rule. 

“It is true there were judges 
who behaved badly or gave 
demonstrably bad decisions, 
but that is true of judges 
throughout the world; judges 
are but human and are bound 
to sometimes err," foe four 
said in a joint submission. 

Many judges were hostile 
to foe government's policies, 
yet agreed to be appointed to 
foe Supreme Court, foe 
judges added. 

The judicial hearings are 
expected to end Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The truth commission is 
empowered to grant amnesty 
to perpetrators from all sides 
of foe political spectrum who 
fully admit their deeds and 
can prove political motives. 

It has not been made public 
whether any judges or 
lawyers are among the nearly 
7,000 people who have 
applied for amnesty. 



LONDON (AP) 


government 
announced its intention^ 



Commonwealth Secretary General Emeka Anyaoku (left) makes a point as 
Australia’s Prime Minister John Howard (centre) and Britain’s Prime Minister Tony 
Blair listen before the start of the second session of the Commonwealth heads of gov- 
ernment (Renter photo) 


Asian crime syndicates flooding 
Australia with illegal immigrants 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Organised Asian crime syn- 
dicates and corrupt con- 
sulate officials were helping 
flood Australia with illegal 
immigrants to aid drug 
smuggling, prostitution and 
extortion rackets, a report 
said Saturday. 

“Human smuggling repre- 
sents a serious threat to 
Australia," a recent closed 
meeting of senior police 
and forensic experts was 
warned in Sydney, the 
Australian newspaper said. 

Richard Basham, an 
expert on Asian crime, told 
foe meeting that immigrants 
were forced into crimes 
such as prostitution in “near 
slavery” conditions to repay 
debts to criminal groups for 
entering the country. 

“Failure to repay such 
debts will invoke serious 
sanctions, including mur- 


der,” said Mr. Basham, head 
of Sydney University’s 
Anthropology Department 

He said immi grants, par- 
ticularly from China, were 
being forced to pay as much 
as 15.000 Australian dollars 
(S 10.800) to crime gangs 
who charged high interest 
rates. 

Chinese triads and other 
Asian gangs saw Australia 
as a “soft target" and had an 
almost free hand in helping 
immigrants pose as students 
on sham English-language 
programmes. Unless immi- 
gration laws were substan- 
tially tightened foe matter 
would only get worse, Mr. 
Basham said. 

The meeting of foe 
Australian Academy of 
Forensic Scientists was told 
police should treat all offi- 
cial documents from Asia 
with caution and “take 


care” when exchanging 
sensitive information with 
their Asian counterparts. 

Mr. Basham said corrupt 
consulate officials in Asia 
had been known to provide 
fake documents for illegal 
entry into Australia or legit- 
imate documents to unde- 
sirable immigrants. 

The meeting was also 
warned that foe illegal 
immigrants were unlikely 
to pay tax or cooperate with 
Australian laws and author- 


ities. 

Some Asian cultures did 
not consider heroin impor- 
tation and dealing, loan 
shariring. extortion and 
prostitution as serious 
crimes and Australia need- 
ed to be aware of these and 
other cultural differences 
when combating Asian 
crime, foe meeting heard. 


Judges, prosecutors, lawyers 
to testify about court failures 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Top judges, prosecutors 
and defence lawyers will 
testify to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
from Monday about the 
country's apartheid-era 
legal system, which some 
say contributed to human 
rights abuses. 

The General Council of 
foe Bar of South Africa has 
blamed judges of systemat- 
ically failing to oppose 
state-sponsored rights abus- 
es under white-minority 
rule, which ended in foe 
historic 1994 all-race elec- 


tions. 

Magistrates, meanwhile, 
have disagreed about foe 
level to which foe court sys- 
tem upheld racist legisla- 
tion and aided foe state in 


its war against ann- 
apartheid groups, including 
President Nelson 

Mandela's now ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC). 

In a thick submission 
made public last week, foe 
bar argued that judges were 
overly conservative, and 
presided over an “unjust” 
legal system. 

Police and militaiy offi- 
cers detained, tortured and 
killed thousands of activists 
during apartheid, often jus- 
tifying their actions by cit- 


ing emergency legislation. 

Some perpetrators have 
applied to foe truth panel 
for amnesty in exchange for 
a full confession of their 
politically motivated acts. 

Many of the appointees to 
foe country’s appellate divi- 
sion were hand-picked by 
the ruling National Party 
(NP), which sought to 
uphold sweeping state of 
emergency powers, the 
lawyers said. 

“We do not subscribe to 
foe view that judges were 
powerless in the face of the 
doctrine of parliamentary 
sovereignty,” the group 
said. “South African courts 
were slow to respond to foe 
blatant abuse of administra- 
tive power which charac- 
terised foe apartheid era.” 

At least five top judges, 
including former Chief 
Justice Michael Corbett, 
have admitted to failings of 
the court system, but say 
they were often not permit- 
ted to do more. 

“For all the deep injus- 
tices perpetuated by law, 
there remained a real sense 
in which foe techniques and 
procedures of law remained 
independent from the gross 
manipulation of foe execu- 
tive and in which justice 
was sometimes seen to be 
done,” foe five said in a 


written submission. 

“No account of these 
years would be accurate if 
it were not accepted that 
justice was done and seen 
to be done in some cases.” 
foe statement added. 

Four other judges, howev- 
er. said “bad decisions” by 
foe courts were the excep- 
tion rather than the rule. 

“It is true there were 
judges who behaved badly 
or gave demonstrably bad 
decisions, but that is true of 
judges throughout the 
world; judges are but 
human and are bound to 
sometimes err,” the four 
said in a joint submission. 

Many judges were hostile 
to the government’s poli- 
cies, yet agreed to be 
appointed to the Supreme 
Court, the judges added. 

The judicial hearings are 
expected to end Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The truth commission is 
empowered to grant 
amnesty to perpetrators 
from all sides of the politi- 
cal spectrum who fully 
admit their deeds and can 
prove political motives. 

It has not been made pub- 
lic whether any judges or 
lawyers are among the 
nearly 7,000 people who 
have applied for amnesty. 


Couple saw cars passing, 
following Diana's limo 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
couple driving directly in 
front of the car carrying 
Princess Diana saw two 
cars pass her limousine 
and others approaching it 
from foe rear before it 
crashed, the Fox news 
channel said Friday. 

In a televised interview, 
Mohammed Medjahdi and 
his girlfriend, Souad 
Mousakkir, seemed to 
strengthen foe theory of 
French investigators that a 
second car — perhaps a 
white Fiat Uno — was 
involved in the Paris crash 


that killed Diana, her 
friend Dodi Fayed and 
their driver, Henri Paul. 

The Fox report quoted 
Mr. Medjahdi and Ms. 
Mousakkir as saying their 
CitroSn was travelling at 
about SO kph and the 
princess’s Mercedes, 
directly behind, seemed to 
be going much faster as 
foe cars entered a tunnel 
alongside the seine. 

Ms. Mousakkir told foe 
television channel. “I saw 
two cars drive by the 
Mercedes, but there were 
several other cars coming 


up behind.” 

It had been known that 
photographers on motor- 
cycles were pursuing 
Diana and Fayed. 

French prosecutors say 
the car’s driver, Henri 
Paul, was drunk and had 
taken prescription drugs, 
but they have not released 
their conclusions about the 
cause of foe Aug. 31 crash. 
The search for a second 
car was set off by glass 
from a taillight and paint 
chips and scrapes found at 
the scene. 


fully incorporate 
European Convention 
Human Rights into I 
law for foe first time. , vv 
Under the government^ 
proposed legislation, peo- 
ple who believe their 
human rights have been 
violated will be able to 
seek redress through the 
local courts. 

Home Secretary Jack 
Straw said such plaintiffs 
would “no longer have to 
tread foe long and hard 
road” to foe European 
Court Of Human Rights In 
Strasbourg, France, to 
obtain a ruling. 

“Britain had a major ride 
in drafting foe convention 
and was foe first to ratify it 
in 1951. But we have been 
almost alone in Europe in 
not incorporating it into our 
own law,” Mr. Straw said. 
“Now, nearly 50 years 
later, the British people's 
rights are coming home.” 
Under the legislation, 
local courts will be obliged 
to interpret British law in 
line with the European con- 
vention as widely as possi- 
ble. 

When there is a violation, 
British courts will be able 
to award damages similar 
to awards made by the 
Strasbourg court, which are 
relatively small compared 
to those made in British 
civil cases. 

Judges will not be able to 
strike down existing laws 
that conflict with the con- 
vention, but a “fast track” 
procedure will be put in 
place for amending legisla- 
tion if higher courts declare 
it incompatible. 

The Labour government 
also announced it would 
support foe establishment 
of a parliamentary commit- 
tee on human rights, but 
reiterated it had no plans 
for a human rights commis- 
sion, being sought by many 
civil liberties groups. 

Still, the proposed legis- 
lation was welcomed 
Friday by John Wadham, 
director of the civil liber- 
ties group liberty. 

“This is foe most impor- 
tant day in liberty’s 60-year 
history because, for the 
first time, individuals will 
have fundamental h uman 
rights,” Mr. Wadham said. 

But Sir Brian 
Mawhinney, spokesman on 
home affairs for the oppo- 
sition Conservative Party, 
criticised foe legislation, 
saying that “for foe first 
time in history in some 
cases, British judges are i 
going to be able to tell par- 
liament what laws they 
should and should not 
pass” 
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Mild quakes 
shake 


central Italy 
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ROME (AFP) — Two mild 
earthquakes shook central 
Italy before dawn Saturday, 
but caused no casualties or 
property damage, foe 
National Geophysical 
Institute in Rome said. 

The tremors, measuring 
six and four respectively on 
foe Mercalli scale, struck 
five minutes apart shortly 
after 5:00 a m, (0300 
GMT), with foe epicentre 
in the area of Valneiina, 
east of Perugia. 

Central Italy has been 
shaken by a series of earth- 
quakes since September 26, 
causing 12 ftearhs as well as 
property damage in excess 
of $2 billion. 

Some 38,000 people are 
without permanent shelter 
after their homes 
destroyed or damaged, JJ 
an area with a population of 
about 500,000 inhabitants- 

The historic Saint Francis 
of Assisi basilica has. been 
hard hit by foe shocks, 
part of the shrine -will t* 
reopened for religious^* 
vices Sunday, Frauds^ 
monks said. 
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U.S. air force says 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
The U.S. Air Force has 
coacluded a pilot deliber- 
ately flew a bomb-laden 
warplane into a snowy peak 
in Colorado’s Rocky 
Mountains six months ago 
to commit suicide, a 
Defence Department offi- 
cial said Friday. 

CapL Craig Button. 32, 
and his A- 10 Thunderbolt 
disappeared during a rou- 
tine training mission on 
April 2 when the aircraft 
veered off course after 
takeoff from Davis-Mon- 
than Air Force base in Ari- 
zona. 

An extensive three-week 
search, hampered by 
weather conditions and for- 
bidding terrain, eventually 
turned up wreckage on 
Gold Dust Peak near Vail. 

The official said an Air 
Force report on the incident 
due to be released next 
week concluded Button 
“apparently committed sui- 
cide but did" not make the 
decision until after he was 
airborne.” 

The official said that 
without other evidence 
such as mechanical failure 


or lack of oxygen causing 
button to pass out, the 
investigating officer came 
to the conclusion that But- 
ton had intentionally flown 
his plane into the mountain. 

“There was no evidence 
that he was depressed and 
there was no evidence of 
any medical problem such 
as hypoxia (lack of oxy- 
gen), no evidence of engine 
failure, or no conclusion of 
intentional theft of the air- 
craft,” the official said. 

‘Taking all of this in its 
totality, the investigating 
officer determined that the 
most likely cause was 
unpremeditated suicide.” 

The official said the 
investigating report con- 
cluded that because the A- 
10 had skirted other moun- 
tains and flown over other 
airfields the warplane was 
in Button's control at all 
times and the crash was 
"probably not an accident.” 

Pentagon spokesman Ken 
Bacon said he did not know 
the results the investiga- 
tion, but “suicide was 
always high on the list of 
possibilities." 

Although 70 per cent of 


the aircraft's munitions and 
almost nine tonnes of the 
1 3-tonne plane were recov- 
ered after 10 weeks of sift- 
ing through wreckage, four 
220 kilogramme conven- 
tional bombs on board 
were not found at the crash 
site. 

The Air Force said it was 
reviewing eyewitness 
accounts and other evi- 
dence along the plane’s 
path in an effort to locate 
the bombs. 

Button and his A- 10 dis- 
appeared from the rear of a 
three-plane Delta forma- 
tion over Arizona and 
veered northeast into Col- 
orado some 1360 kilome- 
tres from where the train- 
ing exercise was taking 
place. 

He flew an erratic course 
for three hours in total 
silence, out of communica- 
tion with anyone on the 
ground. 

An Air Force investiga- 
tion into button’s back- 
ground, conducted immedi- 
ately after the plane and its 
pilot went missing, turned 
up nothing to explain why 
he disappeared. 
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More than 250 cracks 
found in Chernobyl reactor 


KIEV (AFP) — About 260 cracks have 
been detected in the cooling system of 
reactor number three at the Chernobyl 
nuclear plant in Ukraine, a spokesman for 
tbe plan has disclosed. 

He said the cracks in the tubes of the 
cooling system had been found in time and 
there had been no leakage of contaminated 
water. 

“No increase in radioactivity has been 
recorded,” spokesman Mikhailo Bogdanov 
said Friday. 

He said "poor quality steel" or excessive 
metal fatigue could have caused the 
cracks. 

“It will take at least two months to repair 
all that.” he said, estimating the cost of the 


repair work at between seven and 10 mil- 
lion hryvnas ($3.8 and $5.4 million). 

Reactor number three is the only one of 
the plant's original four reactors still func- 
tioning. Reactor four exploded on April 
26, 1986, in the worst civilian nuclear 
accident in history. 

Reactor two was shut down in October 
1991 after a fire aod, last November, the 
Ukrainian government halted reactor num- 
ber one under an agreement with the 
Group of Seven industrial nations which 
wants the whole plant closed down. 

Ukraine derives almost 50 per cent of its 
electricity from its five nuclear plants: 
Chernobyl, Rivne, Khmelnitsky, Pivdeno 
Ukrainska and Zaporizhya. 
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DURBAN, South Africa 
(R) — Thirty-three people 
on their way to a political 
rally burnt to death Satur- 
day in a pre-dawn crash 
between a bus and a fuel 
tanker truck in South 
Africa's Kwazulu-Natal 
province, a transport offi- 
cial said. 

The bus, canying mainly 
women supporters of the 
Zulu leader, chief Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi. collided 
with a stationary fuel-laden 
tanker truck which explod- 
ed on impact, said Trans- 
port Ministry spokes- 
woman Ranjeni 

Munusamy. 

The victims were burnt 
beyond recognition and 
several were reduced to 


ashes in the inferno which 
rook rescuers over two 
hours to douse, she said. 
“Rescuers found five small 
skulls which are believed to 
be those of children.” said 
Munusamy. 

Mr. Buthelezi said he was 
shocked by the deaths. "It is 
with great shock and con- 
sternation that I’ve heard of 
the terrible accident that 
has taken place where more 
than 30 members of my 
party — women who were 
coming to attend the 
women’s brigade annual 
conference in Ulundi — 
were killed,” he said on 
state radio. 

A spokesman for ins 
Inkaiha Freedom Party said 
a special fund would be set 


up to provide for the fami- 
lies of the victims who 
were travelling to Ulundi, 
the heart of the predomi- 
nantly Zulu province. 

A nurse at a nearby hospi- 
tal said up to 15 people had 
been treated for serious 
burns and shock. About five 
survivors with more serious 
injuries were taken 100 
kilometres south to the 
Indian Ocean port city of 
Durban for specialised 
treatment. 

National Transport Minis- 
ter Mac .Maharaj has 
declared a week of mourn- 
ing for the deaths of 53 
people, including the 33, 
killed in Kwazulu-Natal 
road accidents in the past 
six days. 



Sri Lanka capital sealed for 
search amid suicide bomber fears 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
Sri Lankan capital Colom- 
bo was sealed off for nearly 
eight hours in an unprece- 
dented move Saturday as 
security forces mounted a 
house-to-house search and 
detained nearly 1,000 sus- 
pects, police said. 

All entry points to the city 
were closed and troops 
assisted by police checked 
identity papers and 
searched homes in an oper- 
ation mounted just after 
midnight and concluded 
around 8:00 a.m.(0200 

GMT), police said. 

"The operation was a suc- 
cess,” Colombo’s police 
chief. Deputy -Inspector 
General T. B. Dissanayake, 
told AFP. “We have round- 
ed up several people for 
questioning and the interro- 


gations are now m 
progress.” 

Official sources said near- 
ly 1,000 people, including 
150 women, without proper 
identity papers or unable to 
explain their presence in the 
capital were detained. 

The mass search followed 
an earlier police warning 
that at least two dozen sui- 
cide bombers of the sepa- 
ratist Liberatio n Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were 
believed to have infiltrated 
the capital. 

Even as the search began, 
the Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
attacked an army bunker 
line in the north of the 
country, killing six soldiers 
for the loss of three of their 
own men, officials said. 

They said seven soldiers 
were also wounded in the 


pre-dawn attack against the 
army’s defences at Chet- 
tikulam, about 260 kilome- 
tres north of here. 

In a statement broadcast 
repeatedly over state radio, 
the Defence Ministry said 
no vehicles would be 
allowed to enter or leave * 
Colombo during the search, ■ 
Residents were asked io ; 
stay indoors and cooperate- -i 
with security forces. ■ 1 

“The Defence Ministry ix 
confident that the public- J 
will bear this degree of- 
inconvenience in the: idler- 
est of national security,” the-' 
statement said. However, 
no curfew was declared. 

The ministry said the 
chief occupants of houses 
would be told within six 
hours if any member was 
detained for questioning. 


Saturday is a normal 
working day for the private 
sector in Sri Lanka 
although it is a holiday for 

most government depart- 
ments. The sudden search 
forced the postponement of 
several school events. 

Residents of Colombo’s 
Maligawatte area said air 
force troopers searched 
houses and checked the 
identity papers of occu- 
pants, but in the more fash- 
ionable diplomatic areas of 
Cinnamon Gardens there 
was no sign of security 
checks. 

Office workers said they 
were turned back at the 
Kelaniya Bridge without 
being allowed entry to the 
city Saturday morning. 
However by mid-day, traf- 
fic began to build up in the 


city. 

During the city-wide 
search, people going to hos- 
pitals and the international 
airport were told they could 
proceed after establishing 
their identities although no 
other vehicles would be 
allowed to leave or enter 
Colombo, the ministry 
statement said. 

The government action 
came 10 days after 20 peo- 
ple were killed and 105 
wounded when Tamil guer- 
rillas detonated a truck 
bomb in the financial centre 
here. 

Police have warned that 
there could be more suicide 
bombings, a trade mart: of 
the LTTE, and sought pub- 
lic assistance to track down 
rebel infil trators in the cap- 
ital and its subuzbs. 


Jiang endorses key 
human rights covenant 
ahead of U.S. visit 


BEUING (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin autho- 
rised China’s accession to 
the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights Saturday a 
day ahead of his state visit 
to the United States. 

But relatives of China’s 
top dissidents held out little 
hope that the concession on 
human rights would lead to 
prison releases during 
Jiang's eight-day trip. 

‘Today I've authorised 
China’s permanent repre- 
sentative to the United 
Nations, Ambassador Qin 
Huasun, to sign on behalf 
of the Chinese government 
the covenant at the United 
Nations headquarters,” Mr. 
Jiang said at a media brief- 
ing before his state visit to 
Washington. “This move 
demonstrates once again 
the government's staunch 
determination to promote 
human rights conditions in 
China and the world as a 
whole," he added. 

The convention is one of 
two major U.N. conven- 
tions on human rights, with 
the second being the 
covenant on civil and polit- 
ical rights, and Mr. Jiang 
said in April that China 
would sign the pact before 
the end of the year. But the 
riming of the announce- 
ment was clearly aimed at 
defusing heavy pressure 
from the United States for 
China to improve its human 
rights record and release 
top dissidents like Wei 
Jingsheng and Wang Dan 
ahead of the summit. 

“The Chinese constitution 
and laws of China have 
clear stipulations which 
guarantee that the citizens 
of China have freedom of 
meeting, expression and 
religious belief,” Mr. Jiang 
said in response to a ques- 
tion about their possible 
release. 

“You just referred to 
those people as dissidents. 
However, their cases were 
not handled because of 
their political views or reli- 
gious beliefs but because 
they had violated specific 
laws of China,” he added. 

In the past, China has 
released a number of its 
well-known dissidents by 
freeing them on medical 
parole on the condition they 
leave the country. But the 
families of Wang and Wei 
were pessimistic that Bei- 
jing — which keeps insist- 
ing that the judiciary is an 
independent arm and not 
subject to political pres- 
sures — would be freed. 

‘I don’t expect too much 
from President Jiang 
Zemin’s visit to the United 
States,” Mr. Wang’s mother, 
Wang Lingyun, said in a 
telephone interview. “Last 


month, Wang Dan himself 
filed a petition for medical 
parole, but there has been 
no answer so far,” she said, 
Mr. Wang. 28, was one of 
the principle leaders of the 
1989 pro-democracy 
demonstrations and is serv- 
ing an 11-year term for 
conspiring to subvert the 
government. 

Mr. Wei, 47, who is well- 
known as the father of 
China’s democracy move- 
ment, has spent only six 
months of the last 18 years 
in freedom and is cuirently 
serving 14 years for con- 
spiring to subvert the gov- 
ernment 

"Last year, we filed a 
petition for medical parole 
and this year, we filed 
another one, but there has 
been no news,” -his brother- 
Wei Xiaotao told AFP. 

“I don’t know what Presi- 
dent Jiang and President 
Clinton will discuss so its 
bard to tell if there is even a 
possibility for medical 
parole for my brother,” he 
added. 

Mr. Jiang will be die first 
Chinese president in 12 
years to make a state visit to 
the United States when he 
arrives in Hawaii Sunday. 
In addition to Washington, 
he will also travel to 
Philadelphia to tour the 
Independence Hall and ring 
the Liberty Bell and visit 
Williamsburg, New York, 
Boston and Los Angeles. 

By ratifying the human 
rights covenant, China will 
become the 136th signatory 
of the convention, which 
only officially came into 
being in 1976 after 20 years 
of debate. Its first article 
sets out the right of peoples 
to self-determination, and 
their entitlement to order 
their own wealth and natur- 
al resources. The four fol- 
lowing articles commit 
member states to adopting 
the appropriate means, 
notably legislative, to pro- 
gressively ensure the full 
exercise of human rights 
recognised in the pact, and 
to ensure equality between 
the sexes. 

The convention also 
recognises the right to work 
and to enjoy just and fair 
working conditions and 
imposes reasonable limits 
on the working day. 

In si gning the convention, 
member states also commit 
themselves to recognising 
the right of people to form 
or join trade unions. 

State education and pro- 
tection for families, free 
uncoerced marriage, and 
recognition of the right of 
all to a decent standard of 
living for themselves and 
their families is also cov- 
ered by the convention. 


Italian woman weds in style after saving for 40 years 
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MESSINA, Sicily (R) — 
A 64-year-old Italian 
peasant who saved for 
40 years for a fairy-tale 
wedding complete with 
caviar, champagne and a 
horse-drawn carriage 


finally saw her dream 
come true Friday. 

Vittoria ChiUemi, a 
farm worker, saved more 
ffian 50 million lire 
($29,000) to buy a white 
bridal gown worth 20 


million lire and hire a 
19 th century coach 
drawn by two white 
horses so she could 
marry in style. 

The mayor of Aotillo, 
a village in eastern Sici- 


ly, said he had cordoned 
off the main street and 
most of the 800 resi- 
dents Turned out to 
watch Chillemi wed 68- 
year-old Sebastiano 
MaccarTone, to whom 


she had become engaged 
at the age of 24. 

The happy couple cele- 
brated with a wedding 
banquet of caviar and 
champagne and were 
serenaded by violinists. 


Experts raise alarm bells 
over spread of AIDS 


MANILA (AFP) — 
Experts and officials Satur- 
day raised alarm bells over 
the spread of AIDS in the 
Asia-Pacific region and 
called for a united effort to 
prevent the deadly condi- 
tion. 

Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos, in a keynote 
address at the opening of an 
international conference on 
AIDS here, said it was 
“time for the people of the 
Asia-Pacific to recognise 
the imminent danger of the 
AIDS challenge.” 

He said governments 
must not “sidestep the issue 
using lack of resources as 
an excuse” and called on 
nations to “share experi- 
ences ... and be united in an 
unwavering commitment to 
combat (the spread of) 
AIDS.” 

The Filipino leader 
admitted that the search for 
an antidote against AIDS 
had been concentrated in 
the West because most 
Asian countries could not 
afford the cost of medical 
research. 

But "this should not lead 
us to be defeatist in our atti- 
tudes ” he said. 

Mr. Ramos said his coun- 
try “will Dot stop with mere 
directives or expressions of 
support” but take concrete 
action like hastening the 
approval of a bill boosting 
AIDS education and pro- 
tecting the rights of AIDS 
victims. 

Han Sang Tae, head of the 
World Health Organisa- 
tion’s Western Pacific 
office based in Manila, said 
efforts to fight AIDS would 
require a “rapid response 


from all of us." 

Only “aggressive and 
appropriate intervention 
can reduce the numbers,” 
he added. 

GLIles Pomerol, WHO 
regional adviser for AIDS 
and sexually transmitted 
diseases, said HIV cases in 
the Asia-Pacific region 
would reach eight to nine 
million by 2000 from the 
current estimate of about 
four million. 

“The epidemic in Asia 
started 10 years later than 
most areas in the world,” he 
told AFP. ‘ 

Cases of HTV-infection in 
Africa are projected to 
reach 17 million by 2000 
from 15 million now, be 
said, adding: T don’t think 
it (the Asia-Pacific region) 
will 1 ever reach theievel of 
Africa.” 

In some African coun- 
tries, 20 per cent of all sex- 
ually-active adults are 
infected. 

The highest incidence in 
Asia is in Thailand and 
Cambodia where about two 
per cent of sexually-active 
adults had been tested posi- 
tive for HIV, he said. 

However, U.N. AIDS 
executive director Peter 
Piot warned that the situa- 
tion in Asia was "mostly 
likely to dwarf” other 
regions if the situation was 
not contained. 

Geoff Mantly, UJ'L AIDS 
country programme advis- 
er, said Asia-Pacific hosts 
about half of the world’s 
population and has "poten- 
tially more people who 
could become infected” 
with the AIDS virus. 

Acquired immune defi- 


ciency syndrome kills by 
attacking the body's 
immune system. 

It is caused by the human 
immune deficiency virus 
(HIV) which is spread 
mostly by sexual contact 
and other exchange of bod- 
ily fluids as in blood trans- 
fusions or sharing of 
syringes. 

Mr. Piot said there was 
"striking proof that preven- 
tion works,” citing the 
slowdown in the spread of 
AIDS in Australia and 
Thailand and the low rates 
of AIDS in the Philippines 
and Singapore. 

He called on Asian coun- 
tries ‘to shatter complacen- 
cy and bring AIDS to the 
forefront of every nation 
and government” and 
"encourage grassroots 
action against the epidem- 
ic.” 

Mr. Ramos admitted that 
the "spectre of a possible 
AIDS epidemic brought 
about xenophobic reactions 
from many governments of 
the Asia-Pacific" at first, 
but noted that “die attitude 
has since changed.” 

Filipino AIDS sufferer 
Archie Rivera said he was 
hopeful the congress would 
benefit victims of the dis- 
ease like himself. 

"We sincerely hope that 
our national leaders would 
be moved to exercise the 
political will necessary to 
institutionalise measures 
for AIDS prevention and 
care ” he said. 

About 2,500 delegates 
from around the world are 
attending the five-day con- 
gress, which ends Wednes- 
day. 


Indonesian smog unabated 


JAKARTA (R) — Thick smog from raging 
bush fires covered large.iracts of Indonesia 
Saturday as cUmatolqgis{&. warned that the 
drought turning the nations forests tinder- 
dry could continue for three months. 

Meteorologists in Jakarta said smog cov- 
ered 22 cities on Sumatra Island, in Kali- 
mantan on Indonesia's jade of Borneo 
Island, on Sulawesi Island and in the remote 
eastern province of Irian Jaya. A number of 
airports were closed due to poor visibility. 

Malaysia said the smog also billowed 
back into the unhealthy range in Kuala 
Lumpur and surrounding areas after a rela- 
tive respite last week. 

“Friday, scattered local rains fell in sever- 
al places, such as the northern part of Suma- 
tra, parts of Kalimantan, north of Sulawesi 
and Irian, But they were loo small to lift the 
smog,” said an official with Jakarta's 
National Meteorology Bureau. 

“The main problem is the wind patterns, 
which keep changing,” he said. 

“We have expected heavy rains to fall this 
month because of the rain clouds from the 
South China Sea and the Indian Ocean. In 
feet, dry winds coming from Australia are 
still dominant, which delay the rains” he 
said. 

U.N. climate experts in Geneva said Fri- 
day that rains in Indonesia could be delayed 
far beyond die normal start of the monsoon 
due to the El Nino phenomenon, a periodic 
upswelling of wanner water in the Pacific 
OceaD which affects global weather pat- 
terns. 

“In Indonesia, rains could be suppressed 
for the next three months,” Mike Coughlan, 
a senior climate scientist at the World Mete- 
orological Organisation (WMO), told a 
news conference in Geneva. 

"That is the worst-case scenario. We have 
to consider the worst-case scenario, but we 


are not necessarily predicting that,” Mr. 
Coughlan said. 

Agricultural officials say the drought will 
affect production of key commodities in 
Indonesia such as rice, coffee, tea, cocoa 
and palm oil. 

Political sources say authorities are also 
keeping a wary eye out for possible food 
riots, although officials say rice stocks are 
enough to see ,the country through the 
drought. ( 

The- annual rains normally start in Sep- 
tember, with full monsoon rains the follow- 
ing month. But cfaly scattered rain has fall- 
en SO for this season, and drought condi- 
tions prevail through much of the archipel- 
ago stretching 5,000 kilometres along the 
Equator. 

Dense smoke from forest fires on Sumatra 
Island and in Kalimantan, particularly from 
huge deposits of burning peat spewing car- 
bon into the air, has spread a choking, 
health-threatening smog over large areas of 
Southeast Asia. 

The smog has triggered alarms in Singa- 
pore, Malaysia and Brunei and has spread 
as far as the Philippines and Th ailan d 

The drought has aggravated the fires, 
many started by plantation owners and 
small farmers clearing land for planting. 

It has also been blamed for more than 460 
deaths from famine and disease among 
tribes in the remote, rugged jungles of Irian 
Jaya, where relief workers are flying in 
emeigency supplies and medicines. 

The Jakarta Post newspaper reported Sat- 
urday that the government vowed to take 
strong legal action against forest burners. 

“The punishment against those who have 
committed burning practices will be heavy ” 
Environment Minister Sarwouo Kusu maa t- 
madja was quoted as saying Friday. 
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Netanyahu out of place 


JORDAN’S DECISION to send a high-level 
delegation to the economic conference on the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) next 
month is predicated on the premise that the 
Doha meeting is no different from other inter- 
national gatherings in which our country has 
usually cared to attend. The fact that Israel 
will be represented at MENA IV should not 
pose a problem for Jordan since it has never 
been its policy or the policy of other Arab 
countries generally to absent themselves from 
international conferences simply because 
Israel is there. All the meetings of the U.N. and 
its specialised agencies were invariably attend- 
ed by Arab countries even during the era when 
a state of war existed in the region. 

This perspective precludes the boycott of an 
international conference simply because Israel 
is taking part in it or because we have major 
differences with the Netanyahu government. 
This stance, however, does not mean and must 
not mean that Jordan will conduct business as 
usual with Israel regardless of the fact that 
Netanyahu and his team are responsible for 
the deadlock in the peace process on several 
fronts. It is only logical that we condition our 
relations on progress in Israeli negotiations 
with other Arab parties, especially the 
Palestinians, who do resort to us for help and 
support in their unequal dealing with the 
obstinate Netanyahu and his right-wing col- 
leagues. 

We say this notwithstanding the assumption 
that economic factors should be mobilised and 
harnessed for the advancement of the peace 
effort. When all fails, it is always possible that 
economic considerations, when placed in the 
right perspective, can and do influence policies 
and induce Israel to be flexible and forthcom- 
ing. 

Against this backdrop, attending the Doha 
conference per se is not a vote of confidence in 
Israel or its policies. On the contrary, the con- 
ference could be the very platform on which to 
impress upon Israeli leaders the need to 
change their recalcitrant policies and atti- 
tudes. What they should do is comprehend 
that the economic future of their country lies 
squarely in a comprehensive settlement witn 
the Arab World as a whole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL ARAB AI Yawm’s Mohammad Subeihi said he 
believes the Nov. 4 parliamentary elections will defi- 
nitely be free and fair because there is no justification 
or need for forgery, rigging or tampering with the 
results since the opposition will be nearly 90 per cent 
absent in contesting the polls. Subeihi said. The candi- 
dates running in the elections are a different assortment, 
with very few showing interest in political issues, prob- 
ably because they lack any clear ideas and are not affil- 
iated to particular ideologies, the writer added. He said 
the parliamentary elections will be more like municipal 
elections because the candidates are more inclined to 
serve the needs of die tribes that supported them. 
Subeihi said that as the candidates, for the most part, 
lack the proper qualifications to serve the public. Jordan 
can expect to witness a “legislative fiasco." He said it is 
a pity to see citizens electing tribal candidates, despite 
their full knowledge that they are unfit to represent 
Jordanians in the next Lower House. 


AL DUSTOUR daily discussed the continued plight of 
the Iraqi people blaming the Arab countries for their 
failure to stand by their Iraqi brothers in the face of the 
U.S. onslaught and the repeated acts of aggression on 
the part of Iraq’s neighbours. The U.S. is threatening to 
impose further sanctions on Iraq under the pretext that 
Baghdad is not collaborating with the U.N. weapons 
inspections teams, while Turkey continues to carry out 
repeated acts of aggression on Iraqi territory, said the 
daily. The Arab states look on with indifference at these 
moves, and not a single Arab country has shown true 
solidarity with the Iraqi people, nor are the Arabs con- 
cerned with the Israeli-Turkish threats against the pos- 
sible partition of Iraq and even the open Israeli-Turkish 
threats against Syria, said the paper. According to the 
paper, it is the present weak and divided Arab Naiion 
that has given the enemies of the Arabs the opportunity 
to act at will against Baghdad and Damascus and threat- 
en rhe future of the whole Arab Nation. “We are not 
demanding that the Arabs wage war on Turkey or the 
U.S. but rather see the minimum level of solidarity 
among Arabs and a lifting of the Arab World’s embargo 
imposed on the Iraqi people since 1990,” said the paper. 
“We are demanding that the Arab leaders take a unified 
stand not only in defence of the Iraqi nation bur also 
display practical support of the Palestinian people as 
well,” the paper said. It called for a reexamination of 
the Arab countries’ positions vis-a-vis regional issues 
that have a direct impact on the future of the Arab order. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


Reasons why Jordan should attend Doh 


OBSERVERS AND commentators ask a legitimate ques- 
tion about the justification for Jordan to attend the 4th 
Middle East and North Africa economic conference in 
Doha. Qatar, despite the presence of an Israeli delegation, 
while Israel under Netanyahu is derailing the peace 
process and creating more obstacles to peace on all 
Palestinian. Syrian and Lebanese tracks. Too much was 
said and written on this issue, and mostly from a narrow 
angle and single point of view. More will be said and writ- 
ten between now and Nov. 18. when the conference will 
be convened. 

It is therefore topical to define and list the reasons that 
compel Jordan to attend. By doing so I challenge the 
rejectionists who favour boycotting the conference to 
come up with convincing arguments to refute all these 
reasons, instead of just spewing an empty slogan that 
leads us nowhere and conveniently skips over the hard 
facts. In this respect herein seven reasons are presented 
that render Jordan’s attendance imperative if one cares 
about the real interests of the country and its people: 

First, Jordan always adopted a positive policy of attend- 
ing every Arab, regional, or international conference that 
it was invited to attend- In no case did Jordan boycott any 
such meeting. Jordan did even not boycott the Arab 
Summit conference in Rabat in 1974. which was held to 
sever the Jordanian ties with the West Bank and transfer 
the responsibility of its recovery from Jordan to the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO). Jordan attend- 
ed that conference and expressed its opinion for the 
record, knowing that it would not be listened to. This pos- 
itive, no-boycott policy proved beyond doubt to be wise 


and beneficial. 

Second, Jordan is committed to a comprehensive peace 
treaty with Israel. The Kingdom is currently dealing with 
Israel on political economic and security "matters? Joint 
projects are negotiated or under way. It does not make 
sense for the government to meet with the Israeli delega- 
tions here in Amman and boycott them in Doha, even 
though no direct contacts with the Israelis in Doha are 
required or needed. 

Third, the conference in Doha is not an Arab-lsraeli 
bilateral affair. It is a full-fledged international confer- 
ence, with many important actors attending, among them 
the European Union, the United States, Japan, and tens of 
other states. It is an agreed practice that Arab stares do not 
boycott international conferences because of the partici- 
pation of Israel in such conferences. Syria for example 
did not hesitate to attend the first Euro-Med conference 
held in Barcelona in 1996, or the second conference in 
Malta in 1997, both at which Israel was an active partici- 
pant 

Fourth, it is not terribly important whether or not an 
Israeli delegation will be present or absent Its presence in 
itself is by no means a reward, which is definitely unde- 
served. What is important is the role that the Israelis will 
be allowed to play in Doha, and how they will be met and 
treated by other delegations. It may be useful to let them 
feel the negative attitude Towards them spurred more 
recently by the anti-peace policies propagated under the 
leadership of Netanyahu. Most likely they will feel the 
heat and understand the signals. 

Fifth, it is obvious that the conference in Doha is spon- 
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Asian currency crisis can 
lead to forked paths 


By G Wynne Dyer 


“PEOPLE HAVE panicked out and the 
headless chickens are ruling the roost,” 
said an investment adviser in London 
after the Hong Kong stock market fell 
10 per cent on Thursday and other 
markets around the world dropped in 
sympathy. Hong Kong recovered 7 per 
cent on Friday, to end with share 
prices down 25 per cent this month, 
but the phrase ‘global meltdown’ 
hangs heavy in the air. 

Optimists still hope that the turmoil 
on die exchanges is a little local prob- 
lem in Southeast Asia. Pessimists 
think it heralds the end of the long 90s 
boom. And some fear that this crisis 
will reveal the whole 'global market’ 
to be a lethal device that makes strong 
economies hostage to weak ones. We 
will learn the answer in the next few 
months, but how bad could it get? 

There are three possibilities, in 
ascending order of pain: (1) die dam- 
age will stop with the current list of 
victims in Asia; (2) the panic in the 
markets will spread around the world, 
leading to a global crash as bad as that 
of October, 1987; or (3) we hit the 
jackpot, and the crash in the stock 
markets leads to a prolonged depres- 
sion in the ‘real’ economy worldwide 
— the *1929 scenario.’ 

Whar is really being tested here is 
whether the global free market, a phe- 
nomenon that has only emerged in the 
past decade, can really deliver on its 
promise of prosperity for all. It’s an 
especially important question for all 
the Third World’ countries whose 
economies have started growing very 
fast in this period. 

Around three billion people, half the 
world's population. live in countries 
whose economies have grown at over 
six per cent in the past few years. That 
is more than twice as fast as the aver- 
age ‘mature’ industrial economy 
grows, and if it continues for just one 
generation it will change the world. If 
it stops, then the grim old calculations 
about a world divided between a rich 
minority and a deprived and desperate 
majority will come back to haunt us. 

So which is it to be? The least bad 
outcome is still pretty bad for the 
Asian ‘tiger’ economies. Some of 
them face an ordeal as harsh as 
Mexico’s experience since the emer- 
gency devaluation of the peso in 
December, 1994 — and there are those 
who would say they deserve it just as 


much as Mexico did. 

Barton Biggs of Morgan Stanley 
recently summed up the case for the 
prosecution. “The ‘Asian Way’, it 
turns out, has less to do with educa- 
tion. hard work and family values and 
more to do with pegging your curren- 
cy, borrowing a lot of money in dol- 
lars, plowing it helter-skelter into rela- 
tively unproductive capital investment 
and real estate projects of dubious 
merit owned by the elite, corrupting 
your politicians by involving them in 
the stock market bubble, and assuming 
everyone is going to live happily ever 
after” 

What brought the roof down was the 
relentless rise of the U.S. dollar 
agains t the Japanese yen. Asian 
‘tigers’ whose currencies that were 
pegged to the dollar (four at the start of 
this year, though only the Hong Kong 
dollar remains) were dragged up with 
it, making their exports more expen- 
sive in the industrialised world. 

As their exports fell, their economies 
and stock markets faltered, and it 
became clear that they would eventu- 
ally have to devalue their currencies. 
The speculators gathered, seeking to 
take advantage of the inevitable, and 
one by one the dominoes tumbled: the 
Thai baht, the Indonesian rupiah, the 
Philippines peso, the Malaysian ring- 
git and now the Hong Kong dollar. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammed, it must be noted, rejects 
this analysis. First he blamed the 
‘racial prejudices’ of Western specula- 
tors who didn’t want to see Asians 
prosper. Then he tried to fiddle the 
trading rules on the Malaysian stock 
exchange, and most recently he has 
been blaming the Jews: “We are 
Muslims, and the Jews are not happy 
to see the Muslims progress. The Jews 
robbed the Palestinians of everything, 
but in Malaysia they could not do so, 
hence they do this, depress the ring- 
git” 

The degree of damage suffered by 
the Asian economies probably 
depends on how fast they moved to get 
their houses in order. The countries 
that carried out prompt devaluations 
— the Philippines, Indonesia, and 
most recently Taiwan — may recover 
quite fast. Thailand, which is still 
plagued by spectacular corruption and 
political instability, may suffer the full 
Mexican experience. And Malaysia, 
theoretically the least vulnerable, is 
taking a major beating because of 


Mahathir's uncontrollable mouth. 

Now it is Hong Kong’s turn, and 
both its options are bad. Either it does 
not devalue (Beijing's appointed ruler 
Tung Chee-Hwa says the link with the 
U.S. dollar is “sacrosanct’’), in which 
case it tumbles into recession since aU 
its major competitors in the region 
have devalued by about 30 per cent Or 
else it does devalue, and destroys the 
international confidence that made it 
so attractive to foreign capital in the 
past. Either way, the vastly over-inflat- 
ed property market probably collapses. 

So far, so bad. but this is the least 
bad outcome: much pain in Southeast 
and East Asia for the next couple of 
years, but no major damage elsewhere. 
What about the danger that the col- 
lapse in die stock markets of develop- 
ing Asia could trigger a meltdown in 
the capital markets of the wider world? 

There is no logical reason why this 
should happen. Hong Kong accounts 
for only about one per cent of the 
value of the world's stock markets, and 
all the rest of developing Asia’s mar- 
kets for even less. But markets respond 
psychologically, not logically, and 
with American stocks having risen in 
value by a third just this year, many 
feel they are greatly over-valued. 

So the second option is also possible: 
at any time In the next few weeks, a 
new panic in the Asian markets could 
cause a collapse in those of the devel- 
oped world. But even that need not 
necessarily cause shrinkage in the real 
economy: ‘Black Monday’ in 1987 
wiped hundreds of billions off the 
exchanges, but it had virtually no 
effect on employment or economic , 
growth. j 

Which leaves the unhappy possibili- 
ty that a global crash now may have 
results like 1929, not 19S7. Many 
argue that this cannot happen in 
today’s sophisticated capital markets, 
but die world’s economies, not just its 
stock markets, are far more tightly 
linked than they were even a decade 
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We simply don’t know what their 
collective behaviour will be in this sit- 
uation. A 1930s-style depression 
seems highly unlikely, but we may be 
in for a wild ride as we discover how 
the global market really behaves in a 
crisis. 
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Wholesale rejection 


To the Editor: 


WHILE I am delighted to receive responses to anything 
I write. I must admit to being somewhat irked by die let- 
ter from Bob Robertson (Jordan Times Oct. 23-24). 
However, perhaps I should be grateful to Mr. Robertson 
for proving the thesis of Dr. While lam’s book: his letter 
exhibits a text-book case of the automatic defense mech- 
anism of people with an emotional investment in 
received interpretations of the Old Testament. 

In his wholesale rejection of the ideas outlined in my 
review. Mr. Robertson seems to confuse what it is he is 
opposing. Is he opposing the review? Is he opposing 
Keith White lam's book? If he does not agree with the 
review, fine, but that would presuppose that he has read 
the book and can judge whether or not I have misrepre- 
sented its content. Not having read the book (an 
assumption I make in the absence of any evidence to the 
contrary and for which I am ready to apologise should I 
be mistaken), it seems a bit premature to decide a priori 
that the book's thesis is wrong. 

Such hasty pre-judgment is called “prejudice." What 
does he mean by generalisations like “much of this body 
of truth"? Why does he assume it is “truth”? Is it faith or 
scholarship? Who does he mean by “Many of these 
archaeologists”? What kind of refutation of my state- 
ment about Albright’s pro-Israel bias is it to assert that 
Albright was “brought up on the Wellhausen theory”? 
So what? 

If he is really as opposed as he implies to the “land 
grab” that is being carried out as we argue under the 
grand justification of the Zionist interpretation of the 
Old Testament, it would seem logical that Mr. Robertson 
might at least be willing to look at, before rejecting out 
of hand, any change in this interrelation that might be 
offered by new scholarly work. 

As to tiie final charge about the autbor calling into 
question the Holy Koran, does he refer to the author of 
the review' or the author of the book? Why not get really 
hysterical and accuse me of under mining belief in tbe 
law of gravity, the importance of the family, the exis- 
tence of God and the Ten Comm andme nts while you are 
about it? 

Dr. A. Clare Brandabur 
Amman 


A not so unhappy 
customer 


To the Editor: 


MAY I comment on tbe letters to the editor (Jordan 
Times, Oct. 2 1 , 1997 (name of writer withheld) and Oct 
22, 1997 by Munir Nassar of International Traders. 
“We’re miles ahead in tourism.” My wife and I were 
among the group that had the “brief holiday” at Maika 
Airport instead of at “splendid Luxor” and missed the 
opera performance of Aida because of the mechanical 
failure of our plane: 

1 . The tour manager. International Traders, tour leader 
Mrs. M. Orfali apologised to us at the airport and almost 
cried when all efforts to find a contingency plan failed. 

2. 1 was contacted on Saturday. Oct. 18 by Mrs. Orfali 
about the correct spelling of my name and my 100 per 
cent refund cheque was immediately sent to me. 

3. The Marka Airport Authority director and his staff 
made a great effort to find a solution and other options 
with Mr. Nassar calling them often. I was myself was in 
the director’s office. 


fe* 
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By Dr. Fahed Fanefe 

J- M < 


May I conclude by agreeing with Mr. Nassar on three 
points that Jordan “is miles ahead in tourism” and con- 


gratulate him on his pioneer touristic establishments, to 
name a few, Kan Zaman and Taybet Zaman. 


Dr. Jarir Halazun 
Amm an 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication should contain the writer's JuM 
name and preferably address as well Names can be 
withheld upon request but only under special circum- 
stances. Letters are subject to editing and abridging. 
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Women candidates from various Amman districts meet with voters following a public debate held in Marka Oct 20, 1997. Candidates from left are Fardos Masri, Laila Feisal, Toujan Feisal and Aysha Razem- 
Khawja (photo by Rana Husseini) 
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Women running 

A national survey conducted in Jordan last 
year by the Department of Statistics and the 
•jj Oslo-based Institute for Applied Social Sci- 
ence, Fafo, found a strong societal barrier 
. l : against women's participation in public life. 

Age A. Tiltens of Fafo reports: 

THIS BRIEF essay will draw mainly on statistical data 
from the 1996 Jordan Living Conditions Survey (JLCS) 
conducted by the Department of Statistics in cooperation 
with Fafo. Institute for Applied Social Science. Norway, 
and funded by UNICEF, IDRC and CIDA (Canada), and 
the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway. Among the 
many topics covered by the survey was public and politi- 
cal participation. One argument for dealing with political 
participation in a survey of living conditions is that such 
participation can be understood as a resource that, similar 
- - to such resources as economic wealth, education and 
health, can be transformed into welfare and thereby 
enhance the quality of people’s lives. Besides, many peo- 
ple would regard the act of participation itself as crucial to 
their happiness and life satisfaction. 

The survey was conducted during the months of Febru- 
ary. March and April 1996. A representative national sam- 
ple of 5,9 19 households was interviewed. Information was 
collected from 35.593 individuals. A total of 5.503 per- 
\'r.' sons 15 years or older answered questions about public 
i- participation and attitudes regarding various issues. 


t so unhappl 
customer 


While women above the 
age of 50 are more 
conservative than 
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younger women, older 
men are more progres- 
sive in their views about 
women’s public roles 
than younger men 



Public participation 

'lot surprisingly, the survey shows that men are more 
ive in politics than women. About 60 per cent of men 
1 women above the age ot 20 have voted in national or 
:al elections at least once in their life. If women had 
ted as much as men, the female participation rate should 
ve been higher than that of men because women consn- 
e a higher percentage of the total electorate. This ts part- 
due to the age/sex structure of the populauon, and part- 
to the Election Law, which suspends the nght to vote of 
i .Armed Forces. Public Security and Civil Defence 

mnnel who are mainly men. . . 

Vhile Jordanian men are slightly more active in voting, 
:y are considerably more involved in electo cara- 
gning than Jordanian women. Whereas 15 per cent o 
; men have ever actively promoted a candidate <tomg 
ctions. nine per cent of the women have done so. In 
Jition, men more often than women find th > 
-anisational life. The survey discloses that seven pot 
it of Jordanian citizens are members of °ne or more 
ociations or clubs, what are often called society 
;anisations. The gender gap is wide, as 1- per 
n versus a mealre two per cent of the women claun 
mbership in at least one organisation. 


for Parliament face formidable obstacles, says survey 


High-ranking public positions 

When it comes to high-ranking public and political posi- 
tions — we leave the survey for a moment — the situation 
for men versus that of women is even less balanced. In 
fact, until quite recently political space was nearly void of 
women. The first woman was elected to Parliament’s 80- 
member Lower House in 1993. The same year King Hus- 
sein appointed two female senators to Parliament’s 40- 
member Upper House. There have been one or two female 
ministers in each of the most recent governments. In the 
local elections of 1996, 10 women succeeded in winning 
seats in municipal councils, and one woman was elected as 
mayor for the first time in Jordan’s history. Also, last year 
saw a breakthrough in another important domain — for the 
first time in the Kingdom’s history a woman was appoint- 
ed as a judge. As these examples clearly demonstrate, 
women are gradually obtaining more prominent public 
positions. However, changes are unfolding at a slow pace. 

Strong psychological barrier 

One of the chief explanations for the low number of 
. females holding leading political and public posts is that 
the general population’s attitudes and opinions (especially 
among men) about women's role in society may not be 
conducive to women entering public life. This argument is 
widespread among women activists throughout the Arab 
World. In Jordan, one activist and a candidate for the Nov. 
4 parliamentary elections, Hiara Kalimat, asserts that 
women’s political participation is obstructed by the lack of 
men’s enthusiasm towards women participation." Another 
activist and a member of Women’s Resource Centre, Huda 
Tarawneh, states that: “Jordanian women still neither have 
trust nor confidence in women politicians." 

The survey data basically confirm the thesis that there is 
a “psychological barrier" against female public and politi- 
cal participation in Jordan. About one-third of those inter- 
viewed are against having women in municipal councils 
(34 per cent), the national assembly or in the government 
(35 per cent). Nearly twice as many men (46 and 47 per 
cent) compared to women (24 and 25 per cent) are against 
women holding such positions. Furthermore, as many as 
20 per cent of Jordanian men do not want women to vote. 
Only eight per cent of the women hold this view. Finally, 
many Jordanian men also do not like to see women repre- 
sented or active in civic organisations. When asked if 
women should be allowed to take pan in voluntary social 
activities (which presumably are among the least political 
of all organised activities) as many as 34 per cent of the 
men answered that women should not be allowed to do 
such a thing. Moreover, 10 per cent of the Jordanian 
women share this opinion. 

Older men more supportive 

What explains people’s attitudes to female public 
engagement? 

Age has, an effect on individuals’ attitudes, but the effect 
is opposite in men to that of women. While women above 
the age of 50 are more conservative than younger women, 
older men are more progressive in their views about 
women’s public roles than younger men. An amazing 57 
per cent of men from 20 to 24 years of age obviously hope 
never to see female parliamentarians and ministers 
(again). For comparison, the figure for men aged 50 to 59 
years is 39 per cent. Forty per cent of the men from 15 to 
19 years will not even tolerate having women working for 
charities and the like. The level of opposition among 50 to 
59 years old men is 11 percentage poi nts l ower. 

The explanation for the particularly strong opposition to 
female public and political participation from the youngest 
generation of men is probably multifaceted. Part of the 
reason may be related to the fact that men s role as patri- 
archs with near monolithic power slowly, but steadily, has 
been challenged for some time. Men no longer monopolise 
the public sphere, as women increasingly assert them- 
selves in (higher) education, the labour market and other 


fields. 

Men are not the sole breadwinners. This is evident from 
the fact that, according to this survey, 23 per cent of 
women between the age of 20 and 35 form part of the 
labour force. Although this figure is contrasted by 91 per 
cent for men. it could be-sufficient to challenge young men 
and the traditional notion of “manhood." This is especial- 
ly the case since unemployment is highest among the 
young. Consequently, men’s, and particularly young 
men’s, negative attitudes could derive from a feeling of 
threat from the opposite sex. 

The above argument is supported by the finding that men 
in the workforce are more often opposed to female public 
involvement (voting and organisational membership) than 
are men outside the workforce. (Working women tend to 
have a more positive attitude to women's participation in 
political life.) This logic is strengthened further by analy- 
sis of working men’s attitudes to women working outside 
of home and running their own business. Male labour force 
participants protest such female activities more than men 
outside the labour force. Young men’s attitudes to female 
participation in political as weU as civil society are paral- 
leled with opposition to female inclusion in the labour 


Traditional gender roles 

In social science literature one often finds a description 
of a Middle East in which men and women traditionally 
have belonged to two socially, economically and political- 
ly different spheres. Men were responsible for the public 
domain and outward-looking activities, the “foreign poli- 
cy’’ of the household, while women were confined to the 
private domain of the family and house. 

A quite recent work on Egyptian civil society and 
democratisauon (Moheb Zaki's Civil Society and Democ- 
ratisatiou in Egypt 1981-1994) reveals that this public/jni- 
vate dichotomy not only belongs to the past, but that it is 
relevant for describing today’s situation. The book con- 
cludes the section on the current situation of women stat- 
ing that “the vast majority of Egyptian women, as a result 
of a strong cultural tradition of male dominance, tend to 
view their main role as centred in home and family, and 
tend to leave politics to the men-folk.” This conclusion is 
echoed by a 1993 study by the Centre for Strategic Studies 
at the University of Jordan. According to this study 69 per 
cent of 2,250 Jordanians polled said that the main role of 
women is bringing up children and taking care of their hus- 


The results perhaps reflect mainly that Jordan’s 
voluntary organisations, with the exception of the 
professional associations of doctors, lawyers, 
engineers and the like, have not been particularly 
politicised and that they have underpinned 
traditional social values 

market. They are more opposed to this than are older men. bands. 

Judith E. Tucker, a history professor with numerous publi- 
cations on the status of Arab women, has noted that the pub- 
lic/private dichotomy in which politics belongs to the public 
world of men and family belongs to private world of women 
should be handled with care, because it is too simplistic. 
According to her, women have foever been entirely closed off 
from politics, but have used a multiplicity of techniques to 
influence and manipulate their way through life. “Still,” she 
concludes, “there is much reason to believe that this informal 
road to power is gradually narrowing as the sphere of formal 
politics expands.’’ 

If we presume that what Tucker claims also holds true for 
Jordan, how should Jordanian women respond to these 
changed circumstances? In which way should women act to 
make their voices heard in the fields of formal politics? How 
can Jordanian women carve out a larger space for themselves 
in public life despite the formidable psychological hindrances 
— as well as the political and structural obstacles not treated 
in this essay — to their presence there? 

As a foreigner who only has had the opportunity to visit Jor- 
dan on an irregular basis for the last four to five years. I am 
not in a position to give advice. I merely can share with the 
readers some observations, hoping that the survey's data pro- 
vided here might aid the strategy formulation of die many 
women s committees and other forums and forces that sup- 
port enhanced public and political roles for Jordanian women. 

In the coming parliamentary elections 17 female candidates 
are up against some 550 male candidates, depressingly bad 
odds many would say. More so when survey data reveal that 
nearly one in every two men will not support a female candi- 
date, no matter how well-suited she is for the job. Likewise, 
one in four women will not cast their votes in favour of a 
female candidate. 

Yet, it seems to me that the best chances for female candi- 
dates, at least if they do not succeed in collecting strong trib- 
al backing, is to opt for support from other women. To 
achieve that, a focus on issues of particular concern for 
women might be a sound policy. 


More years in school helps 

Despite the heavy traditionalist and conservative ele- 
ments in the educational system, more years in school have 
a positive effect on individuals’ attitudes toward female 
political participation. This is true for both men and 
women, although the effect is most evident among men. 
Nonetheless, we should note that the difference in attitudes 
between men who have higher education and those who 
have only basic school is not that large. While 51 per cent 
of the latter group are against women as ministers or par- 
liamentarians. as many as 39 per cent of the first group are 
opposed to having women in such political positions. We 
see that the difference is only 12 percentage points. 

Likewise, further education has a positive effect on atti- 
tudes towards female involvement in associational life. 
Among those who have not completed any education 33 
per cent of the men and 17 per cent of the women do not 
favour females in voluntary organisations. The figures, 
however, fall to 25 per cent and six per cent respectively 
among those with secondary education. 

Meu who participate in civil society have a more positive 
attitude towards female voting than other men. But, being 
a member of an organisation does not have any positive 
effect on men’s view of women as political leaders, nor 
does organisational membership influence men’s opinions 
of women's presence in associational life. Participation in 
organisations has no effect on women’s attitudes. Thus, 
these findings do not lend support to those politicians, 
social scientists and others who underscore the education- 
al. “civilising" and democratising aspects of civil society. 
The results perhaps reflect mainly that Jordan’s voluntary 
organisations, with the exception of the professional asso- 
ciations of doctors, lawyers, engineers and the like, have 
not been particularly politicised and that they have under- 
pinned traditional social values. 
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Arab countries urged to pursue 
reforms to tackle unemployment 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 26, 1997 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states need to press 
ahead with reforms to 
restore balance to their eco- 
nomic and financial sys- 
tems and tackle the loom- 
ing unemployment prob- 
lem, the Arab World’s mon- 
etary chief said. 

Jassim Al Manai. chair- 
man of the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), said some of the 
Arab League’s 22 members 
had made progress in 
efforts to spur growth, cut 
debt and budget deficits, 
and tackle inflation. 

“What those countries 
have achieved is not the 
end of the road. They need 
more work so they will be ; 
prepared to face economic | 
developments worldwide,” 
Mr. Manai told the United L 
Arab Emirates business 
weekly Emirates Today. 

"The other members 
should follow suit to tackle 
their economic woes, 
including the threatening 


unemployment problem. It 
is really a disease given its 
high rates, especially in 
Yemen. Algeria. Egypt, Jor- 
dan and Palestine (West 
Bank and Gaza).” he said in 
the interview published 
Saturday. 

Egypt, Jordan. Maurita- 
nia. Tunisia and other Arab 
countries have embarked 
on reforms with the help of 
the AMF and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund to 
revive their economies after 
decades of slow growth and 
accumulating debt. 

The programmes include 
privatisation of public 
enterprises, more incen- 
tives for the private sector, 
encouragement of industri- 
al projects and other steps 
aimed at boosting exports 
and bridging budget and 
balance of payment 
deficits. 

But a recent Arab League 
report showed serious eco- 
nomic problems persisted 
in the region, with inflation 


running at more than 100 
per cent in Iraq, Somalia 
and Sudan and 20 to 50 per 
cent in Syria and Algeria. 

Unemployment was also 
higher than 50 per cent in 
Yemen, Iraq and the self- 
rule Palestinian areas. 

League members are also 
stiU reeling under total 
debts estimated at more 
than SI 50 billion. The fig- 
ure does not include mili- 
tary debts, owed mostly by 
Iraq before its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait 

“The debt problem is 
actually more serious than 
you think.” an AMF official 
said. “In some members, 
debt servicing is consuming 
up more than half the 
exports, leaving little room 
for them to tackle financial 
problems.” 

Mr. Manai said the AMF. 
the .Arab League’s main 
financial institution, had 
devised a new lending 
mechanism to encourage 
members to cany out 


reforms. 

He said the programme, 
to be ratified by the Arab 
finance ministers in Janu- 
ary, includes better loan 
terms and higher lending 
ceilings. 

“This project is intended 
to ensure more funds for 
member states which have 
mnHp headway in their 
reforms to encourage them 
to press on with such pro- 
grammes. It will also 
encourage the countries 
which are not convinced of 
such programmes to imple- 
ment them,” he said. 

“What we need as well is 
an improvement in the 
investment climate, which 
still lacks adequate legisla- 
tions and environment,” he 
added. 

“This was the main rea- 
son for the flight of Arab 
capital to other markets and 
the continuous flow of for- 
eign investment into other 
developing countries,” Mr. 
Manai concluded. 


Asia seen losing economic lead 
to South America, eastern Europe 


ZURICH, Switzerland 
( AFP) — Asia will lose its 
pivotal role as the engine of 
world growth in 1998 to 
Latin America and eastern 
Europe, Credit Suisse said 
in its annual international 
outlook report. 

The Zurich-based bank 
said the shift in focus of 
economic power away 
from the Anglo-Saxon and 
Asian economies to conti- 
nental Europe and Latin 
America would have a 
major influence on domes- 
tic economic develop- 
ments. 

The other key factor 
would be the announce- 
ment in May of the defini- 
tive list of countries eligi- 
ble to participate in the 
launch of the euro. Credit 
Suisse said in a statement. 

“Among the world’s 
emerging economies, the 
main engine of growth will 
shift from Asia to Latin 
America and Eastern 
Europe,” the bank said, 
raising also the specter of a 
recession among regional 
economies experiencing 
turbulent currency and 
stock markets in the wake 
of Thailand’s economic 
troubles. 

“(A recession) would be 
particularly bad news for 
Japan and China but would 
also impact on the world 


economy as a whole,” 
Credit Suisse said. 

A U.S. brokerage dis- 
agreed predicting Asia will 
remain the world’s fastest 
growing region over the 
next 20 years as its funda- 
mentals are still in place 
despite recent currency tur- 
moil. 

Joseph Bohrer, vice pres- 
ident of Singapore-based 
J.P. Morgan Investment 
Management Inc., told 
Malaysia's Business Times 
newspaper that most of the 
key fundamental positive 
factors responsible for 
Asia’s success were still 
intact. 

“This stands in stark con- 
trast to most developed 
nations which have what 
you might refer to as bloat- 
ed government sectors 
(which is) a real problem in 
Europe," Mr. Bohrer said. 

“If you look at the sum of 
exports plus imports as a 
percentage of gross nation- 
al product. Asia ranks 
among the most open 
regions in the world and 
that's the key strength to 
maintain global competi- 
tiveness.” he indicated. 

Mr. Bohrer said internal 
resources would dominate 
funding for future invest- 
ments in Asia and that 
investors should focus on 
the long-term when mak- 


ing decisions on compa- 
nies. stock markets or bond 
markets. 

“The bad news, of 
course, is that things do not 
look so great today,” he 
said. “In the long term, it is 
not the end of the world 
(as) there has not been a 
fundamental change that is 
going to end the Asian 
story." 

Mr. Bohrer said foreign 
investors had “to some 
extent" already returned to 
Asian markets. “We have 
seen interest from clients in 
Europe and in the United 
States in investing in Asia 
(ex-Japan) portfolios ” 

“I do not think it is a huge 
flow of money today, but I 
think over the weeks and 
months ahead it is very 
likely to grow,” he said. 

Mr. Bohrer said he 
believed it was only a mat- 
ter of time before foreign 
investors refocussed on 
Asia but warned that a peri- 
od of reasonable stability 
was needed, especially in 
the currency markeL 

Meanwhile, a survey has 
showed that Asian eco- 
nomic growth will be 
slowed down by the 
regional currency and 
stockmaricet crisis. 

A majority of 90 per cent 
of 300 business leaders in 
the Asia-Pacific region 


believed that the currency 
and stockmarket crisis in 
much of South East Asia 
will slow the region’s over- 
all economic growth. 

All of the respondents in 
Malaysia and Indonesia 
agreed with this. 

Another 63 per cent of 
the respondents said the 
currency and stockmarket 
crisis would also slow the 
pace of economic reform. 

The poll showed 89 per 
cent in the Philippines 
believed it would slow the 
pace of economic reform, 
with 75 per cent in Hong 
Kong and Malaysia agree- 
ing. 

However, 60 per cent of 
respondents in Indonesia 
said economic reforms 
would not be slowed. 

In the poll, 42 per cent 
said Malaysia has dealt 
best with its financial and 
stockmarket crisis - 

Malaysia also came out 
best with 56 per cent of 
respondents saying that 
country was most likely to 
recover fastest from the 
current crisis, 20 per cent 
favoured the Philippines, 
20 per cent Indonesia and 
only four per cent Thai- 
land. 


Ammari, Tabbaa see 
economic cooperation 
with Israel hampered] 
by security concerns 


Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
economic official and a busi- 
ness leader haw described the 
so-called “Israeli security 
dimension" as (he main obsta- 
cle facing any economic 
achievement and cooperation 
in the Middle East region. 

Ministry of Planning Secre- 
tary General Nabil Ammari 
said Saturday “Since Jordan 
and Israel signed the peace 
agreement and having 
achieved a political break- 
through three years ago, we 
hoped to launch joint ventures 
since but nothing substantial 
has taken place.” 

Dr. Amman added that 
joint projects have been 
launched in the northern parts 
of the Kingdom but they did 
not rise to the level of ambi- 
tions and aspirations of both 
sides. 

“Investments are far less 
than what is expected as there 
is only one joint industry and 
two commercial projects,” he 
said noting that Jordanian 
exports to Israel did not 
exceed JD500.000 last year 

Jordanian Businessmen 
Association President Hamdi 
Tabbaa said that from the 
beginning of this year until 
Juiy only JD7.5 milli on worth 
of goods were exported to 
Israel. 

Dr. Amman said the out- 
standing political issues on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track 
affect any economic coopera- 
tion between Israel and Jor- 
dan as political issues usually 
affect economic ones. 

“ Israel is always putting 
obstacles on the Palestinilan- 


Israeli track which, in turn, 
adversely affects the econom- 
ic relations between Jordan 
and Israel” he indicated 
adding that the economic 
dimension is important “since 
it secures and ensures the 
progress of the peace 
process” 

Dl Amman described what 
has been achieved economi- 
cally between Jordan and 
Israel as “humble” being 
greatly affected by the stale- 
male in the talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

He pointed out that Jordan 
has provided a suitable cli- 
mate for investment and 
amended its investment and 
economic regulations in order 
to attract international 
investors. 

Mr. Tabbaa blamed Israel 
for putting obstacles to pre- 
vent Jordanian goods and 
products from flowing into 
the Palestinian market. 

“There is a lack of confi- 
dence on the Israeli side and 
that gives reason for Jordani- 
ans not to trust their Israeli 
counterparts. 

“Israel is to blame for the 
lack of confidence among 
Jordanian businessmen.” Mr 
Tabbaa said adding: "Israel 
wants the Palestinian market 
to be flooded with Israeli 
products rather than Jordan- 
ian ones.” 

“We are only asking for a 
share of the Palestinian mar- 
ket,” he stressed. 

The economic achieve- 
ments between Jordan and 
Israel within the framework 
of the peace agreement signed 
Oct. 26, 1994 are still far less 
than the aspired goals, he 
added. 


Oman to allow 
duty-free fruit, 
vegetable imports 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman 
will exempt from customs 
duties fruit and vegetable 
imports from some Arab 
countries next month, the 
Oman daily Observer has 
reported . 

“The import of fruit and 
vegetables will be 
allowed from Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan by 
road via Al Wajajah bor- 
der checkpoint to be 
delivered at Al Mawaleh 
central markeL These 
imports will be exempt 


from customs duty.” the 
newspaper said. 

It was quoting Director 
General of Customs Said 
Ben Hilal Al Kindi. It 
added that the new laws 
would take effect when 
the Mawaleh market starts 
operating on Nov. 1. 

Oman is pursuing 
reforms aimed at further 
opening up its once pro- 
tected economy as part of 
its bid for membership of 
the World Trade Organi- 
sation. 
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FORECAST FOR SUN DAY OCTOBER 26, 199? 

Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. ] 


ARIES: 

(March 21 to April 19) Take care of 
avoiding stress. You’re trying to get a bi* tone 

perfectly and it’s taking longer than you thought. Some- 
times, to be most efficient. you need to go more sUiy. , 
Otherwise, you'll have to do things over. Give a a try. 
TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) If there’s something that s been 
bothering you, clean it up. You can t have peace of mind 
when there are loose ends hanging out. Something you ve 
been privately worried about could be nothing more than , 
a misunderstanding. It’ll be easier to talk while you re 

playing. _ 

GEMINI: 

(May 21 to June 21) Old friends from far away could drop 
by for a visit. Better stock up on chips and dips, 'tou may 
also come up with a good idea you can apply at work. 
Your invention could bring you a bonus, besides al! the 
time you'll save. Discuss it with the others and get cre- 
ative. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) Tune up your relationships by cruis- 
ing through a good book on the subject today. \ou ve 
done fine on your own. of course, but there might be more 
to learn. Would it help if you had a better job? Do some 
wpik in that direction, too. Discuss the matter with a per- 
soh who loves you. 

LEO: 

(July 22 to August 21) It would be fun to spend a good- 
sized chunk of this day shopping. If you drive a little far- 
ther, you can save money. If you get up early enough, 
check out the swap meet this morning. They'll have fab- 
ulous d eals You might find a real buried treasure. 
VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September 22) You’re always smart, but 
today you’re awesome. Think of something you feel pas- 
sionate about Then, figure put a way to make it prof- 
itable. Don’t quit your day job yet but if you find a way 
to make your hobby pay. your monev worries are over. 
LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) Everbody needs your atten- 
tion. You may be worried that you won’t have enough 
time, money and energy to go around. You certainly don’t 
have any time to waste. Together, everything will get han- 
dled. Get somebody to give you a boost and vou' 11 be fine. 
SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21 ) Your powers are enhanced 
when you're in partnership with people who know how to 
take orders. It’s not just your good looks that draws them 
to your side. Your animal magnetism has them all hypno- 
tised. Be gentle. You don’t want to hurt anybody's feel- 
ings accidentally. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) Plan your next career 
move carefully. You’re going to have to be shrewd about 
iL If you can get to the right people with your request, you 
have a good chance of success. Do it through a friend of 
a friend A neighbour and your own sweetheart have some 
good ideas, too. 

CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) Travel to visit dear friends 
today. -Don’t worry abouta job that’s not finished yet; you 
can get to that tomorrow. A private conversation will 
reveal some very interesting information. Don’t pass the 
gossip along or you could cause a problem. 

AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) This is a good day to take 
care of practical matters. You could start by going shop- 
ping. You may also need to find another source of income. 
By making something you used to buy, you’ll save. That’s 
almost like getting a raise in pay. It counts, wherever it 
comes from. 

PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) You need to take your partner 
off on an adventure. Get as close as you can the largest 
body of water within 100 miles. It always soothes your 
nerves and helps you think more clearly. Contradictory 
signals from an older person have been driving you crazy. 
Today, relax. 

Birtfastone of October: Opal — Tourmaline , 


ACROSS 
1 Fossil resin 
0 Ancient 


10 — Bator 

14 Sierra — 

15 Earthenware 
pot 

16 Verne captain 

17 Hairnet 

18 Approach 

19 Emcee’s place 


22 Being, to Cato 

23 Advertising fight 

24 Brutish woman 
26 Allocate 

30 Mimics slavishly 

31 AIL 

32 Wooded valley 
35 Cubic meter 
39 Fervid 

41 Border 

42 Royal family 
name 

43 Drum type 


46 Spanish 
surrealist 

47 Hook's cohort 
49 Secular people 
51 Understand 

54 Simon of music 

56 Inter- 

57 Induct in a way 

63 Novelist Ayn 

64 Actress Ten 

65 Eel 

66 Hence 

67 Moreno of 
Hollywood 

68 — Dame 

69 Duck 

70 Gen. Robt — 

71 Improve 

DOWN 

1 In addition 

2 Carte 

3 Kick 

4 Organic 

compound 

5 Certain insect 

6 Zen question 
and answer 
technique 

7 Fatty liquid 

8 Word of regret 


by Philip J. Anderson 

9 Go on a toot, in Morie' 

away 

10 Broadway 

hopeful 

11 Real estate 
document 

12 Wrong 

13 Pries 
21 Lack 

25 Exploit 

26 Passing grades, 
barely 

27 Dash 

28 Lyra star 

29 Dominate 
30 '—mater 

33 First (name in 
mystery 

34 Fabricate 

36 Cheese Ci 997 Tmuie mbs 

37 Thespian's ai rights reswwd. 

quest 

38 Ireland 

40 San—, Italy 
45 Stopper 

48 Refugee 53 Add color 

50 Vassar graduate 54 Ex — (one- 

51 Cabby’s sided) 

customers 55 Distinctive 

52 Frighten qualities 


□□□□□ □□LUL3 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
QQGQ QDQQBQDClIilP 
□□□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□O □□□□ 
0SHBQEI QOQHOQOQ 
E3QE20B HDdSa □□□ 
□□□ □□□□□ BDH 

ana annaa qdboo 
□□□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
HEJSO QOOOE3 

□□□an DQSGGaia 

□□□□□□DODD DQE9Q 

□□□a aaaaa nana 
gaga □□□□□ aaaa 


61397 Tribune Usds Semtew, me. 
Al rights resansd. 


58 Brad 

59 Space 

60 Comic Johnson 

61 Small lake 

62 Ogled 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by Ihe above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: INKED SUEDE CHISEL UNFOLD 
Answer What she fell like when her husband concen- 
trated on his music - SECOND FIDDLE 
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Business & Fi nance 



Gammoh: IMF admits reforms are not enough and 
sees suffering continuing without di y ,bt reduction 


** FORMER FINANCE Minister S ami 
Gammoh stressed the need to formulate a 
new national economic and social adjust- 
ment programme when the programme 
adopted in cooperation with the World 
Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) ends in 1998. In a lecture at 
the Jerash Rotary Club, Mr. Gammoh 
said there are some issues that require 
high attention in a national programme 
such as rationalising government and 
public spending and consumption. 

Noting that there are some imbalances 
dial still exist in our society and econo- 
my, the former minister highlighted util- 
ising national resources, such as water, 
energy and other natural resources, at the 
best method. He called for a revision of 
die educational system at all level 
because what is taking place does not 
prepare the Jordanian citizen to the chal- 
lenges and requirements of the new cen- 
tury. He said such a revision should be 
done soon with the participation of repre- 
sentatives from all economic and social 
sectors. 

Mr. Gammoh also highlighted the 
importance of selecting and spending 
generously on technologies that suit the 
Kingdom and saw it necessary to contin- 
ue upgrading new and old legislations 
such as the sales, income tax and cus- 
toms laws. He emphasised the need for 


measures to put an end to bu reau cracy 
and routine and t o adopt absolute trans- 
parency in all the law so that Jordan can 
truly be an attrac live country for invest- 
ment 

The former min ister said special atten- 
tion should be gi\ ’en to continue opening 

neighbouring markets to sell Jordanian 

products there in « irder to ease the suffer- 
ing of our national industries in entering 
traditional and noii-traditional markets. 

Mr. Gammoh in-dicated that the nation- 
al economic and social adjustment pro- 
gramme should sti ress the continuation of 
efforts to reach a suitable understanding 
with creditor coun itries to ease the King- 
dom's debt binder i. 

He revealed thai the IMF has acknowl- 
edged that withou t an easing of at least 
50 per cent of the debt, Jordan's econo- 
my and people will continue to suffer 
even if all econor oic reforms, desirable 
or undesirable wer e implemented 

Mr. Gammoh concluded by pointing 
out that economic openness could create 
the ‘‘Jordanian economic miracle.” He 
said that a solid foundation of property 
rights, creating a liberalised trade and 
financial market at id imposing low cus- 
toms and income fax and the free move- 
ment of goods, ser vices and capital, can 
bring about the mir acle he mentioned (A1 
Aswaq). 



Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 25/10/9718:23 


: ; > " ~-^Sl 

gawsaaggsa mtirttKaSai jflsawKtM'Kfi- :&sB*aS2&j iat BKaisacgrtttt M-MTi.-tm.;; 



Middle Eastern Currencies 



Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 



Study: Japan, S. Korea lead 
way in car plant productivity 


LONDON (AFP) — Japan- 
ese car plants, followed by a 
new breed of South Korean 
upstarts, lead the way in 
worldwide productivity, 
eclipsing output in Europe 
and the United States, a 
study has showed. The top 
three slots in terms of cars 
per employee go to Japanese 
factories, the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (HU) 
research group said in its 
first comparative audit of 
car plants around the world. 

In fourth place came a site 
in South Korea, whose 
“manufacturers are fast 
catching up with Japan and 
now show average produc- 
tivity ahead of Europe.” 

The EIU said in a state- 
ment that European plants 
were the least productive in 
die world’s leading producer 
regions. 

"This does not bode well 


for the European industry, 
which already suffers from 
substantial overcapacity and 
urgently needs to match h$ 
manning levels more close- 
ly to actual demand.” the 
EIU said. 

The study found that 
Honda’s Suzuka plant in 
Japan was the world’s most 
productive car factory last 
year, when employees pro- 
duced almost 119 cars each. 

It was followed by Toyota 
Takaoka (106.4 cars per 
worker) and Mitsubishi Mit- 
sushima (102 cars each). 

Workers at a factory oper- 
ated by the Kia producer in 
Asan Bay, South Korea, 
produced an average 943 
cars each last year. 

“South Korean manufac- 
turers have been increasing 
productivity over the past 
decade and can now be 
counted as operating among 


the world’s most productive 
plants,” the EIU said. 

Researchers said that a 
five and a half day working 
week there aided production 
levels. 

European factories, mean- 
while, had a “poor perfor- 
mance in productivity.” Just 
one European plant. General 
Motor’s Eisenback plant in 
Germany, broke into the 
productivity top 10, with 
70.4 vehicles per worker. 

“Not only do the indige- 
nous companies perform 
comparatively badly, but the 
Japanese transplants in the 
region do less well than 
their counterparts in North 
America,” the study found. 

Two U.S. factories made it 
into the top 10. Ford’s 
Chicago and Atlanta plants, 
which both produced less 
than 78 cars per worker. 


Arab Gulf 
insurers face 
foreign competition 


MANAMA (R) — Insur- 
ance firms in Gulf Arab 
states are likely to face 
strong foreign competition 
and mergers may be needed 
to help them meet the chal- 
lenges, insurance execu- 
tives said on Wednesday. 

“Most of the Gulf coun- 
tries have signed the GATT 
agreement which means 
that the markets in the Gulf 
have to be opened to 
international competition,” 
the Executive Director of 
Gulf Union Insurance 
Group (GUIG), Percy 
Albert Sequeira, said. 

"This will allow reinsur- 
ance companies from any- 
where in the world to mar- 
ket insurance in the Gulf 
countries, naturally, the 


Citicorp to eliminate 7,500 jobs, 
or eight per cent of global workforce 


NEW YORK (AP) — Citicorp, the sec- 
ond-largest banking business in the Unit- 
ed Stales, has said it is ftlimfnating 7300 
jobs worldwide over the next 12-18 
months as it attempts to become mare 
efficient in processing customer transac- 
tions. 

The restructuring, which affects 83 per 
cent of a global workforce of some 
90,000 people, will cost $889 million. 
That resulted in a 45 per cent drop in 
earnings repeated for die third quarter. 
Without die one-time charge, profit 
would have increased 14 per cent, Citi- 
corp said. 

The cuts are required to stay competi- 
tive, said John Reed, chairman of the 


New York-based banking company with 
assets of $ 30038 billion. The parent of 
Citibank, which is second only to Chase 
Manhattan Corp. in U.S. banking, said 
the cuts are not directed at bank branches. 

"Our customers, both consumer and 
corporate, demand that we continuously 
improve the ways we serve them, even at 
reduced prices,” said a statement issued 
by Mr. Reed. 

"We are responding to these conditions, 
which are not going away, by pursuing 
aggressive and focused business strate- 
gies in all markets, by giving central 
attention to quality and by realigning our 
business and processing structures to give 
them a global configuration,” be added. 


The processing centres are the back- 
office operations that perform such func- 
tions as handling customer statements, 
issuing credit cards, doing paperwork on 
mongages and other loans and answering 
questions from customers. 

With an operation that now extends to 
98 countries, Citicorp wants to consoli- 
date these centres, company spokesman 
John Morris said. 

In all, it will eliminate 9,000 existing 
positions at centres being closed and add 
1300 positions at centres that will be 
expanded, a net loss of 7300 jobs, Citi- 
corp said. 

Specifics on where the cuts would 
come were not disclosed. 
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346.000 245.000 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BX. 
bank of Jordan 

KID. EAST XHV.BK. 
industrial dev. be. 

TBS HOUSING BK. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULF BANK 
ARAB JOR.rNV.BK. 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR.INV. FIN. BANK 
BEIT. AL- HAL (SERNA) 


33050 330.00 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


index I 237.22 *CBG: +0.21 


ARAB LIFE IRSUR. 


INDEX 1 115.24 ZCHG: +0.49 


2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC FUR. 

9.0 

5.35 

13 

5351 

100 

15 

1.88 

1.87 

.01- 

1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE IMV. 

12. B 

6.52 

1 

1000 

9 

20 

-92 

-92 

— 

8.160 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

14.4 

6.22 

13 

lOOO 

79 

51 

7.80 

8.04 

.24+ 

1.140 

.900 

JLARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

5 

7500 

69 

75 

-92 

.93 

.01+ 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. ■ 

8.2 

6.36 

10 

2750 

47 

56 

1.75 

1.73 

.02- 

.950 

.640 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

1 

58 

.74 

.75 

.01+ 



DIALS INDEX i 111 

65 XCHGi 

+0.19 

43 

17651 

3Q6 

13 

1.050 

.930 

AXTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

3 

2050 

2B 

50 

1.01 

1.00 

.01- 

4.450 

3.030 

JOR. CEMENT FACT- 

21.9 

3.38 

8 

16112 

529 

16 

3.28 

3.25 

.03- 

7.050 

5.550 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.2 

3.20 

■5 

5350 

324 

15 

6.02 

6.10 

.08+ 

1.410 

1.050 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

9.2 

9.43 

1 

300 

3 

18 

1.06 

1.06 

— 

4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF- 

11.8 

4.60 

7 

1794 

76 

i7 

4.29 

4.27 

.02- 

* 1.750 

1.120 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

13.6 

7.27 

1 

500 

5 

50 

1.12 

1.10 

.02- 

8.900 

5.000 

ARAB CSXH- DTREQH. 

19.9 

4.62 

1 

200 

13 

30 

6.50 

6.50 

— 

1-480 

1.050 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

5 

1650 

22. 

17 

1.30 

1.29 

.01- 

6.000 

4.300 

DAR ALDAWA DV. MV. 

14.2 

4.33 

12 

22500 

1306 

52 

5.80 

5.78 

.02- 

3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. ZED- 

5.8 

10.04 

3 

2250 

56 

33 

2.49 

2.49 

- 

.690 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.4 

0.00 

1 

1550 

7 

>0 

.49 

.49 

— 

1.230 

.820 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

26.9 

0.00 

2 

750 

6 

50 

.88 

.88 

- 

1.330 

.760 

NATIONAL STEEL XND. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1050 

7 

?9 

.77 

.76 

.01- 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL MBS. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1900 

11 

32 

-SB 

.58 

— 

1.200 

.510 


9 

0.00 

1 

200 

1 

38 

.54 

.54 

— 

.890 

.530 

JOS. S0LPHO-CHEH 

9 

0.00 

10 

5500 

36 

>5 

.67 

.65 

.02- 

1.670 

1.120 

ARM PHARM. CHEM. 

16.7 

5.34 

4 

1650 

21 

>2 

1.32 

1-31 

.01- 

1.880 

1.080 

tnnv. MQDN.INDS. 

P 

.21 

13 

43700 

547 

32 

1.24 

1.24 

- 

1.460 

-880 

JOR- INDS. RESOURCES 

11.8 

11.36 

4 

3OQ0 

26 

30 

.88 

.88 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. StEH CABLE CO. 

16.1 

0.00 

2 

500 

4 

38 

.88 

■ 80 


2.090 

1.340 

EL —EAT READY HEAR 

50.7 

0.00 

1 

800 

11 

52 

1.44 

1.44 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

0.00 

23 

20150 

248 

-9 

1.22 

1.21 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.50 

6 

2000 

15 

20 

.75 

.76 

.01+ 

.840 

.580 

KID. BASS COMPLEX 

7.4 

16-67 

22 

19100 

115‘ 

72 

.60 

.60 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX i 116.56 XCBCi +0.34 


INDEX i 171.28 zCHGi +0.26 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 25/10/1997 


JOR. TRADE VAC. 

UNION XNV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHARQ INV.CO. 
AL-DAMLXYAH 75* 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

ARAB XNTL- XKV.TRD. 
NATL. MOLT. ENG. NAMI CO 
MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
TEDS. ENG. 

NATL. POULTRY 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 751 


GRAND TOTAL 


10.4 

0.00 

6 

14500 

5655 

.39 

.39 

_ 

9 

0.00 

11 

21250 

5678 

.76 

.77 

.01+ 

9 

0.00 

16 

93350 

37340 

.40 

.40 


P 

0.00 

1 

2700 

2322 

.84 

.86 

.02+ 

68.1 

0.00 

s 

1276 

587 

.74 

.71 

.03- 

9 

0.00 

2 

'750 

353 

.47 

.47 


43. B 

0.00 

4 

4650 

1767 

.38 

.38 

_ 

9 

0.00 

13 

34200 

13898 

.40 

.40 

_ 

E 

0.00 

12 

22050 

9041 

.65 

.66 

.01+ 

9 

0.00 

14 

9149 

9054 

1.30 

1.26 

.04- 

9 

0.00 

8 

7250 

2248 

.31 

.31 


E 

0.00 

6 

2600 

1612 

.63 

.62 

.01- 

94.6 

0.00 

S 

1324 

569 

.68 

.68 




103 

215049 

90121 





Jordan Marketplace- ?** JQ RD^A^ 1 M^RKETPLA^E *** Jordan Marketplace 


|pAJANlJewel|lers,Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold • Phone5S27 1 1 8 Alsotn^razU • 


local companies will be 
facing very strong competi- 
tion from 'the international 
market,” he said. 

Mr. Sequeira was speak- 
ing on the sidelines of a 
two-day seminar attended 
by insurance executives 
from the Middle East. Asia 
and Europe. The seminar, 
‘the Gulf Insurance Market 
in the 21st Century: Chal- 
lenges of a Free Market,’ 
was organised by the 
Bahrain-based GUIG. 

The general manager of 
Gulf Union Insurance and 
Risk Management in 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 
John Melcon called for 
mergers among small insur- 
ance companies in Gulf 
Arab states. "I am calling 
for mergers because merg- 
ers create better financial 
institutions with stronger 
capital bases.” 

Data provided to the sem- 
inar showed there were 178 
insurance companies in 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, 
Oman. Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates fUAJE) and 
Kuwait in 1996 with total 
premium written of $1,928 
billion and $1,111 billion 
total premium reinsured. 

In 1996 there were 115 
local and 63 foreign insur- 
ance firms operating in the 
Gulf. Saudi Arabia tops the 
list with 74 firms with total 
premiums of $712 million, 
followed by the UAE with 
19 firms with $654 million 
in premiums, and Bahrain 
with eight firms with $100 
milli on in premiums. 

“Bahrain is the only 
country in which the num- 
ber of companies is not jus- 
tified. by way of compari- 
son with other Gulf Arab 
countries’ total premium 
income and population.” 
the general manager of the 
Bahrain-based Arab War 
Risks Insurance Syndicate, 
Muwaffaq Ridha. told the 
gathering. 

Mr. Ridha said Saudi 
insurance firms were all 
registered outside the coun- 
try, with the exception of 
the National Company for 
Cooperative Insurance 
“due to the fact that there is 
no legislation regulating 
the registration and super- 
vision of insurance compa- 
nies.” 

Most insurance firms in 
Gulf Arab states focus 
mainly on car insurance, 
with little attention being 
{>aid to health, marine and 
life insurance, analysts say. 

They estimate around 60 
per cent of all insurance 
premiums in the Middle 
East are expatriated to 
Western reinsurers. 


Egypt to issue 
$250-300 million 
bond this year 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt will 
issue sovereign bonds 
worth between $250 mil- 
lion to $300 milli on before 
the end of the year to create 
a borrowing benchmark, 
the country's finance min- 
ister has said 

: “Egypt is planning to 
.issue sovereign bonds in 
the international . market 
worth about $250 million 
to $300 million,” Finance 
Minister Mohieddin A1 
Gharib said. 




















































10 Sports 


Final ingredient added to battle 


for world championship 


JEREZ. Spain fAFP) — 
The final ingredient for the 
most explosive finish to a 
Grand Prix season in recent 
history was added here on 
Saturday when Jacques 
Villeneuve and tylichael 
Schumacher both clocked 
identical rimes to fine up on 
the front row. 

The 26-year-old Canadian 
was given pole spot because 
he managed to get his time 
in first in one of the most 
incredible qualifying ses- 
sions ever. 

Adding to the drama was 
Villeneuve 's William’s 

team mate Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen who also had the 
same time as the two dri- 
ver's battling for the world , 
championship. 

Schumacher, who leads 
the championship by one 
point, will take his third dri- 
vers’ crown if both drivers 
fail to finish the race amid 
fears of another controver- 
sial first-comer collision. 

Villeneuve. celebrating 
the 13 th and possibly most 
important pole of his career, 
said of the timings: ‘It's 
surprising, but it's the best 
way to finish the last quali- 
fying when you are fighting 
for the championship. 

“What I was surprised 
about is that I set the time 
on my first run. But pole is 
vital as it’s a question of 
who gets to the finish in 
front of the other guy." 

Schumacher said: ‘When 
I saw the times on my com- 
puter read-out I couldn’t 
believe it You cannot get 
closer — it just shows the 
competition is at a very high 
level. 

“1 wanted a head-to-head 
with Jacques and that's 
what I’ve got. We are going 
to have a very good race 
and the first comer will be 
interesting. 

“But what happens there 
will depend on who gets the- 
best stan because here it 
doesn't really matter if you 
are first or second on die 
grid.” 





Douglas 
heads list 
to challenge 
Lewis 



FerrarFs Michael Schumacher drives to make the second best time for the starting 
grid as the car of his brother Ralf is removed from the track after coming off October 
25 at the Jerez racetrack during practice sessions for the European Grand Prix. 
(Renters photo) 


Defending champion 
Damon Hill could also 
mark his last race for 
Arrows and as world cham- 
pion in style after qualify- 
ing an excellent fourth 
fastest just .058 of-a-second 
off pole. 

A sign of how tense the 
battle has become came ear- . 
fier in the day when an 
upset Villeneuve angrily 
confronted Eddie Irvine. 

The clash happened after 
Villeneuve. who was on a 
flying lap during the unoffi- 
cial practice session, was 
forced to slow down when 
he was blocked by the 
Ulsterman. 

The Canadian, clearly 
annoyed, rushed, to the 
Ferrari pits at the end of the 
session to let Irvine know 
what he thought of him in 
no. uncertain terms as. he 
swore at him. 

As Villeneuve stormed 
back to the Williams 
garage, Irvine got out of his 


car with a broad grin on his 
face and smiled at some of 
the Ferrari mechanics. 

“This just shows he is get- 
ting wound up. I didn’t see 
him in the mirrors,” said 
Irvine 

Villeneuve, still angry at 
Irvine, said later: “That’s 
the fourth time he’s done 
that to me in the last two 
days. 

“It’s a kind of psychologi- 
cal game. It just shows to 
what point Eddie is pre- 
pared to go to help Michael 
win the championship. 

“Michael has said he 
wants a clean race with no 
bad things. I just hope he 
will be able to do that’’ 

Villeneuve has to finish 
ahead of Schumacher and in 
the points in Sunday’s 
European Grand Prix to 
take the title, but fears a col- . 
lision with either his 
German rival or Irvine 
cotild wreck his champi- 
onship hopes. 


Earlier this week 
Villeneuve admi tted he was 
concerned about Irvine. 

“You never know what to 
expect from Eddie ” said the 
Canadian when asked if he 
thought the Ulsterman 
might try and force him off 
the track. 

Irvine successfully 

blocked Villeneuve during 
.the last race in Japan and 
has vowed to do everything 
he can to help Schumacher 
take the title for the third 


time. 

Saturday morning’s con- 
frontation, is a sign that the 
pressure isS>egmnmg to tell 
and increase^the chances of 
a collision deciding the des- 
tination of the drivers* tide. 

Schumacher has pledged 
to keep the contest clean, 
hoping to avoid a repeat of 
the controversial climax to 
the 1994 campaign when he 
took the title by one point 
after colliding with Damon 
Hill. . 


Paris Indoor draw does Sampras no favours 


PARIS (AFP) — World 
number-one Pete Sampras 
was done no favours by 
Paris Mayor Jean Tiberi at 
Friday’s draw for the $2.5 
million Paris Indoor Open 
which will open at the 
Bercy Stadium on Monday. 

For the first names the 
French politician drew out 
of the hat as the American’s 
first match opponents were 
three-times champion Boris 
Becker and experienced 
Australian Mark 

Woodforde. 

Sampras could hardly 
have been expecting such a 
tough start. 

With several top players 
dropping out of the event 
because of injury — among 
them Goran Ivanisevic and 
Mark Philippoussis — 
Sampras had been hoping 
for a kinder passage. 

And even if he survives 
his opening clash, the top 
seed then has to win diffi- 
cult possible shoot-outs 
against the likes of Petr 
Korda, Tim Henman and 
Thomas Muster before a 
scheduled semi-final against 
either big-serving Greg 
Rusedski or last year’s final- 
ist Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

Becker, 29 and the winner 
of the event in 1986, 1989 
and 1992. will be deter- 
mined to celebrate his last 
appearance in Paris with 
some spectacular tennis. 
And he will not be in the 
modd to bow out quietly. 
But he wifi need to keep his 
concentration against 
Woodforde in front of the 
notoriously unruly Paris 


crowd- 

Last year the German 
stormed off court complain- 
ing about the crowd behav- 
iour after crashing in his 
first match to Carlos Moya 
of Spain. He later said it had 
been like “playing in front 
of a zoo." 

Sampras, the 1996 winner 
of the world's richest indoor 
tournament and one of three 
players already safely quali- 
fied for the AXP’s end-of- 
season Championships in 
Hamburg (the others are 
Michael Chang and Patrick 
Rafter), will be bidding for 
bis first tournament success 
since winning the Grand 
Slam Cup in Munich last 
month. 

He was beaten for only the 
tenth time in 56 matches 
this season in Stuttgart earli- 
er this week when he bowed 
out to Richard Krajicek of 
the Netherlands in straight- 
sets. 

Although Sampras 

remains the title favourite 
— many see Britain’s big- 
serving 24-year-old 

Rusedski as the player to 
beat 

The United States Open 
finalist, who is seeded 
fourth, is certainly the oppo- 
nent nobody wants to face. 
His recent string of success- 
es have sent him charging 
up the rankings and brought 
him the title in Basel and a 
finalist’s berth in Vienna. 

Rusedski opens his first- 
ever campaign inside the 
grass-walled stadium with a 
second-round clash against 
either American Todd 



Pete Sampras 


Martin or Jan Siemerink of 
the Netherlands. And he 
should also arrive in the 
French capital well rested 
after an early second-round 
loss to rising German star 
Nicolas .Kiefer in Stuttgart 
this week. 

His compatriot, Tim 
Henman, who was just one 
place away from claiming 
one of the 16 seeded spots, 
opens against poetry-loving 
Moroccan Hicham ■ Arazi. 
And if he comes through 
that test he will face a sec- 
ond-round clash against 
tenth-seeded Alex Corretja 
of Spain. 

In the. other-half of the 
draw, second-seed Michael 
Chang could face last year's 
winner Thomas Enqvist in 
the last-sixteen, while 
French Davis Cup players 
Cedric Pioline and Lionel 
Roux were drawn for a first- 
round showdown. 

Guillaume Raoux, another 
member of the unsuccessful 
French Davis Cup squad 
that was eliminated from the 
world group by Belgium 
last month, faces Belgian 
number-one HKp Dewulf, 
while Fabrice Santoro, 

another home player, takes 
on Magnus Lars son of 
Sweden in a bid to reach a 
second-round berth against 
14th seeded . Richard 

Krajicek of the Netherlands 
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LONDON (APP) — James 
‘Buster" Douglas, the man 
who stunned Mike Tyson to 
become the undisputed 
world heavyweight champi- 
on in 1990, is heading the 
list of contenders to chal- 
lenge Britain's Lennox 
Lewis for hisWBC crown: 

Douglas and fellow 
American Lou Savarese are 
the opponents most favoured 
.by Lewis’s American cable 
network Home Box Office 
for a February 21 defence in 
Las Vegas. 

The Lewis camp is. cur- 
rently trying to seal a unifi- 
cation deal with WBA cham- 
pion Evander Holyfield. 
should he overcome IBF 
holder Michael Moorcr on 
November 8. 

But that could be delayed 
until later in 1998 if 
Holyfield is ordered to meet 
the winner of a WBA title 
final eliminator between 
Orlin Norris and another of 
the leading contenders 
between May and the end of 
June. 

Lewis’s manager Frank 
Maloney said: “I think 
Douglas is a good fight for 
Lennox. There is still a mys- 
tique surrounding him after 
his victory over Mike Tyson. 
He beat Tyson when every- 
one had him as a major' 
underdog. He’s the man who 
beat the man." 

Douglas wrecked the 
invincibility of Tyson in 
Tokyo in 1990, but has come 
back after six years out of 
boxing to successfully re- 
launch his career, 

Douglas said recently: 
“I’m the world champion. 
I’m ready to take on Lennox 
Lewis and take the title back 
to America. His opponents 
don’t stand up to him but i 
will, baby." 

*:There would be-nothing 
but thumping, and thumping, 
beautiful execution, and I’m 
ready to take him on an win 
my championship back." 







Russia’s Natalia Li] pkovskaya performs with the ribbon during the World 
Championships in R hythmic Gymnastics in Be rlin. Russia won the team World 
Championships with >118.678 points (Reuters photo) 


Marlins on brink of Series title 


■MIAMI (AFP) ■ — 
Tantalizmgly close to ■ a 
World Series title, .the 
Florida Marlins are fin ding 
it harder to concentrate on 
finishing die job. ■ . 

The National .League 
' champions, ' formed iii 1992 
. and boosted by a $90 mil- 
lion talent infusion this sea- 
son. returned home Friday 
with a 3-2 lead' over 
Cleveland in the besrt-of- 
seven baseball finals. 

Kevin Brown, the win- 
mngest pitcher' on the 
Marlin staff,, tries to ■ wrap • 
up the title in game six. here 
Saturday against. 

Cleveland’s Chad Ogea. . 

“We’re going back home. 
We have our ace. Things 
look real good,” Florida's 
Darren Paul ton said. 

The Indians, who are 7-0 
in even-numbered playoff 
games this year, must win to 
force a seventh game here 
Sunday. 

After Florida, won game 
five 8-7 on Thursday, 
Marlins officials . began 
malting plans for a victory 
parade. Florida players even 
admitted they are having a 
hard time contra Ling their 
excitement with a title so 


• happens *it*s going to be 
unbelievable." 

The Indians are on the 
brink of a third consecutive 
heartbreak, having lost the 
1995 Series to Atlanta in six 
games , and been ousted in 
. the" first playoff round last 
■ year after having the win- 
ningest season in baseball. 

A Series loss to the 
, Marlins could put 
Cleveland with American 
football’s Buffalo Bills on 
the list of perennial brides- 
maids to never capture the 
grand prize. 

“This is a never- say-die 
team. This team will not fall 
over and die," Indians' 
pitchr Orel Hershiser said. 

Cleveland twice faced 
elimination against the New 
York Yankees in the first 
round this year only to bat- 
tle back to win and oust the 
reigning Series champions. 

“Nothing is -impossible. 
We have done it before,” 
Cleveland shortstop Omar 
Vizquel said. “I don’t think 
many people thought we 


would even be in the World 
Series to begin with. 

“And the** Marlins have 
pressure, too. They have to 
come up with a big game at 
home. We have to play our 
best baseball in the next 


game. 

Neither team practiced 
Friday. Florida manager Jim 
Leyl and. who has spent 34 
years in the sport to reach 
his first World Series, said if 
his club is not ready after 
playing since March, they 
never would be. 

Brown was rocked for 10 
hits and six runs in six 
innings to lose game two 
here, with the Indians slap- 
ping singles through a 
Marlin defense often spread 
because Cleveland had run- 
ners on base. 

“I didn’t throw the ball 
that badly but I felt like I 
could throw better," Brown 
said. “My plan is to get 
them to hit ground balls to 
people. You have to make 
good pitches and hope 
tilings bounce your way." 
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near. 

‘Tm trying to keep my 
emotions down," Marlin 
slugger Gary Sheffield said. 
“I know it’s going to be one 
of the biggest' moments of 
my life. I’m trying not to 
just jump over the ceiiling.” 

“We can’t worry about 
winning two," Cleveland 
batting hero Marquis 
Grissom said. “We have to 
play, flat out. There’s no 
tomorrow. They' btsar ' us 
twice in Cleveland. .1 don’t 
see any reason we ain’t do 
the same here.” 

Florida's Moises Alou. 
who drove in four runs and . 
scored twice in game five, 
catches himself when fie 
starts to look ahettd too 
much. 

“It’s big to be up, ‘but it’s 
not going to be easy. We 
have another big gsiine to 
play," the Dominican said. 
“Tm not thinking about' it 
until it happens. WTjen it 


WITH OMAR SHAHIF 
&TAHNAH HIRSCH 


ABASH OF DECEPTION 


Both vulnerable. Sobth deals. 


WEST 

*J87 

0753' 

O JIO? 
+ AK87 


NORTH 
* AS 6 
OQ9 
OAKS 4 
+ QJ93 


Hearts seemed to be a better choice 
than three no trump. . 

The defense started by cashing 


the king and ace of dobs, on which 
East completed an echo by first 


SOUTH 

*54 

AK10864 
0Q8 
*104 2 


EAST 

4KQ1032 
<?J2 
0 9 758 
*66 


dropping the sut, then the five. A 
third club was led. ruffed hr East 


The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
2V Pass ' 40 Pass 

Past Pass 


Opening lead: luhg of* 


■a will fool the average 
not the expert. Be sun 


of the caliber of your opponent 
before you commit' yourself to an 


UHiy, 

North-South were playing weak 
two-bids, and South's hand was 
dsssk for 30 ch action. North had a 
MQ7 good hand, but could not be 
sure partner's hearts would produce 
sa bet tricks. With only a single 
stopper in. spades, a raise to four 


third dub was led, ruffed by East 
with the deuce. The king of spades 
was returned, taken by dummy's 
ace. and declarer immediately led 
dummy's high dnh. What should 
East do, and why? 

The natural tendency is to raff 
Declarer will memjff nwri the 
rest of the tricks, since die losing 
spade can be discarded on a high 
diamond. 

I n st e ad. East should wonder why 
declarer led a dub at the fifth trick. 
South surely held the ace-king of 
trumps, so if South needed to dis- 
card a loser on the high club, 
trumps could have been extract©! 
first Ergo, declarer had no side-suit 
loser and wanted East to ruff, to 
clarify the trump situation. 

At 'the table, a quick-thinking 

East smoothly discarded a spade 
Declarer did the same, then ruflW 
the spade and now was faced with a 
losing option. Sww East's failure to 
ruff suggested that Wert bad dart- 
ed with lour trumps headed by the 
jack. South led a trump to the nod 
Down one. 







CINEMA 


CINEMA 


TELA99238 


CINEMA 


TEL-.677420 


1EL; 07? 33430 ■ 


.CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA "1" Y PHILADELPHIA "2" 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


TEL: 07* 33430 


GALLERIA 2 


m mnm 

TEL:«25l5^j^ 


Kurt Russell ... in 


ESCAPE 
FROM L.A. 


Alicia Silverston & 
Amy Heckerling ... in 


Tommy Lee Jones & 
Will Smith ... in 


CLUELESS 


MEN IN BLACK 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30,10:30 ' 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10-30 


COaCOKD "1" 

Ceena Davis & 

Samuel Jackson ...in 
THE LONG KISS 
GOOD NIGHT 
(1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30) 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


Nicholas Cage ... in 


Van Damme... in 


CON AIR 


DOUBLE TEAM 


TOO HOT TO HANDLE shows: 3:30 ' 6:00 ’ 8:30 ’ 10:45 ' Shorn: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


Watch out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
andAmal D abbas 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Reading leave it late 

LONDON (AFP) A late equaliser from Linvoy Primus 
after the sending off of the visiting goalkeeper earned 
Reading a3-3 draw against Nottingham Forest in Friday’s 
Division One clash. Forest had looked to be cruising to an 
easy victory when they took a 2-0 lead but the game was 
transformed when referee John Brand wood sent Forest 
keeper Dave Beasant off for a professional foul on Martin 
Williams. Beasant, who was replaced in the visitors’ goal 
by centre-half Steve Chettle, later accused referee John 
Brandwood of “messing about with people’s careers ." 


Beams extends run 

MELBOURNE (AFP) — — Unseeded New 7>aianH#»r 
Philippa Beams continued her giant-killing run in the 
women's Australian Open Squash Championship here on 
Saturday, fighting back from 2-0 down to beat England’s 
world number three Cassie Jackman 4-9, 4-9, 9 -4 9-1 9- 
7 in just under an hour. The 27-year-oJd world numbner 
14 from Auckland said: “I expected to get done in three 
games but in the thjird game I decided to play in front and 
play short, which seemed to work.” Beams, whose win 
sends her into the semi-finals, had already removed Eng- 
land’s sixth seed Fiona Geaves in the first round. World 
number five and local favourite Carol Owens meanwhile 
lost an all-Australian battle against Liz Irving, Brisbane’s 
fifth-seeded Irving coming through 2-9, 9-0, 2-9, 9-7, 9- 
4. 

West Ham say no to Aboii 

CANNES, France (AFP) — • Cannes striker Samassi 
Abou, set to sign for West Ham of the English Premier- 
ship, will not be swapping a relegation battle on the 
Mediterranean for Upton Park after all, it emeiged Friday. 
Abou was to have joined the Hammers for some 
$600,000, but the London club decided after he had com- 
pleted his medical they only wanted to pay half that 
amount as well as a lower wage than that originally moot- 
ed, Cannes general manager Eric Goiran said. As well as 
welcoming Abou back, Cannes have also agreed to pay 
Sion of Switzerland around a million dollars for experi- 
enced striker Marco Grassi. 

Schulz pulls out of Francis fight 

BERLIN (AFP) — German .heavyweight Axel Schulz 
saw his hopes of making a fourth bid for the world title 
dashed Friday when a back problem forced him to with- 
draw from a bout with Britain's Julius Francis. The bout 
had been set to go ahead here on November 15 but Schulz, 
28, said a painful nerve had forced him to pull out “I 
can’t even train. I’m very disappointed. When you want to 
become world champion every bout is important and I 
really could have done without an injury just now,” the 
Germap said. In his previous cracks at the world title^ 
Schulz failed against George Foreman, Erancois Betha 
and Michael Moorer. ‘ .V f,."' “• 


Sydney 

Olympic 

gold 

from site 
of 1st 
Aussie 
gold rush 

SYDNEY (AFP.) — 
The bullion needed for 
. the 1,000 gold medals 
;at die Sydney 2000 
■ Olympic Games will 
come from the site of 
Australia’s first gold 
rush, Olympics Minis- 
ter Michael Knight said 
Saturday. 

The historic Ophir 
goldfields in central- 
western New South 
Wales state will provide 
6,000 grams (210 
ounces) of gold worth 
150,000-200.000 Aus- 
tralian dollars 

($108,000-144,000). 

“Orange, Blayney and 
Cabonne councils have 
all decided to make us 
an offer that we could- 
n't refuse, to supply the 
gold for the medals at 
the Sydney Games at 
their own expense,” 
Knight said. 

“It includes gold 
coming from the first- 
ever, workable, payable 
gold mine in Australia. 

“We're delighted to 
endorse that proposal 
subject to working out 
some details with the 
councils as to the way 
in which they can 
receive credit for it." 

The Ophir goldfields 
were discovered in 
1851. . They yield 

^tiuggfets “Hitifcr than' . 

i . &**?»«•* ts t\t • I-:. 


Judge accuses Venables 
of lying on oath 


LONDON (AFP) — Australian football 
coach Terry Venables was condemned on 
Friday by a senior English judge who 
accused him of lying on oath to try and per- 
suade a jury his friend was innocent. For- 
mer bankrupt Eddie Ashby was jailed for 
four months by the court for helping Ven- 
ables manage English football giants Tot- 
tenham Hotspur and a London nightspot in 
“flagrant" breach of a bankruptcy ban. 

But despite the judge accusing Venables 
of “deliberately and dishonestly” trying to 
mislead a jury, the former England coach 
has escaped possible prosecution for per- 
jury- 

The judge said those trying the disgraced 


businessman had seen through the “trans- 
parent charade” of a defence which 
attempted to put the blame on Tottenham 
chairman Alan Sugar instead. 

But soon after Knights bridge Crown 
Court Judge Timothy Pontius’s lard-hitting 
remarks, it emerged that no further action 
was contemplated against Venables, who is 
also the owner of first division Portsmouth. 

A Crown Prosecution spokesman said: 
“The judge can choose to refer papers to 
the police. It may be something that the 
police decide to investigate 
However, the judge’s clerk said if he had 
planned such a move he would have 
announced it in open court 



Amman Little League 


Tots Division 1990-1992 (all are winners') \ 


Krajicek moves into Eurocard 
final against Korda 


STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Richard Krajicek began 
narrowing his long-odd 
chances of a place in die 
season tennis finale as he 
overhaued Swede Jonas 
Bjorkman 6-4. 3-6, 6-3 on 
Saturday to book his sec- 
ond career trophy match at 
the $2.3 million Eurocard 
Open. 

Former Wimbledon win- 
ner Krajicek and the 1995 
champion here, needed one 
hour 27 minutes to continue 
the run of success this week 
which has taken him to 
wins over last year’s final- 
ists, Pete Sampras and 
Boris Becker. 

The Dutch 16th seed 
stands a decent chance of 
improving his possibilities 
for reaching the eight-man 
World Championships in 
Hanover, which starts in a 
fortnight. 

He will play Czech Petr 
Korda for the Mercedes 
Super 9 title Sunday. 

Veteran Korda, whose 
tennis is florishing as he 
nears the age of 30. 

■ knocked out third seed 
Patrick Rafter without cere- 
mony 6-4, 7-6 (7/3). 

Korda, with seven career 
titles but none this year, 
improved to 3-1 against the 
25-year-old Australian in 
their series. 

Korda’s best results this 
year have been finals in 
Halle on grass and in Wash- 
ington on hard court. He is 
playing Stuttgart for the 
fifth time and lost to Stefan 
Edberg in tbe 1992 finals . 

The defeat in one hour 29 
minutes will not affect 
Rafter's participation at 
next month's event in 
Hanover along with Pete 
Sampras and Michael 
Chang, who have also 
already qualified. 

But had Rafter won the 
tournament this- weekv'- he 
would have stood a chance 
of overhauling Chang on 
second. 

“There are only two more 



Petr Korda from the Czech Republic celebrates his semifinal victory over Patrick 
Rafter from Australia at the ATP Indoor Championships in Stuttgart, October 25. 
Korda defeated Rafter 6-4 7-6 (Renters photo) 



Patrick Rafter from Australia kicks the ball during his semifinal match against Petr 
Korda from the Czech Republic at tbe ATP Indoor Championships in Stuttgart, 
October 25. Korda defeated Rafter 6-4 7-6 (Renters photo) 


spots to go,” said the disap- 
pointed Queenslander. “I’m 
getting closer, though I'm 
not there yet. Maybe I will, 
maybe I won't.” 

Rafter., said that a knee 
problem which had both- 
ered him a bit in the wake 
of his U.S. Open victory is 
fine at the moment. “It was 
giving me trouble early in 
the week, but in the last two 
matches it has been great, I 
haven’t felt a thing.” 

Korda, who is from the 
same tennis generation as 
the retired Edberg and the 
semi-retired Boris Becker, 
said that he is nowhere near 
to ending his own career. 

“ I don’t know how long 
m play, but I realise that 1 
can play tennis and beat the 
No. 1 in the world (a 
fourth-round win over Pete 
Sampras at the U.S. Open). 

Tm enjoying tennis and 
working harder than ever. 
My motivation has never 
been so high. My goal is to 
get back into the Top 10. 

Tin still young inside. 
Backer and Edberg turned 
pro when they were around 
15 or 16, 1 didn’t do it until 
I was 19. I haven’t played 
as much as they had.” 

Korda won SO per cent of 
his first-serve points and 
had 30 winners during the 
match against Rafter. 

Bjorkman, a U.S. Open 
semi-finalist, dropped the 
first set through one break 
for Krajicek. But the 
Swede’s form underwent a 
rapid improvement in the 
second set 

Bjorkman broke for 2-0 
when Krajicek missed a 
straightforward volley. The 
Swede earned a 4-1 lead 
and eventually drew even at 
a set apiece. 

The third set stayed od 
serve until Krajicek broke 
for 3-1 and served out the 
match five games later. 


Italy’s Compagnoni 
wins Super G 



TIGNES, France (AFP) — 
Italy's Deborah Com- 
pagnoni, defending World 
Cup giant slalom champi- 
on, streaked to victory 
here Saturday in the World 
Cup season opener, finish- 
ing in 2 min 24.84sec. 

Martina Ertl of Germany 
was second almost two 
seconds off the pace, 
crossing the line in 
2:26.72 ahead of Sweden’s 
Martina Fortkord, who 
timed 2:27.30. 

Switzerland's Karin 
Roten, silver medalist at 
the last world champi- 
onships, placed fourth 
with last year’s race win- 
ner Germany’s Katja 
Seizinger surprisingly 
well out of the running in 


fifth, four seconds behind 
Compagnoni. 

“It really makes up for 
last year, when I lost the 
opening race at Solden 
after making a bad mistake 
on the second run," 
beamed Compagnoni after 
her win. 

This time, the champion 
was fastest out of the 
blocks in both runs and 
she explained: “The first 
run was very fast, the sec- 
ond very good technically. 
But I felt great during 
both!" 

Compagnoni was never 
in trouble having gained 
more than a one-second 
advantage over Seizinger 
in the first run and then 



Italy’s Deborah Compagnoni in action to win the opening giant slalom of tbe Alpine 
ski World Cnp race in fignes, French Alps. Martina Ertl of Germany was second and 
Martina Fortkord of Sweden third (Reuters photo) 


beaten Ertl by more than 
half a second 
Ertl had the consolation 


of heading the provisional 
overall standings having 
placed fourth in Friday’s 


parallel slalom. The Ger- 
man has 130 points to 
Compagnoni's 1 14. 


A1 Sadat vs 
McDonald's 


Klim 

vs Atro 


juniors One Division 


1988-1989 


Bergkamp keeps card-happy refs busy 


. AlJawhara 1 vs Nokia 

Varta 2 vs IPCOO '-.i ■ 

Standings: Nokia 12 points; VartaTO points; AlJawhara, 

7 points; IPC0 3 points - - V- 


Juniors Two Division 


1986-1987 


RJ 0 vs Intervet 0 r 

Porsche. 0 vs RMCCS 1 v! ~ : \ 

Standings: Intervet 14 points; RMCCS , .lO .pomts; 
Porsche 8 points; RJ 1 points 

Mids Division 1984-1985 . 

Aiby’s 1 vs Amigo Nabil • t 

Reineit 2 vs Dune’s. Dub . 3 : 'V£->.. 

' Aiby’s 3 vs- Reinert 2 (played Thur .UCL 

23rd) ■■ - 

Standings: Dune's Club 13 points: Aimgo Nabil ;.^ 
points; Arby’s 6 points; Reinert 4 points; ^ 

Senior Division 1981-1983 . '• ■■■ 

yalaHj-pn 4 vs Jordan Insurance L - ,r. ; ■ y'.-. rv 

Coffee Break 2 . vs Coaches '3. 

_ * T , VT«4MWQfU l| f>. 1 ftL 


198M 983 . 

Jordan Insurance . 1 ■ • . - ,r v : y.\: 
vs Coaches 3. ' v ■ 1 \ 


Coffee Break 2 . vs Coacnes . 3, 

Standings: Zalatimo 10 pomts; Jordmi -Jnsoranaf^ 
points; Coffee Break 3 points; • 

• Cup games will start on Fri. Nov. 7th .& ti; 

21st. 

On Fri. Oct 31, HRH princess 
inaugurate “The Queen Zein Al Sbaraf Compl 
Lurie League Sports Centre at 1 L00 a-m.... 


LONDON (AFP) — Arse- 
nal manager Arsene Wenger 
believes Dennis Bergkamp, 
the Premiership’s outstand- 
ing player of the season so 
far, has become a "trophy" 
for card-happy, unpre- 
dictable referees. 

Beigkamp signs off for 
Arsenal against Aston Villa 
on Sunday before a three- 
match ban that will keep the 
1 1-goal striker out of action 
for most of> November. 

Arsenal fead the Premier- 
ship by one point with the 
season almost a third over, 
but Wenger fears Arsenal’s 
bid for their first title since 
1991 could be jeopardized if 
Bergkamp continues to fall 
foul of referees. 

Frenchman Wenger says it 
is barely believable that 
Bergkamp has collected five 
yellow. cards in just eleven 
games.' 

“What some referees here 
will do is so unpredictable. 
Sometimes you have the 
feeling Dennis is a trophy 
for them now” said 


Bergkamp. 

“He is no angel and maybe 
has deserved one or two of 
his yellow cards but he is 
never booked for dissent 
and rarely for tackling. 
“Maybe it is because he 
complains about the treat- 
ment he receives from 
defenders and the referee 
becomes fed up with hear- 
ing it 

“But I know he has a lot of 
frustration and feels be is 
not protected enough.” 

After the clash with Villa 
on Sunday, Bergkamp will 
not be available for Premier- 
ship duty until fee home 
game wife Liverpool on 
November 30 — although 
Wenger plans to play him in 
fee League Cup, which has 
a separate disciplinary sys- 
tem, against Coventry on 
November 18. 

Beigkamp’s strike partner 
Ian Wright insisted: “Dennis 
has been very unlucky to get 
five cards. Even when he 
complains to fee referee 
about people holding him. 


pulling his shirt or getting at in a calm way and so it can’t 
him from behind he does it be dissent." 
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Home Services 

AI-Rabieh-Near Medeicn Comer Pharmacy 

Please Call. Tel: 5533534 


, Announce that it welcomes 

: Latvian nationals 

i 

to register their names at its 
. address in Amman - Jordan 
• 9-11 a.m Saturday to Thursday each week 
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NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A Jordanian family is urgently seeking a 
Speech Therapist for private tutoring in 
the afternoons. Applicants should be 
highly experienced, preferably a native 
speaker of English. 

If interested kindly send your Curriculum 1 
Vitae to the following address: 

L.S.U. Department 

New English School 1 

P.O. Box 154 Khilda 11821 Jordan 

E-Mail: ctc@go.com.jo 

Fax: 009626 5516100 
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Kabariti: Netanyahu is 
driving Mideast back 
into old cycle of violence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — _ The 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is lead- 
ing the Middle East to the old 
cycle of violence and hostili- 
ties, ruining any chances of 
success of regional peace 
negotiations, former Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti has declared. “The 
Middle East peace process is 
bogged down. What is left are 
broken pieces rather than a 
coherent piece, thanks to 
Netanyahu." Mr. Kabariti was 
quoted as saying in an inter- 
view with a Turkish newspa- 
per Wednesday. 

Mr. Kabariti, now chairman 
of the Jordan- Kuwait Bank, 
was in Istanbul with a 
Jordanian business delegation 
for a joint meeting ofTuritish- 
Jordanian Business Council. 

“The Israeli leader is a man 
who cheats and proceeds. He 
does not generate any trust 
which is die basis of peace- 
making." he told the English 
language daily Turkish Daily 
News. 

‘‘Netanyahu does not 
believe in the peace process." 
Mr. Kabariti. who served as 
foreign minister in 1995 and 
as prime minister from early 
1996 until March 1997, 
charged. 



Former Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti (J-T. 
file photo) 

With close relations with 
Israel — Turkey is only one 
of the few Muslim countries 
in the world with diplomatic 
ties with Israel — the country 
can play a key role in the 
Middle East peace process, 
Mr. Kabariti said. 

The former premier urged 
Turkey to put pressure on 
Israel to abandon its hostile 
attitude towards Arabs and 
seek full reconciliation with 
the Palestinians. 

But he warned that Arab 
countries were alarmed by 
Turkey's defence agreements 


with Israel that allow for joint 
military exercises, exchange 
of intelligence and coopera- 
tion in fighting terrorism. 

“In the Middle East, per- 
ceptions are more important 
than facts. The perception 
among Arabs is that the 
Turidsh-Israeli defence 
accord is an unwarranted 
acceleration in military rela- 
tions that is causing a great 
deal of alarm." he said. 

“Arabs look at political rela- 
tions in terms of love affairs," 
he noted. “They have always 
admired Turkey for its sym- 
pathy and support of Arab 
causes- Now if Turkey smiles 
at someone else — Israel — 
we see this as a betrayal 

In remarks he made earlier 
to the joint meeting of the 
Jordanian-Turidsh Business 
Council. Ml Kabariti blamed 
Mr. Netanyahu's policies for 
taking back the peace process 
to “square one." 

“Sadly... we are not so opti- 
mistic as to hope for compre- 
hensive peace," he said. “In 
fact we are rather apprehen- 
sive and fearful of widening 
tbe cycle of violence and 
bloodshed in the region. This 
is what we hope to avoid at 
the time being.” 


Algeria’s FIS vows continued 
struggle after municipal ballot 


PARIS (R) — The outlawed 
radical Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) vowed Saturday 
to continue its struggle 
against the Algerian govern- 
ment in the wake of council 
elections last Thursday. 

The FIS said in a statement 
that the town hall and provin- 
cial elections, which were 
won by supporters of tbe gov- 
ernment, were aimed at legit- 
imising continued repression. 

“What the military junta 
actually did through these 
elections was only to legiti- 
mate repression and the con- 
tinuation of the use of force to 
stay in power" a FIS state- 
ment said. 

The statement, signed by 
FIS official Anwar Haddam, 
said the elections were neither 
free nor fair and would not 
help to end six years of con- 


flict. 

"The FIS will continue its 
action to free Algeria truly 
and completely and free the 
state institutions from the 
domination of a minority bent 
towards foreign interests," it 
said. 

Election results released on 
Friday showed the National 
Democratic Rally (RND), 
which groups President 
Liamine Zeroual's support- 
ers, won more than 50 per 
cent of the vote. 

The former ruling National 
Liberation Front (FLN) took 
about 20 per cent and the 
Islamist-leaning Movement 
of Peaceful Society (MPS) 
around 10 per cent, the gov- 
ernment said. 

The FLN and MPS are 
junior partners in a three- 
party ruling coalition domi- 


nated by the RND. 

Several legal opposition 
parties cried foul and rejected 
the results as fraudulent 
But the government said the 
bailor was free and fair and a 
victory for Algeria, cement- 
ing its unity in die face of 
Muslim guerrillas locked in a 
nearly six years of violence. 

The FIS had called for a 
boycott of the poll 
The government reported a 
turnout of more than 60 per 
cent a figure questioned by 
visiting foreign journalists 
who witnessed small voting 
queues. 

About 65,000 people have 
died in violence in Algeria 
since early 1992 when the 
authorities scrapped a general 
election in which the FIS had 
taken a co mmandin g lead. 


Clinton calls for ‘pragmatic policy 
of engagement 9 towards China 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
As he prepares for next 
week's China-U.S. summit 
President Bill Clinton 
defended his “pragmatic pol- 
icy of engagement" with 
Beijing in a speech on U.S. 
policy toward China. 

Mr. Clinton's speech — his 
first major address on the 
subject since he took office 
nearly five years ago — has 
come just two days before 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin arrives for an eight- 
day state visit to the United 
States. 

The “pragmatic policy of 
engagement" with China. Mr. 
Clinton said, means “expand- 
ing our areas of cooperation 
with China while confronting 
our differences openly and 
respectfully." 

“Isolation of China is 
unworkable, counterproduc- 
tive and potentially danger- 
ous." said Mr.’ Clinton, 
apparently targetting some 
Christian groups on tbe right 
and trade unions on the left 
which oppose closer ties to 
Beijing. 

Isolation “would encourage 
the Chinese to become hos- 
tile and to adopt policies of 
conflict" he added 

Cooperating with China “is 
the best way to advance our 
fundamental interests," 
including fighting prolifera- 
tion of weapons of mass 
destruction, one of 
Washington’s priorities, Mr. 
Clinton said 

The policy would also 
“promote a more open and 
free China" and hasten liber- 
alisation there as, over time, 
the two countries cooperate 
in the political and economic 
spheres. Mr. Clinton argued 

Attempting to isolate China 


“would close off, not open 
up, one of the world's most 
important markets," he said 

Mr. Clinton appears to have 
scored on the weapons issue: 
late Friday the Washington 
Post reported that U.S. offi- 
cials reached an agreement 
limiting Chinese nuclear 
cooperation and arms sales to 
Iran. 

The move clears the way 
for Mr. Clinton to approve 
the export of billions of dol- 
lars worth of advanced U.S. 
nuclear reactor technology 
for China. 

The Clinton administration 
fears that Iran is using civil- 
ian nuclear industry know- 
how provided by China to 
secretly prepare nuclear 
weapons, and had forbidden 
the sale of U.S. nuclear reac- 
tors and technology for 
China's civilian use until 
China broke its links with 
Iran, 

The newspaper quoted an 
unnamed U.S. official who 
said that China has given 
“very firm, clear and explicit 
assurances” that it will no 
longer assist Iran in develop- 
ing its civilian nuclei power 
programme. 

However, China offered 
positive but weaker assur- 
ances to U.S. officials that it 
will halt the sale of cruise 
missiles to Iran and limit 
transfer of technology and 
equipment for making ballis- 
tic missiles and chemical 
weapons, according to the 
Post. 

Mr. Clinton said that while 
China bad made progress in 
stopping the spread of deadly 
weapons, it still had some 
“troubling” weapons rela- 
tionships. “China has lived 
up to its pledge not to assist 


unsafeguarded nuclear facili- 
ties in third countries, and it 
is developing a system of 
export controls to prevent the 
transfer or sale of technology 
for weapons of mass destruc- 
tion," he said. 

“But China still maintains 
some troubling weapons sup- 
ply relationships,” the presi- 
dent said, adding that he 
would discuss ways to limit 
or end those relationships 
when he meets the Chinese 
president Wednesday. 

An announcement on the 
nuclear issue is expected to 
be the centrepiece of the 
summit — the first U.S.- 
China summit in eight years 
and the first state visit to 
Washington by a Chinese 
president in 12 years. 

Mr. Jiang's visit, which 
begins Sunday in Hawaii, 
will seek to alter the percep- 
tion of C hina in the United 
States, by turning the page on 
the June 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre which 
soured Sino-U.S. relations 
and opening a new era of cor- 
dial relations. 

Scores of anti-China 
demonstrators will, however, 
seek to bring the Asian 
giant’s flaws into focus. 

Mr. Clinton made only one 
reference in Friday’s speech 
to the events in Tiananmen 
Square and its aftermath, say- 
ing Chinese leaders “have sti- 
fled political dissent to a 
degree and in ways that we 
believe are fundamentally 
wrong." 

The president's stance is 
partly based on economic 
interests, as U.S. firms pres- 
sure him not to let their 
European and Asian competi- 
tors get the upper hand in 
China’s enormous market. 




THE LOUD VOICE OF BLACK AMERICANS: African American women cheer during a speaker's com- 
ments at the Million Woman March on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway Sunday in Philadelphia. 
Organisers of the event are hoping it will create solidarity and empowerment among women of African 
descent (AFP photo) 

Sudanese government ready for 
peace talks with southern rebels 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese government has 
completed its preparations for 
peace negotiations Tuesday in 
Nairobi with the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) under tbe auspices of 
the east African 
Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD). a 
senior Sudanese official said. 

Foreign Minister of State 
Mustafa Osman Ismail, quot- 
ed by the official daily A1 
Anbaa, said the government 
would participate “with all the 
sincerity required for achiev- 


Italy fires 
first shot on 
Security 
Council 
enlargement 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Italy has fired the first shot 
in the battle over Security 
Council enlargement by call- 
ing for a U.N. General 
Assembly vote to formally 
delay the much-debated 
reform. 

The move was described 
Thursday by an Asian diplo- 
mat as a “brilliant tactical 
move" while German 
Ambassador Tono Eitel said 
that it could prove to be “coun- 
terproductive” by forcing a 
vote on the highly-charged 
political issue. 

U.N. General Assembly 
spokesman Alexander 

Taukatch said at a news brief- 
ing here Thursday that Italy 
submitted a draft resolution to 
the 185-nation General 
Assembly Wednesday. 

He said tbe Italian draft, 
which as of Thursday was co- 
sponsored by 20 other states, 
would be considered by the 
General Assembly on Dec. 4. 

Italy is opposed to Japan and 
Germany entering tbe Security 
Council as permanent mem- 
bers with veto power. 

The Security Council cur- 
rently has 15 members, includ- 
ing five permanent — Britain, 
China, France, Russia and the 
U.S. — and 10 seats which 
rotate on a two-yearly regional 
basis. 

The Italian draft resolution 
says that “the matter of 
Security Council reform is of 
such importance that it cannot 
be subject to any imposed time 
frame." 

It calls for member states to 
have “adequate time to further 
reflect on the question." 

The draft also provides for a 
General Assembly working 
group, which has failed to 
reach agreement on Security 
Council reform for the past 
four years, to “continue its 
work in 1998.’’ 

The working group should 
“examine all proposals and 
submit a report to the General 
Assembly before the end of its 
52nd session” ending in 
September next year, the 
Italian draft says. Italian diplo- 
mats said they acted after bear- 
ing that supporters of Japan 
and Germany were about to 
submit a framework resolution 
on enlarging the 15-member 
Security CounciL 


ing peace," though he 
believed that the forthcoming 
talks would probably not be 
conclusive and that more 
rounds would be needed. 

“I hope that peace will be 
achieved in the upcoming 
round but, in view of the com- 
position of the [rebel] move- 
ment delegation chaired by its 
second-in-command, Silva 
Cur, (this) makes one believe 
that this round will not resolve 
the issues of discussion 
between tire two sides," he 
was quoted as saying. 

The minister therefore 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Growing concern over 
development of ballistic 
missiles by Iran triggered 
passage by a House 
Committee Friday of a sanc- 
tions bill aimed primarily 
against Russia. 

Passage came on a unani- 
mous voice vote of the 
House International 

Relations Committee despite 
Clinton administration 
objections that the tough 
action might not help pre- 
vent such transactions and 
could slap on sanctions 
based on flimsy evidence. 

Several democrats 

opposed some provisions of 
the bill, including language 
requiring only “credible 
information" for imposition 
of sanction, but none voted 
against it after Committee 
Chairman Representative 
Ben Gilman promised to 
work on further amendments 
before it goes to the house 
floor. 

“It is clear that Russia has 
already provided Iran with 
critical know-how and tech- 


RIYADH (AFP) — British 
nurse Deborah Parry spent 
her 39th birthday alone in a 
Saudi Arabian jail on 
Saturday, still unaware of 
her fate on charges of mur- 
dering an Australian col- 
league. 

However, a British 
embassy official said docu- 
mentation of an agreement 
by murder victim Yvonne 
Gilford’s brother to waive 
the threat of execution 
against Parry if convicted in 
return for “blood money” 
could be submitted to a 
Saudi court in the next few 
days. 

PaiTy has not yet been 
convicted of tbe December 
murder of Gilford although 
fellow British nurse Lucille 
McLauchlan. 31, was sen- 
tenced to 500 lashes and 
eight years imprisonment as 
an accessory to the killing. 

There are some more 
administrative formalities to 
be done before the submis- 
sion of the waiver to the 
court which could be with- 
in few days." said Alex 
Brown, spokesman for the 
British embassy in Riyadh. 

Gilford’s brother Frank 
announced his decision in 
Australia earlier this month 
to waive the death penalty 


expected further rounds of 
talks would follow, and hoped 
that “the aspired for peace 
will ultimately be reached.” 

Mr. Ismail said the foreign 
ministry would send the 
names of the delegation of the 
Sudanese government to the 
Kenyan government which is 
hosting the talks in the com- 
ing two days. 

The composition of the 
government delegation has 
not been revealed in 
Khartoum, although it was 
speculated that the team 
would include Foreign 


nological support.” Mr. 
Gilman said, adding that 
action is needed right away 
“to prevent Iran from achiev- 
ing a significant advance in 
its missile programme." 

The bill requires the presi- 
dent to submit within 30 
days of passage a list of per- 
sons, corporations or gov- 
ernment entities believed to 
have transferred or attempt- 
ed to transfer missile goods 
or technology to Iran since 
mid- 1995. Sanctions would 
include denial of arms 
export licences and a cutoff 
of all U.S. assistance to the 
entity for two years. 

The bill allows the presi- 
dent to waive imposition of 
the sanctions if he deemed it 
essential to national security. 

Russia's Federal Security 
Service has acknowledged 
that Iran has tried to obtain 
missile technology from 
Russian companies, but 
insists that all attempts have 
failed 

Israel accuses a number of 
Russian companies of help- 
ing Iran develop missiles 


against Parry in return for 
$1.2 million, as is his right 
under the Islamic law prac- 
tised in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Brown said that Parry, 
from Alton in Hampshire, 
marked her birthday alone 
in her cell in Damman 
prison, in eastern Saudi 
Arabia. “Deborah Parry has 
already celebrated her birth- 
day last week with her fam- 
ily.. She has been given 
some gifts," he said. 

Pany's sister and brother- 
in-law, Sandra and Jonathan 
Ashbee, visited the prison 
last weekend, along with 
relatives of McLauchlan. 
who comes from Dundee in 
Scotland 

Brown added that the 
British consul in Riyadh 
was due to visit Parry next 
Thursday. 

He told Agence France 
Presse last week that the 
two women were not being 
badly treated and that their 
prison conditions had 
improved. 

Saudi Arabia’s ambas- 
sador in London. Ghazi 
Algosaibi, said last week 
that the two nurses may 
now only face five years in 
jail following Gilford’s 
decision. 

“According to the Saudi 


Minister Ali Osman 
Mohammad Taha. Federal 
Relations Minister AJi Al Haj 
Mohammad and South Sudan 
Coordination Council 
President Riek Machar. 

The Islamie-backed mili- 
tary government of President 
Omar Al Bashir is at war with 
the SPLA. led by John 
Garang. which has been fight- 
ing since 1 9S3 to end domina- 
tion of the animist and 
Christian south of the country 
by the Arabised, Muslim 
north. 


capable of hitting Israel, and 
pro-Israeli lobbyists have 
been active in pushing for 
U.S. sanctions. Iran denies it 
is trying to build long-range 
missiles or nuclear weapons. 

U.S. Deputy' Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Einhom. who objected to 
several of the bill's provi- 
sions. said after passage it 
was a “work in progress" 
and declined to say whether 
President Bill Clinton would 
veto it if changes weren't 
made. 

During debate. Mr. 
Einhom said the bill's provi- 
sion that would impose sanc- 
tions retroactively against 
entities that had already sold 
materials to Iran could 
undermine current efforts by 
the Russian government to 
stop such transactions. 

He said U.S. concerns over 
transfers of Russian missile 
technology to Iran had been 
raised by President Clinton 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin as early as March 
and prior to that at lower lev- 
els. 


legal system, when the next 
of kin pardons, as he did, 
the court will apply the less- 
er sentence of jail, usually 
not exceeding five years." 
Mr. Algosaibi said in a 
statement. 

The nurses both deny 
murdering 55-year-old 
Gilford on December 12, 
and retracted confessions 
they said were made under 
seTxuai and physical duress. 
Gilford was found stabbed 
13 times, battered and suf- 
focated. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Frank 
Gilford’s lawyer said the 
death penalty waiver could 
not be delivered to the 
Saudi court because the 
British nurses’ Australian 
counsel had yet to receive 
the necessary instructions 
from their Saudi lawyer “to 
accept the waiver and to 
proceed with performance 
of the settlement agree- 
ment." 

“We hope that the nurses' 
lawyers in Saudi Arabia and 
Australia coordinate with 
one another so we can sub- 
mit the waiver without fur- 
ther delay" Ghassan Al 
Awaji from the 
International Law Firm 
(ILF) said. 



Tardy Mandela 
gets away with 
protocol violation 


EDINBURGH (AP) — If, 
simply not done to arrive 
after Queen Elizabeth II. 
But Nelson Mandela got 
away with it Friday when 
he showed up slightly 
behind schedule for the 
opening of a 

Commonwealth summit. 
The queen was chatting 
with Tony Blair in the 
lobby of Edinburgh's 
Internationa! Conference 
Centre when the British 
prime minister glanced 
around and broke away to 
welcome South Africa's 
president. "Hello, Tony, 
how are you?" Mandela 
boomed at the approaching 
Blair. Together, they moved 
inside and. as they neared 
the queen. Mandela called 
out. “I'm terribly sorry. 
Your Majesty, that I’m 
late." And the old Mandela 
magic worked. The 78- 
year-old former political 
prisoner, in a trademark 
boldly printed shirt, was 
rewarded with a wide royal 
smile and a chat. Protocol 
dictates that everyone, even 
presidents, get there before 
royalty at public events. 

Tom Cruise 
offers job to Diana’s 
former butler 

LONDON (AFP) — 
American actor Tom 
Cruise and his actress wife 
Nicole Kidman have 
offered a job to the former 
butler to the late Diana. 
Princess of Wales, several 
reports said here Saturday. 
The Mirror and Sun news- 
papers said Cruise took 
pity on Paul Burrell. 39. 
after Diana's funeral at 
Westminster Abbey in 
London, which Cruise and 
Kidman attended. Cruise. 
35, who has lived in 
England periodically, was 
said to have met Burrell 
several rimes. “Paul hasn't 
accepted any offer yet,” 
said a friend of Burrell's in 
the Mirror. “He is still terri- 
bly upset and wants time to 
think about his future." 
Burrell is also said to have 
been offered work h\ 
Mohammad Fayed, father 
of Diana's companion 
Dodi who died with her in 
the car crash in Paris, ami 
actor Mel Gibson as well a* 
Buckingham Palace. 

Police prowl Paris 
forest for ‘killer cat" 

PARIS (AFP) — Police 
fanned out in a forest out- 
side Paris on Saturday, 
tracking down a 50-kilo- 
gramme “killer cat" sus- 
pected of having already 
murdered a rabbit. Two 
units of elite CRS riot 
police were among 300 
police, soldiers and fire- 
fighters prowling the Sainl- 
Germain-En-Laye forest 
for the big feline, first 
sighted overnight 

Thursday. Fresh tracks 
have been discovered, 
together with the remains 
of a partly devoured rabbit 
that might have been the 
cat's victim, said Francis 
Vuibert of the Yvelines pre- 
fecture. west of Paris- 
While the hunt continues, a 
30-square-kilometre chunk 
of the vast forest — ■ a 
favourite for Parisian 
weekend strollers — 
remained off-limits to the 
public. 

Hilary Clinton 
will have special 
birthday cake 

CHICAGO (AFP) — Sam 
Lee Corp. says it is making 
a special birthday cake for 
local native Hilary Ciintcfa 
who turns 50. Sara Lee 
Bakery said it will unveil 
the cake at a celebration 
Monday attended by the 
first lady at a cultural cen- 
tie here. The company & 
promising “the laigest. 
most intricate dessert Sat* 
Lee has ever presented" but 
is not revealing any roof 6, 
“The birthday cake 
will be a surprise to every- 
one at the party" says Safl 
Lee baker Al Voigt. 


Congress moves to sanction 
Russians on missiles for Iran 


British nurse spends birthday in Saudi jail 




